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The article analyzes the main vectors of foreign policy of the Ukrainian state: the Eurasian, European, 
South-East. It focuses on the development of the South-East geopolitical areas through practical 
implementation of the concept “Intermarium” in the face of increasing international calls. The idea 
of creating a Baltic-black sea Union was supported by a number of Ukrainian and foreign figures: the 
Josef Pilsudski Siegfried Marocs Hrushevsky, Andrei Sinyavsky, Tadeusz Golovko, Wladyslaw Sikorski, 
Jaroslaw Kaczynski and other. It is noted that the implementation of the project “Intermarium” will have 
a significant geopolitical, economic and socio-cultural benefits.

Keywords: geopolitics; Baltic-Black Sea Union; Intermarium; Ukrainian state

Received: November 12, 2018; accepted: December 5, 2018

Ukrainian Policymaker, Volume 3, 2018: 4-10.
https://doi.org/10.29202/up/3/1

In the face of increasing international challenges, in the face of Russian expansion, the 
proliferation of ideas of “Russian world”, is actualized question regarding the revision of the 
European countries and their security strategies. The occupation and annexation of Crimea 
by Russia, the destabilization of Eastern Ukraine initiated by Russia, has revived the trend 
of a stronger collective defense in Europe under the NATO umbrella. It should be noted that 
in the current circumstances, NATO remains the main guarantor of security in Europe. At the 
conclusion of the German Institute for international and security Affairs, as the conflict in 
Ukraine has exacerbated NATO, just as it has weakened the security policy and defence of the 
EU. Quite a long time, European countries have underestimated the threat from the Russian 
Federation. They were convinced that Russia is a democratic country and it is possible to 
agree. However, the events of recent years have shown that the Russian authorities are trying 
to revive the Imperial grandeur of Russia and uses any means, often ignoring the rules of 
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European and international legislation. Abkhazia, Pridnestrovie (Transdnistria), the Crimea 
showed the world that Russia is around it creates hot zones that seeks to influence neighboring 
States, keeping them in suspense. This can only oppose the common position of the European 
countries and the world community who would have condemned and opposed such behavior 
of Russia. 

However, even among the countries of the European Union, which support economic 
sanctions against Russia, there are certain supporters of it. Nevertheless, knowing all the 
threats, the European countries-NATO members willing to increase spending on security and 
defense within NATO. At the same time, the U.S.A. continues to consider himself a powerful 
European player, and directly cooperate with European partners on security issues.

The policy of Russia has forced NATO to reconsider its strategy and focus on strengthening 
the military power and the concentration of forces on the Eastern borders to respond adequately 
to Russia’s actions. “Russia’s aggressive actions against Ukraine fundamentally change our 
vision of the whole of Europe”, — stated in the Declaration of the NATO Summit in Wales on 
5 September 2014. In response to the challenges posed by Russia, approved the Plan of NATO 
preparedness, which foresaw a permanent presence and significant military activity of NATO 
in Eastern Europe, the establishment of a joint high readiness forces (VJTF), provision of 
defense expenditures no less than 2% of GDP, the development of multinational corps “North-
East”, the base of the Center of excellence for strategic communication of NATO in Latvia. 
At the same time, the Alliance stated that it did not seek confrontation and leaves open the 
possibility for political dialogue with Russia.

One aspect of countering Russian expansion is the study and implementation of a geopolitical 
concept “Intermarium”, which will contribute to the formation of a powerful political Alliance 
of the countries of Central and Eastern Europe (Poland, Ukraine, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, 
Croatia, Slovenia, Bulgaria, Romania, Moldova, Hungary, Slovakia, Czech Republic, etc.). 
In the current geopolitical situation, this could be an extremely valuable initiative. A strong 
Alliance of independent States Central and Eastern Europe would be an adequate response to 
the aggressive expansion of the Eurasian Empire which is a threat for all Europe, but especially 
for Ukraine, because the Russian geopolitics are trying to deny the existence of an independent 
Ukrainian state, focusing on the fact that her appearance was coincidental. The chief ideologist 
of the “Russian world” Aleksandr Dugin notes: 

“the Existence of Ukraine in its current borders, modern status of “sovereign state” is 
equivalent to the problem of the terrible blow to the geopolitical security of Russia, 
tantamount to invasion of its territory. The continued existence of the unitary Ukraine 
is unacceptable. This area should be divided into several zones, in accordance with 
geopolitical and ethno-cultural realities. “Ukraine’s sovereignty is such a negative 
phenomenon for Russian geopolitics that, in principle, easily provoke an armed conflict. 
(...) ...the existence of “sovereign Ukraine” is on the geopolitical level, by declaring 
Russia a geopolitical war”.” [Dugin, 1997: 243-245]. 

Consequently, the Russian Federation directs all efforts to keep Ukraine in its sphere of 
influence and achieve dominance in Central and Eastern Europe. In this context, yet Zbigniew 
Brzezinski noted that the Russian Federation without Ukraine could not become an Empire. 
Therefore, the international community under any circumstances should not allow Russia to 
achieve domination in Central and Eastern Europe.
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Analyzing the historical aspects of the issue, it should be noted that the concept 
“Intermarium” has begun to develop and implement at the beginning of 20th century, Ukrainian, 
Lithuanian, Polish researchers and policy makers. For the first time, the Treaty establishing the 
Baltic-Black Sea Union was signed in August 1919, at the conference at Riga. Signatures 
under the document were put by the delegation of Latvia, Lithuania, Finland, Estonia, Polish 
and Ukrainian representatives.

Although it should be stressed that the idea of forming a Union of Poland, Lithuania and 
the Ukrainian lands appeared in the 17th century during the national liberation of the Ukrainian 
people. Thus, the Ukrainian political scientist Yuri Nemyrych supported Pro-Polish orientation 
of Hetman Ivan Vyhovsky and advocated the creation of a Federation of the Polish Crown, 
the Grand Duchy of Lithuania and the Grand Duchy of the Russian. Yuri Nemyrych together 
with Pavel Teterya was one of the originators of the Treaty of Hadiach in 1658, where he was 
prescribed these ideas. Under this Treaty, Ukrainian lands would get their own government 
(Council), Hetman, Chancellor, the judiciary, the Treasury, the army (30 thousand Cossacks 
and 10 thousand mercenaries); overturned the action of the Union of Brest. Actively to develop 
Ukrainian culture was provided free printing, designed another Academy, in addition to 
Mohyla, the planned opening of a large number of schools with free teaching. To implement 
this brilliant plan failed through a wide anti-Polish sentiment in Ukraine, the contradictory 
position of Warsaw and Moscow’s pressure.

At the beginning of the 20th century, a significant contribution to the development of the 
countries of the “Intermarium” was made head of the foreign Ministry of Latvia Siegfried 
Maierovits. The program included plans for the defense of the Union, integration of economic 
systems, the joint banking and monetary policy, the political agreement on mutual support and 
a common foreign policy, providing a clear path from the Baltic to the Black sea.

An active supporter of the Baltic-Black Sea Union was Jozef Pilsudski. The first Marshal 
of Poland knew that the safety of his country depends heavily on an Alliance of strong 
independent States, which had fulfilled the function of “sanitary frontier” between Poland 
and Russia and could stop the Russian expansion to the West. The aim of Pilsudski was to 
revive the Commonwealth — a Federation of Poland, Lithuania, Belarus and Ukraine. The 
Association of these countries in a single geopolitical Alliance would create Europe’s territorial 
hardened community. A key element of this Alliance was to become an independent Ukraine. 
Therefore, the head of the Polish state in the spring of 1920 decided to restore and strengthen 
independent, friendly to Poland Ukraine and led about negotiating with the leader of the UNR 
and Petliura. “You should not have any illusions: even if we make peace, we will always 
remain a target for attacks from Russia,” said Pilsudski in an interview with the newspaper 
Kurier Poranny [Ishchuk, 2015]. The concept of “Intermarium” completed other geopolitical 
doctrine Pilsudski — Prometheism, that is the idea of the liberation of the Kremlin enslaved 
peoples and the distribution of Imperial Russia on the sovereign nation-state. Strategic goal 
of Pilsudski was the formation of a political Alliance of independent countries between the 
Baltic, Adriatic, Black and Caspian seas. Pilsudski sought to create a Federation of Poland, 
Ukraine, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, Belarus, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Romania, Yugoslavia, 
perhaps Finland, which should be based also on the three Caucasian republics — Azerbaijan, 
Georgia and Armenia.

Understanding of the common Polish-Ukrainian interests prompted Pilsudski to the 
development of the Kiev offensive of the Polish-Ukrainian troops against the Bolsheviks. 
Before the operation starts at Pilsudski was a few scenarios. Most desirable would be to end 
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with the complete defeat of Bolshevik Russia, but its implementation was only possible if 
the assistance of an independent Ukrainian state, because without Ukraine, Russia would 
not represent a threat to Poland and Europe. If this scenario became reality, the Second 
Rzeczpospolita would get a valuable ally in the East and is fenced off from the aggressive 
Russia as a reliable “sanitary frontier” [Ishchuk, 2015]. 

However, other European States were so scared of the Russian revolution, that the idea 
of establishing near the borders of Bolshevik Russia in a chain of strong States captured the 
thoughts and there. A kind of barbed wire fence called this group of States the Minister of 
foreign Affairs of great Britain Lord George Curzon. A Italian Prime Minister Vittorio Orlando 
owns the term “sanitary frontier”, which later became a political turn. 

Sorry, it should be stated that in the 20 years of the twentieth century, these ideas were not 
implemented. In the future, the Polish national Democrats rejected the idea of confederal ties 
of Poland with Belarus, Lithuania and Ukraine. On the contrary, they sought to share these 
territories with Russia and Polonized their share. Interwar Polish presence in “Kresy” left a 
sad memories that finally crossed a past. In the 30-ies of 20th century. Pilsudski pursued also 
not Pro-Ukrainian policy, guided only by the protection of national interests of Poland. In 
particular, the government of Poland, headed by Pilsudski pursued a policy of “pacification” 
of the Ukrainian population.

During the Second World War, the concept of an Alliance of countries located on the 
coasts of the Baltic, Black and Adriatic seas, revived the Polish General Wladyslaw Sikorski 
(Sikorski Władysław), which in 1942 initiated discussions between the Greek, Yugoslav and 
Czechoslovak governments in exile. Sikorski believed that post-war Central Europe should be 
politically ordered space of nation-States, United on the principle of Confederation. However, 
this concept was not approved by the anti-Hitlerallies, a Moscow it was considered in General 
as a threat. 

Active supporters of the concept of “Promethea” were the known researchers Giedroyc, J. 
Mrozewski, Ch. Milos, J. Kuron, who supported the idea of active assistance to the enslaved 
peoples of Russia in gaining freedom and independence [Kuron, 2012:27]. 

Among Ukrainian scientists, who supported the idea “Intermarium” should be called 
Mykola Mikhnovskyi, Dmytro Dontsov, Stepan Rudnytsky, Mykhailo Hrushevskyi and 
other. If you analyze the key figures of early — mid 20th century, one of main among them is 
Mykola Mikhnovskyi, who in his work “Independent Ukraine” (1900 p.) defined the Ukraine 
as a naturally spatial reality, the boundaries of which coincide with the natural borders of the 
Ukrainian territory. Natural and political borders of the Carpathian Mountains to the Caucasus, 
the historical boundaries are delineated as the creation of the Ukrainian nation and state. On 
this basis, the main task of the Ukrainians in the twentieth century, in the author’s opinion, 
should be the restoration of the Ukrainian state destroyed due to military and political pressure 
of the Russian Empire and unification of all ethnic territories [Mikhnovskyi, 2002: 34].

More fundamental geopolitical issues investigated Dmytro Dontsov, who returned from 
exile, wrote two pamphlets: “the International position of Ukraine and Russia” (1918) and “the 
Ukrainian national idea in Europe” (1918). The activities of Dontsov quite thoroughly analyzed 
Ukrainian researcher A. Bagan, who noted that these works clearly showed geopolitical ideal 
of Ukrainian nationalism is to create a heavy-duty Ukrainian government over the Black sea 
with a continental international significance for the entire Europe [Bagan, 2015].

Dmytro Dontsov in his work The International Position of Ukraine and Russia called for 
the reconstruction of the geopolitical space of the middle and East Europe and categorically 
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stated: “the Federation of Russia with Ukraine — the same nonsense, as a Federation of 
England with Ireland, or Prussia, with Large Poland. Petersburg would not stand any, though 
only an Autonomous state of new formation in the most important ways to its expansion in 
Kiev. For the existence of the Ukrainian people should be destroyed again as it was destroyed 
on 27 June 1709 in the battle of Poltava” [Dontsov, 2012а: 27]. 

In the work Ukrainian national idea in Europe (1918) by Dmytro Dontsov, expressed a 
few thoughts about the long-term development of the Ukrainian state. First of all, he proceeded 
from the principles that the emergence of a strong Ukrainian state will be “an important factor 
of European equilibrium” [Dontsov, 2012а: 28], as will take advantage of Russia over Central 
Europe through its absolute domination over the plain space between the Dnieper and the 
Baltic sea, its dominance in the Northern black sea. In this form, that is, Ukraine is in a strong 
Alliance with the neighboring Middle Eastern powers from Estonia to Georgia, from Poland 
to Romania will be a reliable basis of stability and geopolitical balance in Europe. Actually, 
this is quite a lot of work has been devoted to the interpretation of this thesis in the historical 
dimension, Dontsov explained with examples from the past, how and why all of the previous 
decline in Ukraine led to the destabilization of the whole middle and East Europe, and how 
this was used by Russia to create its Empire-superpower and constantly threatening Europe.

In the book, Foundations of our Policy (1921) by Dmytro Dontsov clearly articulated 
the content and meaning of the victorious Ukrainian geopolitical ideas: “our eternal struggle 
against chaos in the East, the defense — in his own state and culture — the whole culture of 
the West, lies the Ukrainian national idea, which should be the basis of our entire political 
program. I really, from the fate of Ukraine in this struggle depended the victory of one of both 
principles on the continent: European or Moscow...” [Dontsov, 1957b: 28]. The thinker also 
wrote the axiom of the geopolitical establishment of Ukrainians: “Only the nation, conscious 
of the great tasks that must perform in the interests of the whole humanity, just like this nation 
is given special cell on the chessboard of world history. Only clear national ideal makes certain 
national idea crystalshine cell for individual and group wills within the nation, looking for 
other centers of gravity” [Dontsov, 1957b: 95]. In other words, the nation has a great future that 
will be able to fit their statist and welcome the aspirations in the global geopolitical aspirations 
of its macro-region and the whole continent.

In his opinion, such an organic macro-region of Ukraine there is a space of Central Europe, 
“from Adria to the Don and from the Baltic to the Mediterranean Sea.” Dmytro Dontsov 
explained: “As for the Serbs and Bulgarians until 1912 the struggle with Turkey, as the struggle 
with Russia is our collective ideal. It is dictated to us by our historical traditions, our geographical 
position and special historical role that we are destined to play” [Dontsov, 1957b: 95].

Another Ukrainian researcher Stepan Rudnytsky in A Brief Geography of Ukraine as 
regards the Black sea from the point of view of the geopolitical orientations of Ukraine. 
He notes the specifics of the geographical situation of our country, which has a wide outlet 
to the Black sea, which in turn is connected by the Bosporus and the Dardanelles with the 
Mediterranean and further with Asia Minor and Africa. In another work, The Ukrainian Case 
from the position of political geography Rudnytsky explained the significance of the Black 
sea for the development of our country in the historical context and outlined the possible 
scenarios of Ukraine’s development, in anticipation of the establishment of communication 
through naval channels between the Black, Baltic sea and Caspian sea [Pudnitsky,1914а: 95]. 

A well-known researcher Stepan Tomaszewski also noted the dependence of Ukraine 
from the Black sea, which played a significant role in its history. Perceiving Ukraine as a 
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geographical concept, he focused on the historical consequences of its location in the heart of 
Europe, which led to a constant struggle of other countries in its territory and its inextricable 
link with the Black sea. He wrote: “Only in the geographical sense, we can speak of Ukraine 
as an individual constant concept throughout history. A large part of Ukraine, and some part of 
Eastern Europe, was connected to your water chain with the Black sea and is forced to share 
his fate” [Tomaszewski, 1919: 95]. 

The idea of the black sea orientation actively supported Mykhailo Hrushevsky, who in 
his work On the threshold of a New Ukraine developed geopolitical doctrine for Ukraine, 
highlighting the axis North-South. He noted: “the Historical conditions of life oriented Ukraine 
to the West, a geographical oriented and oriented to the South, on the Black sea. The Black 
sea is not shared, a linked coastal region” [Hrushevsky, 1991а: 148]. Hrushevsky understood 
the objective of the civilizational belonging of Ukraine to the West, called to focus on Western 
countries. However, he stressed: “But when the school should be the land of the Western 
culture, our field of activities, our own creativity should be the lands, which like Ukraine, are 
inspired by the influences or connections of the Eastern culture — in the Black sea orientation, 
combined Black sea” [Hrushevsky, 1991:148].

This issue was also considered by the government of the Ukrainian people’s Republic. 
While in exile, the government of the UPR carried out the preparatory work on creation of a 
black sea Union. He was supposed to promote “economic revival of Eastern Europe, active 
political and economic relations with Western Europe.” Members of this Alliance was to 
become the Ukrainian national Republic, the Kuban, Georgia, Azerbaijan and Armenia.

Before and during the Second World War these ideas were developed by representatives of 
the Ukrainian political emigration. So, J. Lypa in his book The Appointment of Ukraine (1938), 
noting the originality and uniqueness of Ukrainians as an independent nation, their purpose to 
be free and happy, focuses on the geopolitical orientation of Ukraine South-North. He writes: 
“Only the axis South-North is the axis of Ukrainian lands. Defenses of the axis North-South is 
the most important task of history of Ukraine” [Lipa, 1992: 236]. He believed in the stabilizing 
role of the axis built by him in world politics. Yu. Lypa in the section “Union Black Sea States” 
elaborated on his vision of geopolitics from the point of view of the situation in the Black sea 
outlined the role of each of the black sea countries, highlighting the role of Kemal Ataturk, 
when it was about Turkey. Of course, in the Soviet totalitarian system these ideas could not 
be realized. 

Only after the Declaration in 1991, p. Ukraine’s independence has entered a new phase of 
discussion and implementation of these ideas. So, in 1992, after the overthrow of communism 
in Poland (1989) and USSR (1991), the idea of “Intermarium” was implemented as an official 
geopolitical concept at the IV Congress of the Confederation of Independent Poland (KPN) — 
the party of the national liberation orientation, which was founded in 1979 in Warsaw. In 1993, 
p. the Ukrainian Institute of society transformation began to research potential opportunities 
and benefits of the Baltic-Black Sea partnership. In July 1994, in Kyiv, an agreement was 
signed between the 15 parties in six countries (Poland, Ukraine, Lithuania, Belarus, Latvia 
and Estonia). 

About the need for a Baltic-black sea cooperation involving Ukraine, said former President 
of Lithuania Algirdas Brazauskas at the summit of 1997 p. in Vilnius. It was during the 
presidency of this country in the Council of the Baltic Sea States (CBSS) consensus regarding 
the participation of third parties, in particular Ukraine, in activities of the organization. The 
closest to such a project in the framework of international cooperation was the so-called project 
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of the Caspian-black sea-Baltic energy transit space (CBBS), which was treated in 2007-
2008 on the initiative of then presidents of Ukraine and Poland Viktor Yushchenko and Lech 
Kaczynski. He was supported by all the Baltic countries, Azerbaijan and Georgia. Expressed 
interest in Turkey, Romania and the EC. Unfortunately, the project failed to implement. These 
initiatives gradually slowed down in the time of Yanukovych, and Ukraine is once again facing 
the dilemma: East or West, a gray zone between them. 

Recently, the interest in these ideas has increased significantly. It should be noted that 
during the 70th session of the UN General Assembly held the first meeting of the countries of 
the region, Adriatic, Baltic and Black seas. The idea of “Intermarium” was discussed during 
the meeting Polish President Andrzej Duda with Petro Poroshenko at the international summit 
of the countries of the European Union. These ideas were also supported by the Polish ex-
President Lech Kaczynski, who in 2008 advocated the creation of a coalition of Poland, 
Ukraine, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia for political support of Georgia in terms of military 
aggression from Russia. Famous Polish activists Giedroyc, Yuliush Mrozewski and Ukrainian 
historian and writer Bohdan Osadchuk in the pages of the iconic Parisian magazine “Kultura” 
had also proved the importance of Poland’s support of Ukraine’s independence and creating a 
strong bond between them.
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Introduction

Recently, a dangerous tendency to increase spontaneous protests of the population with a 
low ability to organized forms of participation in the political process is emerging in Ukraine. 
This trend can be traced throughout the newest Ukrainian history, especially in the events of 
2004 and 2013-2014. Due to the slow formation of the practices of collective political activity, 
the tasks of activating large sections of the population in politics, of co-operating citizens into 
voluntary associations remain unfulfilled. Therefore, the problem of trust as a basic factor of 
political mobilization of citizens is actual. This is especially important in the context of the 
constantly low level of trust of the population of Ukraine to all state bodies and democratic 
institutions over the past two decades.

Analysis of recent research and publications

The interest of researchers to the problems of political mobilization is connected with the 
work of Кarl Deutsh “Social Mobilization and Political Development”, in which he described 

© Iskhakova, Nataliia, 2018
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the role of mobilization in the conditions of democratization (modernization) of society. 
Through mobilization, citizens are able to fulfill new political roles and assimilate new models 
of political socialization [Deutsch, 1964]. In the context of the modern theory of democracy, 
a view was developed on political mobilization as participation in the political process of 
autonomous rational individuals (J. Schumpeter). Russian researcher Dmitry Goncharov in 
the framework of the theory of political participation analyzed mobilization models of voters 
[Goncharov, 1995: 129].

Recently, in the domestic scientific literature, political mobilization has been increasingly 
considered by researchers in the field of mass communication. Therefore, on the strengthening 
of the population using Internet resources to participate in protest actions drew the attention 
Julia Ilyicheva [Ilyicheva, 2013: 129]. Ukrainian researcher Tatyana Kremin [Kremen, 2013: 
146]. Proved that social media are an effective means of political mobilization, in particular 
in stable Western countries. In the dissertation research, Alla Mischenko established that the 
confidence of the majority of citizens in political institutions is a basic factor in democratic 
reforms [Mishchenko, 2010].

Allocation of previously unsolved parts of the general problem

In modern Ukrainian science, the problem of trust as a basis for social and political 
mobilization has not been studied. This is despite the fact that there is a serious need to increase 
the level of collective political participation in the context of democratization. In the modern 
Ukrainian society, the tasks of activating the population in politics and cooperating citizens in 
voluntary associations remain unfulfilled.

Purpose of the article. The main purpose of this article is to present the process of political 
mobilization of the masses as the final stage of democratization of society and define political 
trust as the basic factor of mobilization of the population to participate in the political life.

The presentation of the main material

Political mobilization of the population is an integral part of the process of democratic 
transformation of modern society. The theorists of “transitology” note the importance of 
political mobilization of the masses, without which system changes are impossible.

In this regard, we can mention the dynamic model of the transition to democracy by the 
American political scientist Dankwart Rustow [Rustow, 1996: 5]. The scientist highlighted 
the main phases of democratization, emphasizing the role of the subjective factors of a 
such transition. These phases are considered by modern political scientists as those that are 
characteristic of all transitional societies. The scientist assigned a special role to the final phase 
(“addiction”), where the political activization of the population takes place, contributes to 
the adoption of a new form of interaction between civil society and the state. In this way, 
democratic political institutions and procedures are consolidated. Mobilization of broad 
strata is important not only at the final stage of democratization, but at the beginning of this 
process. This model also provided for the existence of the main prerequisite for the transition 
to democracy - national unity, the awareness of the majority of citizens of belonging to a single 
political community.

In a thorough study “Transitions from Authoritarian Rule: Tentative Conclusions about 
Uncertain Democracies” (1986). The authors G. O’Donnell and F. Schmitter carried out a 
comparative analysis of the transition processes in the countries of Southern Europe and Latin 
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America. The authors concluded that the political mobilization of the population is the final 
stage of the transition to democracy. This is the “re-socialization” stage, that is, the assimilation 
by citizens of new political norms and values from gradually entering into a new system of 
political relations [Kharitonova, 1996: 70].

One of the most thoughtful and logical, regarding the explanation of the democratic 
transformation of societies, is the theory of the sequence of the individual phases of the 
Zbigniew Brzezinski phase [Brzezinski, 2006: 204]. According to the scientist, only in the last 
phase is political stability achieved as a result of the consolidation of a democratic political 
and legal culture.

Under the social-political mobilization should be understood the process of activization of 
individuals and social groups in politics on a permanent basis. This is an associative (collective) 
political activity, which implies a high level of participation of the masses in politics. Political 
mobilization is the process of attracting individuals and groups to various forms of political 
activity (political parties, social movements, etc.).

In practice, democratic transformations first liberalize the regime, which expands the 
possibilities of political activity of individuals and social groups. That is, the activation of 
non-state institutions (associations, organizations, citizen associations, etc.) begins, which 
contributes to the wide participation of citizens in the political process. It is important to 
emphasize the need for the organizational side of such participation, as opposed to spontaneous 
mass protests. Therefore, gradually civil activity becomes the norm of the political behavior 
of the population. Consolidation of democracy is the final stage of democratic transformation. 
At this stage, there is an “addiction” or adaptation of the population to new political mechanisms 
and the legitimation of a new democratic regime. According to Dmitrii Fadeev, “consolidation 
of the regime is the process of establishing and adapting democratic structures, institutions and 
norms that are partially or fully recognized by civil society as legitimate” [Fadeev, 1992: 117].

Thus, the success of democratization processes directly depends on the adaptation of 
citizens to the new political system. The establishment of a new relationship between a person 
and political power depends on the quality of collective actions in politics (organized political 
participation) of different groups and individuals. Mobilization of the masses in the political 
process by non-state institutions is an indicator of the quality of democratic changes. While 
the political activity of the broad strata does not acquire signs of autonomy, organization and 
constancy, it is too early to talk about significant changes in the political system. Therefore, the 
level of civil activity can be an indicator of the democratization of the political regime.  

Important consequences of such self-organization of citizens should be the emergence of 
new collective actions for protections their interests and desire. At the same time, collective 
actions in politics should not be chaotic, but within the framework of social or legal norms.

Such a scenario, of democratic transformations with the key role of political mobilization of 
the masses has already passed the countries of the so-called “preliminary wave” of the last century. 
Examples include Spain (in the 1970s), where the persecution of labor movements was weakened 
at the liberalization stage, and Brazil (the 1980s), where social organizations immediately became 
active. Thus, the reduction of state controlled to the political activization of citizens. 

Increasing the level of political mobilization of the masses has a number of consequences 
in the socio-political sphere:

a) Stabilization of the system of needs and social expectations;
b) Learning the new system of roles and norms of behavior;
c) Non-state regulation of political activity of the population;
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d) Awareness of goals in the political sphere through the development of group self-
awareness.

This contributes to the adoption of a model of socially-organized democracy (A. Przeworski).
However, the provisions and examples of the theory of democratization cannot be fully 

applied to the transformation processes of post-Soviet countries, including Ukraine. The 
political activity of the citizens of these countries is complicated by paternalistic expectations, 
which are rooted in the mass consciousness. In addition, distrust of the institutions of power 
causes disinterest and indifference to political life. In these countries, loyalty to democracy 
directly depends on the success of economic transformations. 

Therefore, at the present stage of democratic transformations, the importance of the main 
subjects of mobilization increases. According to the Ukrainian scientist Tatyana Kremen, the 
main subjects are associations, i.e. formal associations having an organizational structure and 
management apparatus; political, spiritual leaders, moral authority.

Add to the above, the fact that political trust acts as the main basis of democratic 
transformations. It is included in the process of forming heterogeneous forms of public 
associations. Without this, it is impossible to achieve a consolidation of society on the basis 
of a minimum consensus. Trust is one of the main factors of the political mobilization of the 
masses in a democracy and ensures the smooth functioning of its institutions. Democracy 
needs a foundation of social trust, and a decline in the level of institutional support from civil 
society will inevitably lead to fundamental changes in the political system.

According to the scientist Galina Zabolotnaya, the social base of support of the 
institutions of power and their political and economic course provides confidence, which is 
directly connected with the mechanism of legitimizing authority [Zabolotnaya, 2003: 67]. 
This statement emphasizes the importance of political trust of citizens during the period of 
unification for the effective and stable functioning of these structures. In addition, in the late 
1950s — early 1960s, in the work of G. Almond and S. Verba “Civic Culture” it was proved 
that only the trust of the majority of citizens to the existing state of affairs is the basis of civil 
culture, that is, democratization of society.

Here we should pay attention to the fact that even in stable democracies sociological 
researches state a massive distrust of citizens towards government bodies. However, in this 
case there is a number of legal procedures, for example, the people’s dissolution of government, 
the people’s constitutional and legislative initiative, the people’s assembly of citizens, and the 
recall of a deputy by voters. In addition, there is a mechanism of expression of no confidence 
in the government by the government.

The above- mentioned only confirms the interrelation of phenomena: political trust — 
consolidation of citizens — civil activity. The higher the level of associative everyday political 
participation of citizens, the higher is the indicator of citizens’ political confidence in the 
political regime as a whole. As an example, we can recall the transformation processes of 
Eastern Europe (in particular, Poland and Hungary) in the early 1990s of the 20th century. 
There, trust in democratic institutions and procedures helped to increase the activity of 
non-governmental organizations and, ultimately, establish a democratic political regime. 
Therefore, when sociologists began to record a decline in the level of political mobilization 
of the population in American society, alarming publications immediately appeared about the 
threat to the existence of a democratic system. Therefore, S. Lipset and W. Schneiderstated that 
people began to express themselves more and more critical about the actions (results) of the 
main institutions [Dogan, 1999: 85].
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Therefore, for countries that are only striving to establish democracy, a huge problem is to 
strengthen the confidence of citizens as the basis for their political mobilization. Unfortunately, 
trust in political leaders is often identified with democratic institutions, which leads to a 
decrease in trust in parties, government, parliament, head of the state, state administrations, 
the media, etc.

Ukrainian researcher Alla Mischenko highlighted factors that prevent the modern 
Ukrainian authorities from gaining a sufficient level of trust: the inefficiency of the political 
elite, administrative pressure, the manipulation of spiritual values. All this may constitute the 
risk of a return to an authoritarian political regime [Mischenko, 2010].

Conclusions 

The process of political mobilization of large sections of the population is the final stage of 
the democratization of society and an indicator of the quality of systemic transformations. In 
modern Ukrainian society, the tasks of activating the population in politics and of co-operating 
citizens into voluntary associations remain unfulfilled. In the future, Internet resources are an 
effective means of mobilizing the Ukrainian population for political participation. The Internet 
has enormous potential to influence people’s minds and feelings, their way of thinking and 
political motivation. The introduction of a civil education system minimizes manipulative 
influences from the media. Acquiring the skills of systemic political activity, especially among 
young people, can be achieved by consolidating the efforts of various mobilization actors.

In further studies of the quality of democratic reforms in Ukraine, the scale of the political 
mobilization of the Ukrainian population should be taken into account. It will be relevant to 
analyze the level of political activity of wide sections of the population, the ability of citizens 
to cooperate in voluntary political associations.
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Introduction

Every day Ukraine faces new political, economic, educational, social and cultural 
challenges before every new state. The accelerated development pace of the modern civilised 
world forces to react immediately to all circumstances, both internal and external, thereby 
shaping the national doctrine for decades.

The great differences in world inequality are evident to everyone, even to those in poor 
countries, though many lack access to television or the Internet [Acemoglu & Robinson, 
2012]. They are the result of a deliberate or unconscious choice of states, each of which faces 
the consequences of their own expressions of will and political steps. In the globalised world 
of the beginning of the third millennium, there is no rational justification for the backwardness 
of countries. One can surely state that as there is no country that has steadily moved through 
its institutional formation.

© Melnyk, Taras, 2018
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Therefore, after a thorough analysis of a number of political and economic decisions that 
should be considered the cornerstone in building a domestic political and economic paradigm, 
one can outline the prospects of the Ukrainian state in the future and its place in the international 
globalised community.

Country’s Potential

Ukraine with an area of 603.7 thousand km² is the largest country in Europe. Moreover, 
one should consider that 100% of the country is located on the European continent [Pestushko 
et al., 2016].

Natural resources of Ukraine include land, climatic, recreational resources, flora and fauna, 
resources of the Black and Azov seas, mineral deposits, internal waters, etc. The forest area 
is 8.6 million hectares: by their means, Ukraine meets 25% of its wood needs. The area of 
agricultural land is 41.8 million hectares (out of which 33.2 million hectares are arable land). 
The main types of soils include the following ones: alfisols, forest soils, chernozem, soddy-
podzolic soils, and brown earth [Malysh, 2013].

According to the report of the State Service of Geology and Mineral Resources of Ukraine, 
with regard to proven stocks of coal, iron and manganese ores, titanium, zirconium, kaolin, 
graphite, sulphate-potassium and sodium salts, facing decorative stones, our state is among 
the leading countries of the world, and in the European subcontinent, takes the first position in 
most of the corresponding rankings. Ukraine ranks first in the reserves of manganese ores and 
germanium among the member countries of the Commonwealth of Independent States, it also 
ranks second in coal, iron ores, and a number of rare metals.

Very high resource potential in deposits of gold, a number of non-ferrous metals (lead, 
zinc, copper, molybdenum), rare metals (beryllium, lithium, tantalum, niobium, scandium), 
and rare earth metals (yttrium and lanthanides). For most of them, Ukraine is able to take a 
leading position in Europe in the near future. According to the nominal estimate of the raw 
material base for rare metals, Ukraine ranks second among the representatives of CIS [Report, 
2017e].

Ukraine belongs to the number of states of the world with reserves of all types of fuel and 
energy raw materials (oil, natural gas, coal, peat, uranium, etc.), and despite the high degree 
of the availability of this reserves, Ukraine provides itself with own energy resources only for 
about 47% [Report, 2017d].

It may seem that Ukraine obviously has all the necessary resource potential for attracting 
foreign capital, developing agriculture, having its own competitive production at the expense 
of cheap labour, and appearing in prominent positions in all possible international ratings. 
However, the potential is not always embodied in real growth indicators. The Gross Domestic 
Product per capita is considered to be one of the most accurate ways to assess the level of 
economic development of the state. The last 2017 Report on Index of Economic Freedom, 
published by the Heritage Foundation, contains the data on GDP per capita (purchasing power 
parity). In 2017, this indicator in Ukraine was $ 2,205, compared with the leading countries of 
the world, the gross domestic product of Ukraine is significantly behind and places our country 
at 133rd position among the 187 countries of the world for which the study was conducted 
[Report, 2017a].

At the same time, for example, Papua New Guinea is a country, which an average European 
knows only because it has a dozen active volcanoes, and it has a GDP per capita of 2,094.85 
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US dollars. Moreover, tiny Luxembourg, a state 7 times smaller than the overall area of Rivne 
region, has a near-overwhelming figure of $ 108,004.9, therefore heading this rating. What is 
the reason for this uneven development of countries?

Economic Institutions

Countries differ in their economic success because of their different institutional approach. 
Economic institutions are the study object of economic institutionalism; they can be inclusive 
and extractive. Inclusive economic institutions are those that allow and encourage participation 
by the great mass of people in economic activities, while extractive economic institutions are 
designed to extract incomes and wealth from one subset of society to benefit a different subset 
(elites) [Acemoglu & Robinson, 2012]. Ukraine is among those countries that have built its 
own economic paradigm on the basis of extractive institutions. We can outline the following 
characteristic features of the extractive approach in the economic institutions of Ukraine:

1. The level of corruption in the country. According to the 2017 World Transparency 
International Corruption Perception Index, Ukraine ranked 137th. The index is graded from 0 
(very high level of corruption) to 100 (very low level of corruption). According to it, Ukraine 
has improved its result for one point last year and received 30 points out of 100 possible. Iran 
and Sierra Leone received the same number of points [Report, 2017g].

Corruption is the eternal stumbling point of most states. After all, the possibility of obtaining 
undue advantage allows the officials to ignore the requirements of the current legislation and 
the norms of public morality easily. This trend, in turn, leads to the fact that most power and 
money are in the hands of a narrow circle of people, thereby leading to poverty and extremely 
low social welfare of the rest of population. In Ukraine, corruption reaches phenomenal 
scales. Beginning with the crisis of the 1990s, corruption and comprehensive raiding (illegal 
takeovers) have become not only an annoying reality but also an integral part of the mentality 
of citizens and their outlook. Unfortunately, the impossibility of understanding the change of 
the existing system due to the lack of proper education, as well as the lack of legal counteraction 
instruments, eliminates any attempt to combat bribery, even at the ideological level. In fact, by 
creating a closed corrupt circle, the inhabitants of the country find themselves in a desperate 
state: they have either to join corruption for the sake of survival and self-realization, or to be 
on the fringes of society all the time. In the latter case, they would have to fight constantly 
for the observance of elementary human rights, and spend all their lives on judicial delusions 
or proclaiming ineffective manifestos as single outbursts of hope. The public hierarchy in a 
corrupt state, as a rule, is built on the basis of social injustice, the retention of people in fear, 
unjustified restrictions in a number of rights and freedoms. The investment climate in Ukraine 
is unfavourable, multinational corporations are flatly refusing to invest their own capital here.

2. Poor number of middle class representatives. According to preliminary estimates of the 
experts from the Razumkov Centre and the Institute for Demography and Social Research of 
the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine, the middle class in Ukraine is no more than 
14% of the population (according to Pew Research Center Report, in the United States this 
figure is 52%) [Report, 2018b]. However, that taking into account the real purchasing power 
of the population, this figure may appear to be much lower [Libanova et al., 2014]. Although 
the issue of the middle class relevance in different countries of the world is one of the most 
controversial in the economy, since, in this case, it is worthwhile to distinguish between the 
“inner middle classˮ and the “middle class, tied to the conversion into foreign currency.ˮ



Ukraine and Its Future in a Globalised International Community
 by Taras Melnyk

Ukrainian Policymaker, Volume 3, 201820

According to Dmytro Vasilyuk, the middle class in society should perform the following 
roles [Vasilyuk, 2015]:

1. The national ideologist and facilitator of the statehood idea, the foundations of civil 
society and its own high moral behaviour;

2. Generator of innovation in the community with limited resources for economic 
development; actualisation of enormous intellectual and labour reserves;

3. Motivator of the development of the environment with the urgent need for import 
substitution, the effectiveness of the use of the endogenous potential of the economy to 
prevent the massive migration and demographic losses.

Even the high incomes of citizens should not be associated with the economic independence 
inherent to middle class. After all, after converting incomes into foreign currency, the middle 
class will be much less prosperous. Still, the middle class is primarily a population that can afford 
to travel and rest sometimes, buy quality household appliances and own a car. Furthermore, 
given the new possibilities for issuing visas to Ukrainian citizens for short-term trips to the 
European Union, shopping online, as well as the possibility to work remotely in foreign 
organisations, the relevance of measuring earnings in Ukrainian hryvnia is steadily declining 
as a real valuable indicator. Economic independence, first and foremost, is determined by the 
stability of the economic and political situation in the country, the accuracy of forecasting the 
level of inflation. Nevertheless, due to the existence of a number of opaque corruption schemes 
and excessive taxation of self-employed people, there is no need to talk about the possibility 
of economic independence.

Concerning the participation of the middle class in public life, both at the municipal level 
and in the country as a whole, it is rather an exception than a common practice. Only a few 
people are ready to engage in creating an ideological resistance movement, which will soon 
become a springboard for further institutional changes, after they realize the scale of the 
challenges they would have to face in the conditions of intellectual poverty of the nation. It 
should be noted that domestic representatives of the intellectuals and “brain” of the nation — 
writers, engineers, and scientists, artists, and media professionals — prefer to work abroad, 
participating in massive labour migration. They are looking for decent living conditions abroad 
and payment for their own talents, thus investing in the development of other countries alien 
to them. Only officially, according to the data of the State Customs Service Report, in 2017 
more than 7,325 Ukrainian citizens issued documents for permanent residence abroad [Report, 
2017c]. Even though there is no accurate statistics available, basically, we talk about thousands 
of talented professionals, whose own country was unable to offer a worthy future. The scant 
share of the middle class in society is also due to the fact that its existence is disadvantageous to 
the narrow circle of the ruling elite. After all, the middle class in theory has enough economic 
and intellectual power to destroy the existing system, so it is fairly viewed as a potential threat.

3. Lack of creative destruction. Scholars view creative destruction as a constant 
transformation of the country’s economy in accordance with the most modern challenges of 
globalisation. In simple words, this is a change of old things and processes, irrelevant to the 
existing era of innovation, to the more favourable ones for the creation and development of the 
economic potential of the state. For example, the transition from traditional agricultural-artisan 
to industrial society at the end of the 17th and early 19th centuries in Western Europe is a vivid 
example of creative destruction in the economy, as it is a combination of time requirements 
with the development of advanced technologies and the patenting of a number of inventions 
that have changed the perception of the world forever. Moreover, if in the previous epochs 
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of mankind existence creative destruction could last for decades or even centuries, today 
scientific and technological breakthroughs are occurring almost every day.

Creative destruction as a phenomenon is impossible in the presence of extractive economic 
institutions. Economic transformation can leave behind the enrichment of people who, because 
of their own ignorance and the reluctance to change society for the better, are incapable 
of keeping up with the times, offering ineffective reforms. In the conditions of creative 
destruction, a number of activities, professions, and equipment may simply become useless. 
So, for example, being the owner of a plant for the production of obsolete equipment — will 
you be happy to know that tomorrow there will be no demand for your products on the market? 
Surely, no.

Artificial inhibition of scientific and technological progress in Ukraine is one of the signs 
of the existence of extractive economic institutions. The Legatum Prosperity Index study 2017 
conducted by the British non-profit organisation Legatum confirms it. The Report states that 
out of 149 surveyed countries, Ukraine ranked 112th [Report, 2017b]. The index determines 
the level of progress with such criteria as economic growth, investment attractiveness, level 
of health care, pollution of the environment. It is rather difficult to believe that during the 
globalisation era, the state is unable to keep pace with progress solely because of the lack 
of knowledge or technology — both can be borrowed in the absence of own research and 
development outcomes. Furthermore, the modern propagation of consumerism makes 
transnational corporations look for new markets for their own technologies in order to increase 
capitalisation and strengthen the dominant position in the market segment. Simultaneously, the 
creation of a number of regional development programmes, availability of grant projects of 
the European Union partially solve the problem of lack of funds — searching for beneficiaries 
interested in investing in promising markets of developing countries is generally widespread 
practice.

The essential component of economic development is the proper level of education and 
science in the country. Actualisation of advanced professional knowledge in all branches is an 
integral part of improving existing market mechanisms.

With regard to school education, it is difficult to objectively assess the situation because 
Ukraine will only join the Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) this year. 
The concept of the New Ukrainian School, which prerequisite is the adoption of the new Law 
of Ukraine “On Educationˮ in September 2017, is quite promising. An attempt to modernise 
and improve the Ukrainian educational tradition by providing more autonomy to schools and 
the introduction of 12 years of schooling can become the basis for the modification of the 
entire existing educational sector, since students will be able to get the specialised secondary 
education in grades 10-12. Having received profile knowledge at school, students will more 
often choose vocational education, minimising the shortage of specialists in the technical 
professions in the labour market.

Higher education has a wider basis for analysis. According to the Report of the State Statistics 
Service of Ukraine for 2017/2018, there are 661 functioning higher education institutions in 
the country: 372 of them have I-II accreditation levels and 289 have III-IV accreditation levels 
respectively [Report, 2017f]. It would seem that the more educational institutions, the better, 
because as a matter of logic education in this case becomes accessible, significantly raising the 
level of awareness and professional competence among the population. However, according 
to the Times World University Rankings-2018, published in the international analytical 
educational weekly newspaper Times Higher Education, only one Ukrainian higher education 
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institution was in the first thousand (Taras Shevchenko National University ranks between 801 
and 1000 positions). In order to compare, there are 9 universities from the Republic of Poland 
and 12 from Czech Republic in the first thousand [Report, 2018c]. The Data Points Analytical 
Toolkit of this rating, in addition to published feedback and surveys of more than 200,000 
scholars and students, examines the level of productivity of peers from different institutions at 
the local, regional and international educational levels. Accordingly, the given data testify to 
the low level of prestige of domestic higher educational institutions, the inability to meet the 
educational requirements of the 21st century in the context of globalisation.

The educational approach in the vast majority of domestic higher education institutions is 
based on the concept of teaching, rather than developing students’ ability to study, resulting 
in graduates failing to reach self-fulfilment in modern realities of high-tech information 
environment. Besides, the curricula is formed with excessive theorising of the study process, 
without taking into account the labour market situation. This leads to the lack of competitiveness 
of Ukrainian young professionals both in the country and abroad. In fact, going through the 
outdated materials during the study, the student, in the first place, must rely solely on his/
her own motivation and devote the lion’s share of free time self-education, rectifying the 
innovations of European professionals.

According to the data of the Explanatory Note to the Draft Law of Ukraine “On 
Amendments to Section VI “Final and Transitional Provisions” of the Budget Code of Ukraine 
for 2017”, R&D/GDP intensity in Ukraine (or the State Budget expenditures for scientific 
research) is UAH 4,840.050 million, or approximately 0.18% of the total GDP [Explanatory 
Note, 2018]. Despite the scarcity of funding, these funds are mostly for the maintenance of 
research institutions, not for the research itself. Objectively, a state that spends on science 
and research less than 1% of GDP cannot be considered developed, since the likelihood of 
creative destruction becomes limited, and the possibility of modernising any processes at the 
national level does not actually exist at all. Modern technological equipment and software 
are highly valued, and given that it is manufactured mostly abroad, the supply price becomes 
higher and higher. We should not forget about the proper level of wages of scientists, who, 
above all, should have enough motivation to work on long-term researches, spending weeks 
and months for the analysis of the received data. The level of remuneration of employees 
of educational institutions in Ukraine is much lower than in the EU member states and not 
only. As stated in the Resolution of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine “Recommendations of 
the Parliamentary Hearings on the topic: “On the State and Issues of Financing Education 
and Science in Ukraine” dated July 12, 2017, in 2015, the salary of the Doctor of Sciences 
(D.Sc./Dr. habil.), professor in Ukraine was $ 134, while in the Czech Republic it is $ 1,800, in 
Poland — $ 2,800, and in China — $ 3,100 respectively. Such low level of salaries of scientific 
and pedagogical employees does not exist in any country in the world [Resolution, 2017].

Ukrainian scholars have less and less pride in their own property, with neither means nor 
incentives to work. The educational and scientific sector is in a state of decline, which results 
in incorrectly defined priorities of the state’s development.

The impact of the institutions on behaviour and incentives in real life is evident; they 
determine the further triumphs and defeats of nations [Acemoglu & Robinson, 2012]. 
Inclusive institutions always invest in development and innovation, while looking for relevant 
approaches to provide the same benefits to the entire community in the future. It is important 
to note that sometimes waiting for dividends from such investments can take years. They are 
long lasting in their nature, since they aim to lay the foundations for high standards and proper 
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social guarantees. Nations, which have crystallised awareness of the gradual change in the 
coordinated work of all components of transformation — economic or any other ones — tend 
to be among the leaders, dictating the world order.

Domestic Political Institutions

Political institutions of the country, which purpose is primarily to establish, execute, 
and support the authorities, can also be considered extractive. Comprehensive bureaucracy 
is quite objectively considered one of the main reasons for the slowdown of the Ukrainian 
political development. Under such conditions, the protection of own rights and freedoms, the 
restoration of social justice and the opportunity to initiate changes at both the state and local 
levels will become the prerogative of only the most patient citizens who are competent in law. 
These people will surely form a minority, and therefore will not be able to stand in the way 
of inactivity or a policy that does not meet national interests.  Unlike inclusive institutions, 
extractive political institutions aim at retaining power for a long time in the hands of one group 
of stakeholders through informational propaganda in the media, low level of political literacy 
among the population, and minimising the influence of the opposition. Thus, the absence of 
any alternative allows controlling people for a long time. The relations between Ukraine and 
the EU in this context are the most significant factor.

Ukraine has been slowly approaching the Association Agreement with the EU for 7 years, 
since the first negotiations on the Agreement were initiated under the presidency of Viktor 
Yushchenko in 2007. Therefore, although at the beginning of the negotiations the EU officials 
insisted on signing an agreement on cooperation with the neighbouring country, it would be 
fair to regard this event as the basis of the current transformation of Ukraine through European 
integration.

Viktor Yushchenko during the presidency constantly complained about the corruption of 
the parliament, and entered the history of Ukraine more as a fighter for the restoration of the 
historical past of the nation and a talented beekeeper. Despite the fact that during the time 
of Yushchenko’s presidency, the Holodomor of 1932-1933 was acknowledged as a genocide 
of the Ukrainian people, his participation in political strife before the eyes of the entire 
international community does not allow him to be identified with a strong political leader 
able to cope with his responsibility. The extension of the powers of the National Security and 
Defence Council in order to duplicate the powers of the Cabinet of Ministers in March 2005 is 
considered a vivid manifestation of the attempt to form extractive political institutions, since 
in this way Yushchenko tried to legitimately expand his power by increasing his influence. 
This caused heavy indignation in the parliament. The fuzzy position of the Government of 
Yulia Tymoshenko, the newly appointed head of the government, and her political party on 
the military aggression in Georgia in August 2008 on the part of the Russian Federation, gave 
rise to sharp criticism from the President during the meeting of the political council of the Our 
Ukraine party on September 20, 2008. The tensions between the President and Prime Minister 
of the country have become one of the prerequisites for the 2008 political crisis.

Thus, he did not introduce a visible improvement in the ordinary Ukrainians, and the 
promise to unite the national democratic forces for a joint further struggle remained unfulfilled.

Despite the manifested identification of Ukrainians with the European community, the 
emphasis was on understanding the whole nation as a whole, without any advances in the 
understanding of belonging to certain prevailing world coalitions, which is a fundamental 
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component of the globalised world. Populism and the lack of political will of the head of state 
did not allow the development of political inclusive institutions.

Victor Yushchenko’s successor — Viktor Yanukovych — who was the Prime Minister in 
the government of the “orange leader”, has also not shown a great deal of political abilities and 
achievements. The closest political and business scope of people surrounding then-President 
of Ukraine Viktor Yanukovych and his son, Alexander, which was marked by the media as 
the “Yanukovych’s Family”, has become, in fact, the ruling elite in the country. According 
to Anders Aslund, Senior Researcher at the Institute for International Economics, business 
in Ukraine was represented by young entrepreneurs from Donetsk, friends of Alexander 
Yanukovych, who assumed all key economic positions in the government, as well as an 
important position of the Minister of the Interior.

The representatives of this clan purchased companies one after the other by illegal takeover. 
These purchases were described as non-voluntary ones, given that the “family” controlled the 
law enforcement agencies, the courts and the tax office. Later on, heavy industry, the media 
and banking were in their sphere of influence [Aslund, 2013].

The signing of the Agreement between Ukraine and Russia on the Black Sea Fleet in 
Ukraine, widely referred to as the Kharkiv Pact, with the President of the Russian Federation 
Dmitry Medvedev on April 21, 2010, according to which the Russian Federation Black Sea 
Fleet’s Stay in Sevastopol was extended till 2042, was also a significant moment on the 
European route [Agreement, 2010].

At the same time, the establishment of a presidential-parliamentary form of government 
as a result of the Constitutional Takeover in October 2010 completely entrenched extractive 
institutions in the political life of Ukraine. Through legal concentration of the entire vertical of 
executive power in his own hands, Viktor Yanukovych established a dictatorship in the country 
and took a number of principal decisions even without prior public discussions.

Subsequently, the course on European integration gradually disappeared from the horizons 
of the Ukrainian future, while the former president found more and more rational reasons in 
joining the Customs Union, which members at that time, except for the Russian Federation, 
included only the Republic of Belarus and Kazakhstan. The beneficial gas contract with the 
Russians and the absence of any political ambitions of Viktor Yanukovych actually led to the 
imposition of pro-Russian values, the mediation of Ukraine in pursuit of the geopolitical goals 
of the Russian Federation. The desire to assimilate into the European community, to put into 
action its values   and understanding of social justice, was perhaps the only factor behind the 
containment of growing social oppression and discontent.

The decision to suspend the process of preparing for the signing of the Association 
Agreement with the European Union on the grounds of the loss of a significant portion of 
the Russian market in this case and the banal lack of funds for the implementation of the 
Agreement became the apogee of dissatisfaction with Yanukovych’s policy. Whereas the 
forceful opposition to the peaceful demonstrations and rallies on November 30, 2013, finally 
exhausted all patience of the Ukrainian nation, transforming the peaceful manifestations of 
the expression of will into the national liberation struggle against dictatorship, marked as the 
Revolution of Dignity.

As a result, the country achieved the removal of President Yanukovych from power, 
his dismissal from office, the dissolution of the government, more than a hundred dead and 
thousands of victims in protest actions, transformation of public consciousness. It was a lesson 
of political literacy, for which it was necessary to pay the price in blood.
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Hence, people had high expectations for the newly elected president Petro Poroshenko 
and his team in 2014. The Revolution of Dignity gave people an opportunity to conceive 
of themselves as the main factor in the existence of a state — people who have rights and 
are ready to defend them. For the first time in the history of Ukraine’s independence, the 
reasoned criticism of power began to be taken into account. In fact, officials were forced to 
respond by communicating with the people on an equal footing, and not from the position of 
redundancy and supremacy, as it was before. So, even the positive effects of the policy of the 
current president — the signing of the Association Agreement, the visa-free regime with the 
member states of the European Union , the creation of the National Anti-Corruption Bureau 
of Ukraine, the reform of law enforcement agencies and the development of the European 
integration vector of Ukraine — disproportionately satisfies the population. The people pose to 
the head of the state a fair amount of requirements and questions regarding unfulfilled election 
promises. Despite attempts to level out the results of the actions of the previous government 
with clearly expressed extractive institutions in the form of lustration, the reformation of law 
enforcement agencies and the abolition of anti-people’s decrees, the formation of political 
inclusive institutions is a distant prospect.

The bulky bureaucratic system continues to function. According to the results of the 
“Bureaucracy Index” survey for 2018, developed by the Institute of Economic and Social 
Studies (INESS), Ukrainian small businesses spend 469 person-hours a year on similar 
transactions. For example, the implementation of bureaucratic procedures in the Czech 
Republic is only 233 person-hours per year. The issues of corruption, mass migration abroad 
and the minor share of the middle class have been described above.

Conclusion

Ukraine is a state of enormous unrealised opportunities. Unfortunately, unrealised potential 
in the public consciousness is turning into a routine norm. The population, tired of constant 
political failures, loses confidence in the government, which level of public support was 
extremely low even in the best periods of Ukrainian statehood. Most conscientious citizens 
prefer to exist outside the formal system, trying not to participate in the life of society, first 
of all, looking for their own benefits in economic and political processes. As a result, the 
Ukrainian nation is fragmented, uncertain about tomorrow.

According to the author of the article, Ukraine is able to significantly accelerate the 
institutional transformation only under the following conditions:

1. Rational utilisation of the resource potential and abolition of the moratorium on the 
sale of agricultural land. Agriculture is one of the most investment-attractive sectors of 
the economy. This is due to the lack of fertile soils in some regions of the world in an 
era of climate change, as well as the insignificant cost of training specialists in the field. 
Therefore, by involving as many people as possible in farming, Ukraine will improve 
its investment attractiveness through attracting foreign capital, innovative technologies 
and advanced equipment. An existing moratorium on the sale of agricultural land is also 
a significant disadvantage of the modern land system — it must be abolished. Ukraine 
is one of the six countries on the planet, which does not have its own land market. 
Denis Nizalov, a consultant to the World Bank on Land Issues, in his paper notes that 
according to the World Bank, the budget loses more than UAH 1 billion each year due 
to the lack of funds from the land tax, understated rent for state and communal land, 
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and also from the land that has no clear legal status [Nizalov, 2018]. Accordingly, as a 
result of suggested policy change, the country will become more open to globalisation, 
dictating its own conditions to attract foreigners.  

2. Pursuit of a full-scale information fight against corruption. For unknown reasons, it is 
not accepted to talk about corruption in Ukrainian society. Combating this mysterious 
phenomenon is not mentioned in school and university curricula, and individual 
facultative measures are not able to overcome the systemic nature of the problem. 
Therefore, only mass broadcasting of the phenomena, manifestations and consequences 
of corruption in accessible forms will be able to educate generations of conscious 
citizens.

3. Introducing a fundamentally new type of social partnership between the authorities and 
the public. It is important to understand that an official of any level is just an elected 
representative, delegate from the people or a specific community. We should remember 
that every citizen, when paying taxes, has the right to control the quality of work 
performed by the people’s representatives at all levels. Therefore, it would be advisable 
to register a personal cabinet of a citizen on the website of the Verkhovna Rada and local 
councils at the onset of adulthood, where s/he can review monthly reports on the work of 
all departments and analyse the adopted amendments or new bills. In such a way, it is also 
possible to collect signatures for petitions, provided that the approved decision will cause 
doubt or require revision. Accordingly, the principle of secret voting will be maintained, 
however the level of political awareness of the population will increase, because in order 
to take an active part in the political life of the country, it will not be necessary even to 
leave the house, not to mention the ballots and queues at the polling stations.

Objectively, there is always a possibility of radical changes. Moreover, the point of 
irreversibility in the form of the Association Agreement with the European Union became a 
reference point for the recent history of the creation of the Ukrainian state. Ukrainians realised 
that only the assertiveness, enormous efforts and steadfastness of the belief in institutional 
changes, backed up by the constant control of local self-government bodies and a high level of 
social responsibility, could give a positive impetus. The new course of decentralisation has also 
played a significant role in this. By creating numerous NGOs aimed at combating corruption, 
illuminating the illegal enrichment of officials in the media and helping the military, Ukrainian 
society has truly demonstrated the previously unprecedented ability to rally against common 
problems. At present, public activity is an integral part of the social and political life in Ukraine, 
creating the springboard for the self-fulfilment of people, who, because of extractive power 
structures, cannot get into the government to become agents of change. Taking into account all 
the analysed aspects and factors of influence, the forecast of the state development is considered 
positive, but only in the long-term perspective.

It is the subjective opinion of the author of the article that all further institutional transformations 
will be able to acquire the features not earlier than 10 years after the signing of the Association 
Agreement with the EU. This can be explained by the fact that Ukraine is dependent on macro-
financial assistance from the International Monetary Fund, and therefore, in order to receive the 
following tranches, the country will, first and the foremost, have to comply with the terms of this 
organisation. Accordingly, these adjustments to political and economic development may slow 
down somewhat.

Thus, given the prospects of the public sector in domestic institutions and the consequences 
of the destruction of outdated models during the Revolution of Dignity, Ukraine has prospects 
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of growth as a country with decent democratic values and the proper realisation of economic 
potential. However, the promptness of these changes depends, at the first place, on the ultimate 
overthrow of the influence of extractive institutions.

 References

Acemoglu, Daron, and James Robinson. Why Nations Fail. The Origins of Power, Prosperity 
and Poverty. New York: Crown, 2012.

Agreement between Ukraine and the Russian Federation on the Black Sea Fleet in the Territory 
of Ukraine. Document No. 643_359 2153-VI dated 27/04/2010. http://zakon.rada.gov.
ua/laws/show/643_359

Aslund, Anders. The Crisis in Ukraine: Yanukovych and the Oligarchs. BBC Ukrainian. 
December, 2013. https://www.bbc.com/ukrainian/politics/2013/12/131211_
yanukovych_tycoons_yg.shtml

Libanova, Ella, Liudmyla Cherenko and Olexander Vasiliev. The Population with Average 
Incomes as the Basis for the Formation of the Middle Class in Ukraine. National 
Security and Defense. Vol. 1, 2014: 79-96. 

Malysh, Natalia. Structural Indicators and Economic Assessment of Natural Resource 
Potential. Public Administration: Theory and Practice. Vol.1, 2013: 1-7. http://irbis-
nbuv.gov.ua/cgi-bin/irbis_all/cgiirbis_64.exe

Nizalov, Denis. About the Cancer of the Ukrainian Economy, or How a Land Moratorium 
Harms Every Ukrainian. Economic truth. May, 2018. https://www.epravda.com.ua/rus/
publications/2018/05/10/636671/

Pestushko, Valeriy, Uvarova, Ganna, and Dovgan, Andriy. Geography: a Textbook for the 
Primary Education. Kyiv: Genesis, 2016. 

Report of Bureaucracy Index. 2018a. How Many Hours Spends a Small Entrepreneur Dealing 
With Bureaucracy? http://bureaucracyindex.org/index/

Report of Country Ratings for GDP Per Capita (2017a). https://www.imf.org/external/pubs/
ft/weo/2018/01/weodata/ 

Report of Legatum for the Legatum Prosperity Index. Creating the Pathways from Poverty to 
Prosperity. 2017b. https://www.prosperity.com/rankings

Report of Pew Research Center for the American Middle Class. Stable In Size But Losing 
Ground Financially to Upper Income Families. 2018b. http://www.pewresearch.org/
fact-tank/2018/09/06/the-american-middle-class-is-stable-in-size-but-losing-ground-
financially-to-upper-income-families 

Report of the Sovereign Tax Service of Ukraine. 2017c. https://dmsu.gov.ua/assets 
Report of State Service of Geology and Mineral Resources of Ukraine. Fuel and Energy Raw 

Materials. 2017d. http://geo.gov.ua/old/storinka/palyvno-energetychna-syrovyna 
Report of State Service of Geology and Mineral Resources of Ukraine. 2017e. State of the 

Mineral Raw Material Base. http://geo.gov.ua/old
Report of the State Statistics Service of Ukraine. 2017f. http://www.ukrstat.gov.ua/operativ/

operativ2005/osv_rik/osv_u/vuz_u.html 
Report of the Times Higher Education Foundation. 2018c. The Times World University 

Rankings. https://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankings 
Report of Transparency International for Corruption Perceptions Index. 2017. https://www.

transparency.org/news/feature/corruption 



Ukraine and Its Future in a Globalised International Community
 by Taras Melnyk

Ukrainian Policymaker, Volume 3, 201828

Resolution of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine on “Recommendations of the Parliamentary 
Hearings on the topic: “On the Status and Problems of Financing Education and 
Science in Ukraine”. Document No. 2133-VIII dated 12.07.2017. http://zakon.rada.
gov.ua/laws/show/2133-19 

Explanatory Note to the Draft Law of Ukraine “On Amendments to Section VI “Final and 
Transitional Provisions” of the Budget Code of Ukraine. Document No. 8175 dated 
21.03.2018. http://search.ligazakon.ua/l_doc2.nsf/link1/GH6B300A.html 

Vasilyuk, Dmytro. The Development of the Middle Class in Ukraine from the Standpoint of 
a New Ideology of Its Functionality. Global and national problems of the economy. 
Mykolaiv. Vol. 8, 2015: 843-847.



Ukrainian Policymaker, Volume 3, 2018 29

Features of Computer Methods in Political 
Forecasting

Uliana Movchan1  

MA student, Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv (Kyiv, Ukraine)
E-mail: ekzemplyar6@gmail.com

https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6057-3677

This paper reveals the essence of computer methods of political forecasting, their classification and 
characteristics of different groups of methods. Article explore the classification of forecasting methods 
according to different criteria. We analyze the differences of computer and theoretical (expert) methods. 
In addition, we explore the advantages of using computer methods in political forecasting. 

The purpose of the article is to study the peculiarities of the computer methods application in 
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Computer methods — a set of techniques, operations of cognition and practical activities 
that are used in computer systems, in the form of codes, models, algorithms, programs.

Since the forecasting process is rather complex and involves a lot of constituent elements, 
different stages are distinguished within different approaches. Foreign researchers distinguish 
the stages of the overall forecasting process, which are practically oriented [Hyndman & 
Athanasopoulos, 2014: 21 — 22]: 

1. Determination of the problem;
2. Collecting information about the object;
3. Preliminary (reconnaissance) analysis of the object;
4. Selection and adaptation of forecasting models;
5. Using (testing) and estimation of the predicted model.

© Movchan, Uliana, 2018
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This approach, in our opinion, demonstrates the real process of forecasting and it is best 
correlated with the use of computer methods. Ukrainian researchers use the theoretical approach 
and distinguish the following stages of forecasting [Gorbatenko & Butovska, 2005: 23]:

1. Identifying the goals;
2. Obtaining information;
3. Information processing;
4. Assessment and analysis of information;
5. Determination the prospects and probability of the realization of the forecast. 
This approach, in our opinion, does not reflect the true nature of the forecasting process. 

The listed stages can reveal the essence of the political analysis process. However, within the 
framework of political forecasting, such a wide range of practical methods is used that cannot 
be used within the specified stages, and, therefore, it is impossible to implement a structured 
forecast and that affects its reliability.

In terms of «computer», the forecasting process is expressed in the following stages:
1. Receiving, processing and analysis of information about the object;
2. Codification of information, its preparation for forecasting;
3. The process of forecasting;
4. Visualization of the forecast.
Computer techniques can be used at different stages of political forecasting, even if they 

were not used at the preliminary stages of the forecasting process. Thus, according to the levels 
of computer methods, political forecasts are divided into the following types:

1. Automated — provide the using of computer methods at all stages of forecasting. 
Today, most of the political forecasts require human-expert assistance, in particular: to 
put the necessary data into the system, which will independently carry out an analysis 
of information for the further forecast. However, special services of different countries 
already use fully automated systems that can independently collect and allocate 
necessary information (via the Internet) for further forecasting.

2. Partially managed — provide for the processing and analysis of information through 
computer systems. Instead, the forecast is carried out directly by a person, an expert, 
based on the received information. There is also a possible situation where an expert 
collects, processes and analyzes information on his own, and forecasts are made by 
using computer methods.

3. Fully managed — provide for using by expert of various theoretical and practical 
methods and complete rejection of computer methods. At the same time, there is a 
possible situation when, despite the refusal of computer methods, the visualization of 
the political forecast is carried out with the help of various modelling systems.

Computer methods solve a significant range of problems that arise in the process of political 
forecasting. The most important are:

1) Data problems:
a) The presence of a large array of non-homogeneous data necessary for the implementation 

of the political forecast;
b) Disordered quantitative and qualitative data necessary for the implementation of the 

forecast.
Due to computer methods, it is possible to clearly arrange the data, to track the patterns 

and certain trends.
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2) Time problems:
a) Lack of sufficient time for complex forecasting, since the process of analysis of the 

initial data on the political situation may take more than one month;
b) The need for a long-term forecast (up to 10 years or more).
Computer techniques are able to assist in the rapid analysis of available data, as well as 

make predictions with high probability for several decades.
3) The problems of alternatives: availability of a large number of possible alternatives to 

the development of a particular political situation.
Computer methods are able to arrange the possible alternatives to the development of events 

in «decision trees», that is, in several ways of development simultaneously. The decision tree is 
a decision support tool used in statistics and data analysis for predictive models.

4) Reliability problems: the presence of a multicomponent political situation, the forecast 
of which may be subjective.

Due to computer methods, it is possible to analyze all components of a complex political 
situation with high reliability.

In political forecasting can be used an extremely large number of computer methods. It is 
worthwhile distinguishing the varieties of the following methods:

1. Analytical. Provide data analysis (due to computer tools), based on which it could 
be made a political forecast. These include the process of creating Event Data, the 
implementation of event analysis. In the process of analysis, coding systems are used, 
namely WEIS, COPDAB, CREON, BCOW, CASCON. Analytical computer methods 
are used, in particular, to predict the results of a political conflict (using the Levenshtein 
metric and the “conflict clusters” by F. Schrodt).

2. Modelling. Provide the creation (due to computer tools) of models that can demonstrate 
the process of leakage and the result of a political phenomenon. This kind of computer 
techniques is the most popular, since it allows you to make a long-term political forecast 
and get its graphical, interactive representation. There are different approaches to 
classify the computer models. Some researchers distinguish the following types: agent-
oriented (agent) models, evolutionary, sectional, microanalytic simulation, dynamic 
and related [Benoit, 2001:15]. Also, formalized models (model deprivation, model 
Polity IV State Fragility Index) can be distinguished; deterministic models (model 
of state stability MIT, Richardson arms race model, black box model of the political 
system, differential models of hierarchical control) and agent-oriented models (Epstein 
model of civil violence). There are also statistical models (Stephenson model of cycles 
of political mood, models of electoral cycles), but they are applied mainly within the 
limits of general statistical methods as one of the elements of forecasting [Stevenson, 
2001: 620].

3. Statistical. Provide definition (due to computer tools) dynamics of the political process, 
its trends, cycles and seasonality, as well as the interactions of time series. These include 
the Technical analysis of the Time Series: smoothing techniques, fitting functions; 
decomposition of time series: spectral analysis (Fourier analysis); statistical analysis of 
time series interactions: cross-spectral analysis.

4. Qualitative. It involves the use of the experience, knowledge and intuition of the 
researcher to carry out the forecast, as well as the use of computer tools for visualizing 
this forecast. These types of methods include: the Delphi method and the method of 
brainstorming. However, their application in computer systems is inappropriate, since 
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they do not provide mathematical precision of the results. Instead, as a computer method 
in science, the construction of scenarios is actively used. It is worth highlighting the 
deductive-inductive method of constructing political scenarios, as well as constructing 
scenarios based on situational analysis.

Most of the theoretical or expert methods of political forecasting today are used by 
a number of computer methods to systematize data and visualize them. Thus, the group of 
computer methods of political forecasting is increasingly expanding at the expense of the 
evolution of expert methods.

Among the analytical computer methods in political forecasting, event analysis is the most 
used. Event analysis or analysis of event data is a method of studying the dynamics of political 
situations, which is based on monitoring the intensity of events in order to identify possible 
ways of their evolution, as well as identify the components of the political process, which are 
the most important for research. However, gradually, in the process of political forecasting, 
begin to use more sophisticated analytical methods based on a variety of encoding systems 
and programs. Today, the following methods are used: Survival Analysis (Paul Dil, Janet Box-
Steffensmeier) — a method of investigating the probability of occurrence of the event; Rare 
events analysis (Gary King) — a method of analyzing individual political events, and not their 
aggregates; Neural Networks (Langche Zeng) — a method for finding purposes and means of 
treatment in a wide range of environments (in particular, political), based on simulating the 
work of human intelligence; Social / Geographic Network analysis (Michael Ward, Kristian 
Gleditsch) — a method of researching social relationships within a particular social structure 
created by individuals or organizations; the Bayesian method (John Freeman, Patrick Brundt) 
is a method of making decisions about unobservable characteristics, based on knowledge of 
the a priori distribution of the probabilities of these characteristics and on the conditional 
distribution of experimental results for given values of unobservable characteristics; 
Cluster Analysis (Robert Trapple) is a multi-dimensional research method, which includes 
the collection of data that contains information about sample objects, their arrangement in 
relatively homogeneous, group-like, and group-based analysis. 

The following analytical models are also used: the Heckman model, which includes two 
variables, that allows to determine the intensity of political participation of individuals, as 
well as to analyze the factors of their non-participation; Hidden Markov Model  is a random 
process generated by two interrelated stochastic mechanisms, these Markov chains having 
a finite number of states and a set of random functions, each of which is associated with a 
corresponding state; Wolfram Reversible Models — a platform for mathematical and computer 
modelling objects and systems based on the language Modelica; Poisson’s Regression 
Model — a method for describing rare events: includes a series of random events occurring 
over a fixed period of time or in a fixed area of space. Computer analytical methods are popular 
in prognostic studies, most of which are perennial or permanent. 

Among the computer modeling methods, it is worthwhile to distinguish the following 
classifications. 

By the type of language in which the models are formulated — meaningful and formal. By 
functionality, content models are divided into descriptive, explanatory and prognostic ones. 
Among the predictive, the most common are a variety of mathematical models. In general, 
they can be divided into three interrelated groups:

1. Deterministic models presented in the form of equations and inequalities that describe 
the behavior of the object being studied;
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2. Optimization models that contain a certain expression that needs to be maximized or 
minimized under certain constraints;

3. Probabilistic models, which are also expressed in the form of equations and inequalities, 
but have a probable meaning, that is, finding a solution is based on maximizing the 
average utility value.

At logical levels, models are divided into macro- and micro-models. Depending on the 
method of describing the object of the model, quantitative and qualitative [Yakovlev, 1998: 
15].

As concerns to reality, there are distinguished present, possible and desirable state of the 
system. The first ones are used in the study of the properties of a real object. Models of the 
second and third type are formed if necessary taking into account possible changes of the 
given object under the influence of various circumstances. The model of the problem situation 
is used, when there is a contradiction between the data and the state of the system. Ways and 
means to overcome this contradiction are contained in decision models.

In general, the essence of the modelling consists in replacing the real object of political 
reality with the object B created artificially, and the one that repeats the essential aspects of 
the object A, that is, its model. A model is an image of an object or structure, an explanation or 
description of a system, process or series of related events. For the simulation of any structure, 
object or process, a system of equations is formed. Communication systems within the models 
are presented by compiling a flow diagram of information flow, for example, by mathematical 
or logical-semantic modelling.

In the construction of mathematical models, mainly linear programming, dynamic 
programming, graph theory are used. However, when solving problems relating to the study 
of a political object, researchers often stop at forming a model without carrying out a detailed 
study of it. Different methods of modelling are used for solving research problems. The 
most developed is the systematic approach, which allows to consider the object of research 
as a system. Within the system approach, we use content models, namely: models of crises, 
revolutions, catastrophes, chaos. The Theory of Rational Choice, Downness Election model 
are also actively used. Political modelling combines mathematical techniques (Linear 
Modeling, Geometric method of Medulation, Graph Theory, Mynamic modeling); physical 
and chemical techniques (Models of Chaos, Evolution); psychology Models of Conflicts); 
economic methods (econometric methods, Theory of Decision Making, Analysis of Economic 
Behavior). In recent years, the Hierarchy Analysis method, developed by Thomas Saaty, is 
used. Scientists use different systems for evaluation of the models. For example, there are 
GDELT interaction graphs. 

Computer modelling methods are characterized by a significant number of benefits when 
applied in the process of political forecasting. Much of the events in political life is expected, 
so its appearance can be foreseen. The models help to express such informal predictions. 
Secondly, the formal model helps to overcome the free formulations of the assumptions of 
the informal model and provide a more accurate prediction that can be verified. Thirdly, the 
advantage of formal models is their ability to systematically operate concepts and elements of 
a higher level of complexity.

Most complex systems models are not particularly aimed to foresee the future state of the 
world. On the other hand, that is precisely the main goal of most global models: to provide 
a forecast of the future state of the world, or parts of it, using (perhaps many) mathematical 
equations and assumptions [Castro & Jacovkis, 2015]. 
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Computer statistic methods are scientific methods for describing and studying mass 
phenomena using computer programs and systems that allow quantitative (numerical) 
expressions. Today, there are comprehensive groups of computer statistical methods known 
as packets. One of the most popular statistical packages is SPSS. It combines several dozen 
different statistical and analytical methods (for example, the survival analysis described 
above). Most statistical packages are based on Time Series analysis. Also there are popular 
packages such as: STATISTICA, SAS, STATGRAPHICS PLUS, Systat. The complex 
statistical packages provide the ability to author for development of computer applications 
that allow the prediction certain types of political phenomena, such as: Stata, MESOSAUR, 
STADIA, EViews. Despite the variety of statistical methods, in the post-Soviet space, the 
MicrosoftExcel software package is used predominantly.

As it was mentioned, computer high-quality methods are characterized by the lowest level 
of use of technological tools. However, the best examples of combining a qualitative method 
with modern technological tools is the Scenario method and the Theory of Moves. The method 
involves the creation of scenarios that provide a high probability of working out effective 
solutions in situations where this is possible and higher probability of reducing expected losses 
in situations where losing is impossible. The Scenario method includes search and regulatory 
scenarios [Henrichs, 2003].

Over the past years, we see that computer methods are increasingly becoming used not only 
for the «private» forecasting of political events and processes, but also for the public. There 
has been an effort to create a forecasting platform for decision-making within the defense and 
intelligence communities, again based on open sources. For example, this is W-ICEWS, the 
Worldwide Integrated Crisis Early Warning System, often abbreviated ICEWS. It has a lot of 
components, but the most pertinent is the suite of models, developed by social scientists, that 
forecast major instability events around the world with high accuracy. The basic idea is to use 
data that are detailed but aggregated to the month. These data are both structural and behavioral. 
The behavior data are event data produced using a tested ontology of categories and an automated 
procedure for constructing word graphs of stories order to glean context [Ward, 2016]. 

Despite the fact that computer methods are already being used in the process of political 
forecasting in many countries of the world, they have significant further prospects for 
development and implementation. Each year, computer methods undergo modifications, and 
the modern technologies allows the development entirely new methods. It will be possible 
soon to allocate a separate group of computer methods: the online methods of forecasting. 
Certain bases for the formation of such methods were laid in 2011 when Research Associates, 
Inc. started testing the ACES prediction system. This system gave citizens the opportunity to 
participate in the crowdsourcing intelligence of the future. The fundamental novelty of the 
system is that forecasts are processed on the basis of special computational models that can 
improve human hypotheses, and prevent them from bias and stress influence. The project is 
funded by the Office of the Director of National Intelligence (IARPA) [Rawnsley, 2011].

The computer methods used in political forecasting completely differ from the 
corresponding theoretical (expert) methods. According to Philip Schrodt, computer methods 
are most effective in predicting the development of a global political situation or problem, 
but they can not be used to predict individual political events. To predict such events, it is 
necessary to apply theoretical (expert) methods.

Comparison of computer and theoretical (expert) methods [Schrodt & Yonamine, 2013: 
18].
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Computer methods Theoretical (expert) methods
Objective Subjective
Rigid / stable Flexible
Inability to study each individual event 
(study only a set of events)

Ability to interpret each individual event

Minimal and one-time financial costs of 
applying methods

Constant financial expenses for application of 
methods

The impossibility of predicting new 
phenomena

Ability to predict new phenomena

Thus, computer methods have an extremely wide range of opportunities for political 
forecasting. Already in the coming years, computer methods will promote the fact that the 
process of political forecasting will be carried out not only within special structures or research 
institutions, but also by any ordinary person.
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The beginning of the 21st century told all observers of international politics about the phenomenon 
of a rivalry revival between the West and the Russian Federation. Moscow’s resurgent imperialist 
aspirations are being negated both by the United States and by the countries of the European Union. 
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active phase of rivalry between the West and the Russian Federation currently takes place. The Donbas 
war is an exemplification of the Kremlin’s expansionist plans, because by destabilizing the integrity of 
Ukraine, Russia wants to restore control over this territory. This raises the fundamental issue concerning 
the subjectivity of Ukraine in the international arena. Therefore, will Ukraine be able to cope with the 
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Introduction

The end of the twentieth century was a time of significant changes on the international 
scene in the context of relations between individual countries. The decisive factors in this 
period were two specific phenomena − the collapse of the Soviet Union and the departure of 
the bipolar system of international relations for the US hegemony. At that time, Washington’s 
priority was to negotiate such conditions that the heiress of the Soviet Union − the Russian 
Federation − would not be a threat to American interests around the world [Stent, 2005: 259-
261]. Bill Clinton, in his policy towards Russia, was guided by the conviction that the rulers 
of the Kremlin did not satisfy their post-imperial ambitions. Consequently, it was not possible 
to rule out the factor destabilizing the post-Soviet space that Russia would use to rebuild its 
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superpower position on the international arena. That is why one of the main assumptions of 
the US foreign policy in this period in relation to the Eastern European states arising from 
the collapse of the USSR was to support the building of independent and democratic state 
structures and to stop Russia’s expansionist activities in the region [Stent, 2005: 263-265]. 

The beginning of the 1990s was a period of political weakness of the Russian Federation 
in the international arena. The reins of power were in the hands of people open to relations 
with the West. The president of the country, Boris Yeltsin, the prime minister and minister of 
finance, Yegor Gaidar and the minister of foreign affairs Andrei Kozyriev, based their policies 
on the “Kozyriev doctrine” then in force (from the name of the above-mentioned Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, Kozyriev). It was an exemplification of Russia’s submission to the West. The 
fundamental message of this document was the postulate of reconciliation with the hegemonic 
position of the United States in building the post-Cold War order and the adoption of principles 
and values prevailing in the West. 

This submission was only an illusion created by the authorities in the Kremlin in relation to 
their Western partners. Russia has never abandoned the ambition of being a superpower in the 
international arena. From the point of view of Moscow’s expansionist rhetoric the restoration 
of control over the area of the then “Soviet” empire was very important. The foreign policy 
of the Russian Federation changed radically with the arrival of Vladimir Putin, because the 
place of communist ideology was occupied by geopolitics encapsulated by specific Russian 
imperialism [Święchowicz, 2014: 38-40]. The shape of the policy pursued by the Kremlin 
against other states was well defined by British international relations researcher Janusz 
Bugajski who said that Russia had returned to the international arena as a significant player 
with its own projection of superpower identity. The imperative of policy towards the United 
States is to undermine their superpower status and to establish close cooperation with non-
tertiary countries, as well as skilful use of energy resources to increase their influence in the 
area of the former Soviet Union [Bugajski, 2004: 20-23]. 

The destabilization of Ukraine lasting with fluctuating intensity since the appearance of this 
state on the political map of the world is the strategic plan of the Russian Federation included 
in virtually every foreign policy document. The 2014 became a precedent in contemporary 
Ukrainian-Russian relations. Russia’s actions towards Ukraine have brought to an end many 
illusions that Russia is a fragile construct whose potential is based on the achievements of 
the then Soviet empire. Moscow has been firmly committed to the process of rebuilding the 
superpower position in the international arena.

The conflict in Eastern Ukraine is an important determinant influencing the redefinition 
of the relationship between the West — the United States and the European Union − and 
the Russian Federation [Olchowski, 2017: 154]. Ukraine in this context appears both as 
an entity and as an object in the superpower game for influence on the international arena. 
The articulation of the above statements is the basis for a deeper geopolitical analysis of the 
situation in Eastern Europe in the context of the Ukrainian-Russian war that has been ongoing 
since 2014. 

Subjectivity and Objectivity of Ukraine at the International Arena

The Russian Federation was skeptical about the act of state independence proclaimed in 
1991 by the Ukrainian Verkhovna Rada [Olchawa, 2009, 14-15]. The American international 
relations researcher from the University of Pittsburgh Ilya Prizel pointed out that the emergence 
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of an independent Ukraine on the political map of the world was a blow to national Russian 
self-perception [Prizel, 1994: 117-118]. The multi-vector policy pursued by Ukraine towards 
its strategic partners did not give rise to radical actions on the part of the Russian Federation. 
The presidency of Viktor Yanukovich was a favorable time for the Kremlin authorities to 
build a strong network of connections with the Ukrainian state. Practically every sphere 
of the functioning of the state was more or less subordinated to the Russian influences. In 
2013, when the Ukrainian people expressed their aversion towards the pro-Russian political 
elites realizing their particular interests led to the bankruptcy of the Ukrainian statehood, and 
decided to strongly associate with the Western structures, it was a clear sign for the Russian 
authorities that Ukraine was slipping out of control, which was unacceptable in the context of 
the reconstruction of Russia’s imperial position. 

Ukraine, in accordance with the geopolitical strategies of both the United States and the 
Russian Federation, is a buffer state — the territory that is a contentious issue in the rivalry 
between Washington and Moscow. A few decades ago an outstanding American researcher of 
international relations Zbigniew Brzezinski in his work The Grand Chessboard: American 
Primacy and Its Geostrategic Imperatives stressed that the importance of Ukraine does not 
result from the country’s power, but from an important geographical location [Brzezinski, 
1998: 49-51]. In this aspect, the Ukrainian state is treated by the rival parties as an object 
within the international arena. 

The reasons for this state of affairs should be found in both external and internal factors. The 
former include, among others, the weakness of Ukrainian diplomacy in the international arena 
and nuclear disarmament, which became the basis for the signing the Budapest memorandum. 

The West in August 1991, establishing relations with Ukraine as a newly-established entity 
on the political map of the world, did not rush with the official recognition of the independence 
of this state, as it happened in relations with the former Baltic republics that were part of 
the USSR. The explanation of this may be that on one hand Western states did not want to 
spoil relations with the still existing Soviet Union, and on the other − these countries never 
recognized legally that Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia are part of the USSR [Chekelenko, 2006: 
51-54]. On the other hand, Ukraine was an unknown state for the West, in the sense that all 
spheres of its functioning were connected with the “center” located in Moscow. Obviously, the 
Baltic States were also an inseparable part of the Soviet Union, but their geographical location, 
or rather its importance, was previously noticed by Western countries rather than Ukraine. 
Kiev was a specific case in the matter of building diplomatic relations with other countries. 
The multi-vector policy and the lack of decisiveness in making specific decisions constituted 
an obstacle for creating a strong diplomatic background.

The weakening position of the Ukrainian state in the international arena was also caused 
by the fact of nuclear disarmament. In 1992, Ukraine was the third largest power in terms of 
the size of its nuclear arsenal, being in this juxtaposition just behind Russia and the United 
States. Both in Washington and in Moscow, this was clearly a matter of concern. The fears of 
the nuclear powers were reduced to the fact that in early 1992 Ukraine gave up the possession 
of nuclear weapons by transferring all missiles to Russian arms factories, where they were 
destroyed [Yekelchyk, 2007: 201-204]. The next step was signing in Lisbon through Ukraine, 
Belarus and Kazakhstan an annex to the US-Soviet agreement on the reduction and reduction 
of strategic armaments (START I). Confirmation of the final stage of getting rid of the nuclear 
arsenal by Ukraine was the signing of the Budapest memorandum in 1994 [Kuzio, 1995: 
103-106]. An important assumption of this document from the point of Ukraine’s view was 
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to guarantee security in connection with the accession of the Ukrainian state to the Treaty 
on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. The signatories of this agreement (the United 
States of America, the Russian Federation and the United Kingdom) undertook to respect the 
sovereignty and integrity of the Ukrainian state. The contents of the Budapest memorandum 
also resulted in the guarantee of security for Ukraine from Washington, London and Moscow. 
Under this document, the signatory states promised to refrain from territorial disintegration 
and violation of the political and economic independence of the Ukrainian state [Yekelchyk, 
2007: 211-212].

As far as building subjectivity on the international arena is concerned, since the 
independence in 1991 Ukraine committed a number of errors that resulted in its objectification 
by stronger players, especially the Russian Federation. 

The subject character of Ukraine in the international arena is the result not only from 
external factors but also internal — lack of political consolidation, corruption, oligarchisation 
of the political sphere and economic dependence on the Russian Federation.

Lack of political consolidation is manifested by the slow introduction of political 
and economic reforms. It would seem that the revolution of dignity would be an impulse 
for the emergence of a new political force that will lead the Ukrainian state to the path of 
development. Despite complex political promises, the country that is struggling with the war 
on a part of its territory is still in political stagnation. The goal for most political parties is to 
pursue their particular interests, which are not necessarily always consistent with the interests 
of society. In 2017, following the Corruption Perceptions Index (Transparency International) 
Ukraine was on 130 place with 180 countries under consideration [Transparency International, 
2017]. In comparison to 2016, the Ukrainian state made progress, because then it was at 131 
position [Transparency International, 2016]. This is an effect caused by the adoption of laws 
to combat political and economic corruption. Anti-corruption activities are still at a very low 
level because Ukraine is invariably at the end of the ranking among the largest corruption-free 
countries in the world. 

Contemporary Ukrainian politics is based on the links of oligarchs controlling the major 
part of the state’s economic sector with the representatives of the authorities. There are no real 
party borders, real debates and ideological battles in the Verkhovna Rada. There is only the 
interest of the elites who after the revolution of dignity again subordinated their legislative 
control to Ukraine. In Ukrainian politics, what counts is the division of interests and the 
distribution of influence, allowing controlling the business and financial sphere of the state, 
when the social interest remains in the background. 

The economic dependence, which has also been mentioned as a factor weakening Ukraine’s 
position on the international arena, is the result of a long-term functioning in the country of the 
planned economy. The presence of Ukraine among the countries of the Soviet Union, in which 
such economic solutions prevailed, contributed to the dispersed production centers throughout 
the territory of the USSR. Nevertheless, the entire economic infrastructure in Ukraine is in 
an outdated state comparing to the developed Western economies.  Despite economic and 
development complications, Ukraine attracts more and more investors each year, which raise 
the Ukrainian economy to a higher world level.

The author’s intention is not to analyze phenomena affecting the objective character of 
Ukraine in the international arena. In the context of this article, it is only important to signal the 
factors that cause this state of affairs. The contemporary geopolitical situation in which Ukraine 
appears as the object of the imperial game between the West and the Russian Federation is the 
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result of mistakes made by the Ukrainian authorities both in the relationship of intra-state 
policy and foreign policy.

Constellations of Russian Foreign Policy towards the West

The Russian Federation skillfully uses the liberal-democratic system prevailing in the 
West. Political correctness prevailing especially in the European Union countries is treated 
instrumentally by the authorities in the Kremlin. A few years back, it would seem that Russia 
is starting to treat the West as an equal partner. The fight against international terrorism, the 
blocking of Iran’s actions in the sphere of development of the nuclear program and cooperation 
in the reconstruction of state institutions in Afghanistan − these are just some of the aspects 
of Moscow’s cooperation with Western partners. Despite such outlined constellations, Russia 
did not stop at implementing its expansionist plans. The exemplification of these activities is 
the active phase of destabilizing the integrity of the Ukrainian state, which has been ongoing 
since 2014. 

In this context, it is important that the reaction of the European Union, not the United States, 
was the most severe for Russia in connection with the war in the east of Ukraine. Washington, 
for purely pragmatic reasons, limited his reaction only to political and economic sanctions. For 
the United States, it was not so much Russia’s involvement in the Donbas war that mattered 
much, but Moscow’s action in the context of the presidential election in the United States and 
the involvement of the Russian side in the war in Syria [Olchowski, 2017: 162-163].

The European Union, as a subject of international politics, reacted to the Ukrainian-Russian 
war in a more decisive manner. This is directly related to economic, social and security policy. 
However, sanctions against Russia imposed by the European Union have been of a minor 
nature, because it works in this area in such a way as not to violate the particular interests of 
individual states. It is worth remembering that the interests of the European Union as a subject 
are not always consistent with the interests of individual member states.

The Russian Federation is very active in this field using intra-EU divisions. To this end, it 
supports various extreme political and social groups − both right and left [Olchowski, 2017: 
163]. Russian lobbying in the European Union is important in this context. One of the aspects 
of this lobbying is Moscow’s plans to establish a representative office for Crimea in Brussels. 
It is aimed to recognize the annexation of the peninsula and to abolish sanctions against the 
occupation authorities. The implementation of this undertaking will depend on the support 
of EU politicians affiliated with Russia coming from the nationalist parties of Austria and 
Belgium, representatives of Latvia acting for the benefit of the Russian minority and Czech 
MEPs belonging to the Communist Party [Laru, 2018]. It was planned that the representative 
office will be opened in the first half of 2019 and will function as the official lobbying group 
on the territory of the European Union. Vlaams Belang, a representative of the nationalist 
party Flemish interest, is optimistic about the Kremlin’s idea, claiming that the creation of 
a representative office will help to support foreign investments on the peninsula, which will 
undoubtedly contribute to the economic development of the region. A similar narrative is 
conducted by the representative of the communist Czech party Jaromír Kohlíček. Postulates 
that the issue of cooperation with the Crimean peninsula will contribute to the normalization 
of relations with the Russian Federation [Laru, 2018].

Another aspect is the information war carried out in relation to the European Union 
countries. A special case in this context is the question of Polish-Ukrainian relations. Poland 
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is Ukraine’s closest neighbor and constitutes an important foundation in relations between 
the Ukrainian state and the European Union. Russia uses historical events connected with the 
Polish-Ukrainian war at the beginning of the 20th century, and also − with the glorification 
of the Ukrainian Insurgent Army by the current Ukrainian authorities, whose ideology was 
truly anti-Polish. Moscow uses these facts to disrupt Polish-Ukrainian relations, thereby 
undermining the authority of Ukraine in relations with the European Union. 

The indicated aspects in the relations between the West and the Russian Federation are only 
an outline of the wider phenomenon of Russian lobbying in the European Union, as well as the 
manner of implementing Russian foreign policy towards the West.

Conclusions

Moscow today, despite criticism of the international environment, is implementing one’s 
expansionist plan towards Ukraine. Vladimir Putin chose a convenient moment for the attack 
on Ukraine, because the state had been in disarray after the Revolution of Dignity, during 
which the Ukrainians expressed their aversion towards then President Viktor Yanukovich. In 
2014, there were no political forces in Ukraine capable of taking the situation into their own 
hands and managing the state so as not to allow a conflict in the eastern part of the country. The 
weakness of the Ukrainian political elites, which are mostly oligarchized clans, manifested 
itself in the lack of decisive actions against the Russian aggressor. No wonder that Russia, 
taking advantage of the convenient situation, under the guise of helping pro-Russian people of 
the Donbas, took part of the eastern regions of the Ukrainian state. 

Moscow has now created an extensive system of fighting with the West. One of the 
elements of this system is the hybrid war, which is an effective tool in the hands of the Russian 
rulers. The geopolitical game between Moscow and Washington today is a phenomenon that is 
commented on around the world. However, the reaction of some entities, especially in Western 
Europe is quite surprising. The existence and resilience of the so-called the “fifth column of 
the Kremlin” is an element of the geopolitical game of the Russian leader towards the West. 
Diplomacy, propaganda and energy resources form the Kremlin’s bargaining chip in relations 
with European countries. Those interested in the implementation of their particular interests, 
some German, Hungarian, Slovak, Austrian, or Greek politicians are economic and political 
partners of the Russian authorities.

The geopolitical rivalry between Washington and Moscow is nothing more than a rivalry 
for world domination. Ukraine, in this game, is only a resource for which fighting is currently 
being fought.
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to answer the question whether Novorossiya is a “new quality” in Russian policy concerning the post-
Soviet area, or rather key element in the strategy of “collecting lands” and another “hot spot”, next to 
Transnistria, Abkhazia and South Ossetia, in the post-Soviet space that would destabilize the situation 
in the region.  
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Introduction

In the nineties, the Russian Federation unequivocally declared the desire to act as an 
“arbitrator” and “stability guarantor” in the post-Soviet space. Such has always been the 
policy of the Russian Federation, which has tried to keep Ukraine in its sphere of influence. 
All actions leading to the cooperation of the Kiev authorities with the Western countries 
were unacceptable to Vladimir Putin because they jeopardized Russian national interest. The 
current military doctrine and security strategy of the Russian Federation determine Moscow’s 
pursuit of total control in the region and its rebuilding the position of the sub-power. The 
domination over the so-called “near abroad” (post-Soviet states considered by the Federation 
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to belong to the Russian sphere of influence) constitutes an indispensable element of this 
policy [Szporluk, 2000: 439].

Ukraine as an independent state was often referred to as a mistake of history [Moshes, 
1998: 3]. Vladimir Putin himself publicly questioned Ukraine’s ability to function as a 
sovereign entity in international relations during the Russia-NATO meeting in Bucharest in 
2008.

The Russians invariably attached great importance to geopolitics as a determinant of 
actions in the internal and foreign policy of imperialist Russia regardless of whether they 
were ruled by the tsars, the first secretaries or presidents. The Russian Federation’s political 
strategy has been diverting gradually towards neo-imperialist expansionism since around 
2004. These actions are of diverse intensity. The geostrategic factor plays a substantial role 
here. The countries that either have natural resources that can compete with Russian natural 
resources or whose governments have declared policies at least partly independent of the 
pressure exerted by the Russian authorities have become the priority ones to fall under 
control. As for Ukraine, the specific syndrome of “indissolubility of fraternal nations” enters, 
which got particularly forceful after the “revolution of dignity” and the escape of the former 
president Viktor Yanukovych [Orzechowski, 2017a: 131].

Conditions and implementation of the neo-imperialist  
expansion strategy in Ukraine

The first declarative threat that the south-eastern part of Ukraine might secede from 
the country appeared when Viktor Yushchenko had won the presidential election in 2005 
[Orzechowski, 2017b: 277]. At that time, some political leaders of the Party of Regions 
announced in Donetsk that they would seek federalization of the state and would like to 
establish the South-Eastern Ukrainian Autonomous Republic. The announcements sounded 
scary but, at that time, they were a kind of the game calculated to blackmail political opponents 
from Our Ukraine and Yulia Tymoshenko’s Batkivshchyna party as well as Western public 
opinion.

All-too-well-known reference to the Russian state as a guarantor of rights and defender of the 
Russian-speaking population abroad seems to be the key element. The word “neighborliness” 
is the term used all too often in this context. It seems that Russian interpretation of the notion 
is slightly similar to another term, namely, the “strategic partnership”, i.e. that, in both cases, 
we deal with the situation in which the states, such as Ukraine, accept the necessity to remain 
in the Russian Federation’s sphere of interest and try to adjust their policy to meet, more 
or less, the strategic assumptions of Russian policy [Orzechowski & Wolińska, 2017: 94]. 
However, the arguments for the legitimacy of the use of armed forces to protect Russians 
living in the former Soviet republics raise considerable concern. In this case, Vladimir Putin 
and his political establishment invoke such conceptual categories as: national interest, truth 
and justice [Orzechowski, 2017 b: 283].

All these elements form a coherent picture of conceptual foundations for Russian 
domination in the post-Soviet area. The main element here is the need to restore the unity 
of the “Russian people” sometimes also referred to as the “Russian-speaking community” 
[Orzechowski, 2015: 76]. The effective implementation of this concept may be achieved 
through the attempt to integrate the post-Soviet area either as the close block of Eurasian 
Economic Union or, in an extreme case, by creating a state body covering at least part of 
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this area. It is precisely on the basis of the discussed community of the “Russian world” that 
the priority political project named Eurasian Economic Union is implemented [Wiśniewska, 
2016].

Such a community could be based on the bond that links Russia with Ukraine and other 
states formed after the collapse of the USSR; it is more and more often referred to as the 
“Russian world — Russkiy Mir” [Orzechowski, 2017 b: 283]. The community is most often 
understood as that of Russian-speaking people who identify themselves with the Orthodox 
religion and culture and who refer to common values regardless of the citizenship and the 
ethnic background. According to this interpretation, the Russian-Ukrainian-Belorussian 
community should become the core of this Russian World together with its basic area — the 
Russian-speaking population of post-Soviet countries [Brooke, 2014].

The doctrinal assumptions of this policy claimed that the post-Soviet countries should 
refrain from participating in bilateral or multilateral co-operation projects that could, in any 
way, violate the strategic interests of the Russian Federation. In particular, this concerned 
possible cooperation with the North Atlantic Alliance and, to a lesser extent, with the 
European Union as well.

Secondly, these states should decisively commit themselves to respecting the political and 
cultural rights of the Russian-speaking population that lives there (including of the individuals 
with Russian citizenship).

Thirdly, the project of the Eurasian Economic Union should be one of the proposals 
of close political and economic integration dictated by the Russian Federation so that its 
strategic priorities were implemented. The fact that when it comes to Crimea and eastern 
Ukraine the possibility of using military force was emphasized in such a decisive way is 
a certain novelty. The military intervention would take place when the Russian authorities 
would recognize that the rules of security of Russian citizens and Russian soldiers stationed-
abroad were violated, or if such persons or their representatives would turn to Russia with a 
request for assistance. That was how the ex-President Yanukovych’s proposal to justify armed 
intervention in Ukraine was interpreted; in turn, the annexation of Crimea was presented as 
stemming from implementation of the “nations’ rights to self-determination” [Orzechowski, 
2015: 67]. However, there was a clear lack of efforts to preserve the legality of the actions 
and procedures in both cases. This leads to the conclusion that, in the situation where reliable 
legal and legal-international arguments cannot be applied, the Russian Federation authorities 
justify the undertaken actions with the unwritten rules of equity and justice or, if need be, the 
Russian legislation regarding the issue under discussion.

For Russia, to regain control over the post-Soviet area by establishing the zone of exclusive 
Russian influence there and to force the West to recognize the status quo still remains the 
primary aim of Russian political strategy. The Russian military offensive in eastern Ukraine 
was accompanied by the Kremlin’s increasingly more explicit use of rhetoric referring to the 
concept of the so-called Novorossiya, which was present in the political language of some 
separatists and Russian nationalists. It is noteworthy that the Russian troops that entered 
the Ukrainian area of Novoazovsk on August 27, 2014 carried the “flag” of Novorossiya 
[Menkiszak et al., 2017].

The campaign for the “unification” of the so-called Donetsk and Lugansk People’s 
Republics into the Novorossiya confederation conducted by the Ukrainian politician Oleg 
Tsaryov aided by Russia politically and through propaganda is an interesting example of 
the support. His initiative that Russian historians were to write a textbook on the “history of 
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Novorossiya” was one of his most controversial ideas. It was highly approved and received 
the official support of Sergei Naryshkin, the president of the State Duma, and the Russian 
Academy of Sciences [Menkiszak, 2015].

In the Ukraine itself, there is clearly a growing reluctance of part of the society towards 
the Ukrainian government and the president due to the lack of a positive breakthrough in the 
Donbass case. President Petro Poroshenko managed to concentrate the majority of power in 
his hands but he used it to strengthen his own position and not to keep his election promises. 
The moods of society as well as of its political elite are, therefore, closely dependent on the 
situation around Donbass [Olszański, 2017].

Indeed, the question whether — in the current difficult economic situation — Ukraine 
stands a chance to arrive at an advantageous solution of the Donbass issue remains the key one 
to find the answer to. Theoretically, there is the option to undertake force actions against both 
“republics” [Orzechowski, 2017a: 138]. Nevertheless, the highest military command must 
bear in mind the fact that should Ukraine gain an advantage over the separatists the regular 
Russian military units are likely to join the fight again.

Another thing is that the most active social activists are raising more and more objections 
to the leading politicians and entrepreneurs’ use of the war as a pretext for abandoning or 
slowing down reform efforts, especially the fight against corruption and the so-called 
“deoligarchisation” that would undoubtedly contribute to improving social moods.

The Russian vision of Novorossiya clearly refers to actions aimed at incorporating this 
area into the Russian Federation. During the presidency of Viktor Yanukovych, Russia 
could, in a peculiar way, use another element of propaganda pressure on the rapprochement 
between the two nations. The President of Ukraine repeatedly emphasized that he was a deeply 
religious person and expressed his support for the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Moscow 
Patriarchate. During the presidency of Dmitry Medvedev, the Russians carried out propaganda 
activities that were the “germ” of a real offensive aimed at instigating separatist sentiments in 
South-Eastern Ukraine [Kościński, 2017]. The Ukrainian press wrote about the concept of the 
so-called “unitary Russian space” supposedly developed in the milieu of the Russian president 
and implemented, inter alia, by the Russian Orthodox Church. When the “Malorussian 
governor” (as Viktor Yanukovych is called by the Ukrainian internet users) came to power, 
this seemed to be a perfect opportunity for Russia to strengthen and expand its influence in 
Ukraine. The concept of “two societies — one nation” became one of the most important tools 
to achieve this goal [Turchenko & Turchenko, 2015: 137-138]. The next stage of activities 
began after the escape of Viktor Yanukovych.

Pro-Russian demonstrations were advantageous for the Russian Federation as they 
contributed to the increase of destabilization in Ukraine [Shynkarenko, 2014]. On the other 
hand, the Ukrainian oligarchs tried to use them as a “bargaining chip” in negotiations with the 
newly elected authorities. However, the situation was getting more and more exacerbated until 
finally the local oligarchs lost control over its development. As a result, two self-proclaimed 
republics came into being and, from that moment on, the actions to establish the legitimacy of 
their existence became one of their main goals. The referendum held on 11 May 2014, though 
declared illegal by the international community, was the first step; the central authorities 
election held on November 2 of the same year was the next one. Both votes failed to meet any 
democratic requirements [Piechal, 2016].

The main strategies goal of the Russian Federation in that period was the reconstruction 
of the Ukrainian government in such a way that would allow a split within the parliament; 
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should this be the case, it could, in the long run, contribute to such state reforms that would 
sanction the granting of broad political and economic autonomy to the east and southern 
regions, i.e. federalization. In practice, this would mean that the Russian Federation could 
extend its influence over Ukraine and its internal and, especially, foreign policy. The so-called 
“political monitoring” of the emerging political and business establishment in Novorossiya 
was supposed to be an additional element of the impact. This would practically mean the 
ability to exert the influence on the leaders of both Republics. Russia could thus secure a direct 
impact on potential decision-making centers in both Donetsk and Lugansk.

The Russian Federation also undertook a diplomatic offensive directed at Western states to 
persuade both the United States and the European Union to require the Ukrainian authorities to 
recognize the Russian demands for broad autonomy of Donbass and the constitutional reform 
in Ukraine. The “Western diplomatic offensive” was primarily intended to convey a clear 
signal that Russia treats both the United States and the European Union as partners with which 
it should cooperate in solving the conflict in Donbass [Strzelecki, 2015]. On the one hand, this 
was undoubtedly the result of the increasingly severe impact of the sanctions imposed on the 
Russian Federation; on the other hand — it showed that although Russians implied they are not 
a party to this dispute, they repeatedly emphasized their role as the “hegemon and guardian” of 
the post-Soviet space and even invited “their Western partners” to resolve the existing dispute 
together [Orzechowski, 2015: 265].

The statements given by the president of the Federation Council Committee on foreign 
affairs of the Federation Council, Konstantin Kosachov was an element of the pressure 
exerted by Russia on Ukraine and Western countries. In one of them, posted on his blog, he 
stated, inter alia, that unless Donbass receives broad autonomy within Ukraine, the region 
may follow the “way of the Crimea” [Morello & Lally, 2016]. Other representatives of the 
Russian establishment put forward further interesting postulates, for example, the legalization 
of the armed separatist structures as “people’s militia” or the complete resignation of Ukraine 
from possible membership in the North Atlantic Alliance. It is not difficult to guess that both 
the Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko and the then Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk 
expressed strong objections against the demands. Neither did the Ukrainian authorities intend 
to abandon their Western aspirations nor take on the burden of keeping the hostile Kremlin-
controlled separatists [Orzechowski, 2017b: 295].

All these elements indicate that the conflict in Donbass bears the characteristic features of 
the phenomenon often referred to as the 21st century war or the hybrid war. Thus understood, a 
war can also manifest itself as subversive intelligence operations (surveillance or control over 
the government’s actions), sabotage, and hacker attacks on a country’s IT infrastructure or the 
activities of partisan groups.

As for the conflict in Eastern Ukraine, it can be described as a hybrid war whose main 
purpose is: to extend and maintain jurisdiction and administrative control over a given area, 
to protect the borders which define the range of this jurisdiction, to enforce constitutional 
principles and legal norms on the people living in the area, to ensure public order and to 
manage the natural resources and economic policy [Popescu, 2015]. The phenomenon of 
a hybrid war seems to be an ideal strategic variant used to destabilize the situation in a 
country by another country, which, for various reasons, does not want to get involved in 
an open military conflict. The actions taken by Russia in the territory of Ukraine are aimed 
at subordinating this state to the Russian Federation, thus making any form of cooperation 
between Ukraine and Western European military and political structures impossible [Bachman 
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& Gunneriusson, 2014]. The Russian Federation purposefully and systematically implements 
its strategic assumptions aimed at the disintegration of the country located on the Dnieper 
by means of modern technologies, propaganda, destabilization of IT infrastructure as well as 
conventional military attacks. The conflict in the Kerch Strait is the next part of this strategy. 
In September 2003, the construction of a causeway was begun on the continental side to 
connect the island of Tuzla to the Taman Peninsula, and thus to Russia. Doing three shifts, 
the construction workers were able to build 150 m of the causeway a day. The problem 
began when the causeway reached a pontoon, belonging to the Ukrainian border troops, 
anchored between the peninsula and the island. The area of the Azov Sea and the Kerch 
Strait belongs to the internal waters of Ukraine and Russia, whereas the island of Tuzla itself 
belongs to Ukraine. The Russian side indicated that the sea state borders were not delineated 
accurately and claimed that Tuzla was not an island but an extension of the underwater sand 
bar stretching from the Taman Peninsula. 

On 25 November 2018, the Ukrainian Navy reported that its three ships — “Berdiansk”, 
“Nikopol” and “Yani Kapu” were taken over by the Russians in the Kerch Strait; earlier, the 
ships were to be fired at. Petro Poroshenko, the President of Ukraine, called on the parliament 
to support the National Security and Defense Council’s decision to impose martial law on 
26 November 2018. The Federal Security Service alleged that the Ukrainian party did not 
apply for a transfer and its boats were not included in the schedule of navigation through the 
Kerch Strait. The Ukrainians informed, however, that the notification of transfer plans was 
made earlier, in accordance with the international regulations, to ensure safe navigation. The 
Russian navy occupied the Kerch Strait completely when Moscow had built a bridge that 
connected the annexed Crimea with the territory of Russia. The FSB detained all Ukrainian 
fishing vessels for several months, treating the Azov Sea as the Russian internal sea. Pursuant 
to the decision of the National Security and Defense Council of 6 September 2018, the 
proposal of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine regarding the dissolution of the Treaty 
of Friendship, Cooperation and Partnership between Ukraine and the Russian Federation, 
signed on 31 May 1997, was approved by the president of Ukraine, Petro Poroshenko.

Conclusions

Summarizing the considerations undertaken in this article, it should be stated that, from the 
propaganda point of view, the project Malorossiya/Novorossiya as an element of reintegration 
of post-Soviet space is justified. The cost of this project, mainly economic, remains an open 
question. The need to create Novorossiya as another element in the reconstruction of the 
new “Putinist” Russia is one of the crucial elements of its neo-imperialist policy. The main 
reason for creating Donbass and Lugansk People’s Republics was to destabilize the situation 
in Ukraine permanently and to put pressure on the authorities in Kiev in order to change 
the constitution and include the two political entities in the Ukrainian political system, 
autonomous and politically controlled by Russia. It would be an ideal option if, in addition to 
gaining autonomy for Donbass, Ukraine could become so destabilized that it would become 
a split state in the future. There would be an unquestionable chance to incorporate other areas 
into the Empire, and this is the style of action that was characteristic of Russia when it built 
its imperialist position. Novorossiya has two roles to play in Russian plans. It will either 
become a key element in the strategy of “collecting lands” and will strengthen the image of 
Vladimir Putin as the new Emperor of Great Russia, or it will otherwise become another “hot 
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spot”, next to Transnistria, Abkhazia and South Ossetia, in the post-Soviet space that would 
destabilize the situation in the region and let Russia meddle in the internal affairs of other 
states.
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Korea is still divided. However, the events of 2018 give a hope for solving one of the most acute 
problems of the world political life. The United States and Donald Trump also understand that sanctions 
are long-term processes, and resolving the issue by military force is also far from the best solution. 
Therefore, the summits of the RK — the DPRK, the United States — the DPRK should play a key role in 
unleashing the most difficult Korean problem. Before the RK — DPRK summit on April 27, 2018, and 
the United States — North Korea summit on 12th of May 2018, the unofficial consultations of the RK — 
the USA, the USA — Japan, the PRC — DPRK, DPRK — Russia were already finished. All the factors 
show the great importance of the previous and upcoming summits. Naturally, such important countries 
as China, Russia, Japan, which are the main actors of the Korean problem, play an important role in the 
upcoming high-level negotiation, as it was before.

The article describes the changes, which took place in 2018 on the Korean peninsula, ways and 
prospects for finding solution on the denuclearization and unification problems of Korea. The article 
examines the intensification reasons of both inter-Korean and the relations of other countries involved 
in the problem around the Korean Peninsula. The article also analyzes the preparation, conducting and 
outcome of the RK-DPRK, the USA-DPRK summits. There is underlined a main outcome of the summits 
as follows: the stabilization of peace and security on the Korean Peninsula, the intention to sign a peace 
treaty, the normalization of relations between the DPRK and the USA, the expression of North Korea’s 
desire for complete, controlled and irreversible denuclearization. There is described the role of China in 
the processes relating to the Korean peninsula problems.

The conditions of the possibility of applying the experience of the unification of Korea to the resolution 
of modern problems of humanitarian development of Ukraine, namely, the consolidation of Ukrainian 
society and the development of social partnership practices are analyzed.
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Peninsula denuclearization; Korean problem; peace treaty; inter-Korean relations; security guarantee; 
detente

Received: November 3, 2018; accepted: November 27, 2018

Ukrainian Policymaker, Volume 3, 2018: 51-57.
https://doi.org/10.29202/up/3/7

© Sik, Kan Den, 2018



Korean Peninsula Problem in the Light of the Latest Events 
by Kan Den Sik

Ukrainian Policymaker, Volume 3, 201852

The Korean problem is still relevant today, despite the fact that it is going on for more than 
70 years. The problem has not been solved yet and the actors involved in this problem are 
the same, but some of them have become stronger, others become weaker. There are a lot of 
changes in the main opposing Parties on the Korean Peninsula. However, the essence of the 
problem has remained the same, as before — Korea is the scene of the struggle of the powerful 
states. Therefore, even today, the Korean problem should be viewed through the prism of 
modern realities. This means that the unification is quite real with proper support and assistance 
from the countries involved in the Korean problem, and with the mutual understanding of the 
Koreans.

As it is known, one of the hottest spots in the world is the Korean Peninsula, due to the 
aggravation of the nuclear missile crisis. However, in last Kim Jong Un’s New Year’s greetings, 
the speech was different in content, structure, form and tone. The peculiarity was that the focus 
was on finding changes in inter-Korean relations by showing active gestures to reconciliation. 
Therefore, it was felt that the summit of RK - DPRK is inevitable, but no one expected it to 
happen so quickly.

If the RK — DPRK summit was somehow predicted, but no one expected the Trump 
and Kim Jong Un’s meeting may happen so soon, considering the skirmishes that have been 
recently heard from both sides. Thus, the Olympic Games in Pyeongchang became a change 
point in the crisis on the Korean Peninsula. Of course, such a sharp metamorphosis in inter-
Korean relations raises many questions, but one thing is clear that a new period in the Korean 
problem has begun.

The reason for such a metamorphosis will be discussed by experts and followers for a 
long time, but today it is clear that this is partly the result of North Korean leader, Kim Jong 
Un’s, strategy and the policy of South Korean leader Moon Jae In striving to normalize the 
relationship, the lack of choice of a suitable embodiment for Trump, and of course, we cannot 
ignore the coincidence of the in world political life.

Of course, The North Korea got the strongest argument before the negotiations and showed 
that it has nuclear weapons and intercontinental missiles capable of reaching the American 
continent. It is not a secret for anyone that North Korea, at the cost of enormous effort and 
expense, despite all the sanctions, has achieved the goal, and therefore it may not conduct new 
tests in the near future. Many experts are surprised that, in spite of everything, the South and 
the North have set the preconditions and after their fulfillment, bilateral negotiations were 
possible, so the Parties agreed on holding the third summit.

South Korea demanded to stop the nuclear missile testing and denuclearization, while 
North Korea opposes holding joint military exercises of the Republic of Korea — the United 
States. In addition, North Korea insists on solving the problems by the Koreans themselves 
without outside intervention.

One of the reasons for warming relations is the concessions by South Korea, as well as the 
postponement of the USA-RK military training exercise, payment of expenses in the amount 
of $ 2,652,000 for the Olympians of North Korea, the admission of Kim Jong Un’s sister — 
Kim Ye Chong and the meeting with the chairman of the DPRK Supreme Presidium — Kim 
Yong Nam. Thus, the Olympics in Pyeongchang became an arena for dialogue between the 
South and the North. It was not by chance that Kim Jong Un’s sister Kim Ye Jeong came to 
the Olympics as a special envoy, who conveyed a message to Moon Jae In, expressing a desire 
to improve inter-Korean relations and an invitation. President Moon Jae In agreed to meet, 
providing the appropriate conditions.
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As it is known, President Moon Jae In sent a delegation, led by Special Envoy Jong Yi 
Yong, Head of the National Security Directorate under the President of the Republic of Korea, 
to Pyeongchang and on 5th of March during a meeting with Kim Jong Un, a wide range of 
issues were discussed.

As a result of the visit, they agreed to hold a third summit at the end of April 2018 at the 
Panmunjom border checkpoint. In addition, during the negotiations, an agreement was reached 
on the creation of a hotline between the leaders of the South and the North, on the creation of a 
preparatory group for the summit. According to the statement of Jong Yi Yong, the head of the 
delegation, Kim Jong Un expressed readiness for denuclearization in the case of providing the 
security guarantees to the regime by international community, and he expressed a desire to start 
a dialogue with the United States to establish bilateral relations and discuss the nuclear-missile 
problem. In addition, North Korea promised not to conduct nuclear testing at the time of the 
negotiations and expressed understanding about the South Korea’s commitment to conduct the 
corresponding military exercises with the United States, postponed to a later date in connection 
with the Olympic Games in Pyeongchang. President Moon Jae In commended the results of the 
negotiations in Pyeongchang and sent round the head of the delegation, Jong Yong Yong, and 
the Director of the National Intelligence Service So Hoon to the United States for a consultation.

The delegation also visited China, Russia and Japan to inform them about the results of 
the negotiations and discuss prospects for inter-Korean relations. As a result of the visit, the 
delegation discussed the details of the meeting between Donald Trump and Kim Jong Un. 
The meeting of the leaders of the United States and the DPRK came as a surprise and the 
subject of hot discussion in modern politic world for several weeks. Politicians, scientists, 
journalists were concerned about whether they could cut the most complicated knots of the 
Korean problem, whether the current round of normalization would be sustainable, whether it 
would actually grow into the process of denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula and whether 
it would become one of the stages of peaceful reunification of Korea.

Of course, no one knows today when the next USA-DPRK summit will take place, but 
according to preliminary data, it will be in early 2019. As was expected, during the first summit 
on 12th of June, 2018, they agreed on denuclearization as a whole, suspending nuclear missile 
tests and ending of USA-RK military exercises.

The entire world community is discussing the meeting of Trump and Kim Jong Un. What 
was the uniqueness of this meeting? Obviously, the uniqueness is as follows:

1. Until now, the United States and the DPRK have no diplomatic relations and practically 
have no cooperation.

2. The President of the United States never in the history met with the leader of North 
Korea. In addition, until recently, Trump and Kim Jong Un exchanged mutual attacks 
and did not express a desire to meet each other.

President Moon Jae In agreed to hold a summit, provided that a consensus at the meeting 
shall be reached on a key issue - the denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula. At the same 
time, Mr. Moon once again emphasized the importance of the USA-DPRK summit in solving 
the Korean problem.

The world community did not expect that Donald Trump would so quickly give consent to 
hold a summit with Kim Jong Un.

Andrei Lankov, a well-known Russian expert on North Korea and Korean studies, argues 
that the harsh sanctions policy and international isolation forced Kim Jong Un to make such 
a step.
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The opinion of another Russian scientist K. Asmolov is somewhat different. He believes 
that: “if the sanctions pressure has played a role, it is not a decisive one for sure.” In addition, 
some Russian experts believed that the summit could not take place at all. The assumptions of 
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi were justified, the negotiations were indeed very difficult, 
since Kim Jong Un would not simply give up on nuclear weapons, because it will not be easy 
to obtain the things he wants in return. The next surprise was three unofficial visits of Kim 
Jong Un to China, starting in March 2018.

Kim Jong Un’s visit to China and the meeting with Xi Jing Ping show that Kim Jong Un’s 
strategy is far from simple. By the beginning of the Pyeongchang Olympiad, North Korea 
received a comfortable position for negotiating with China, Republic of Korea and the United 
States. Therefore, in this strategy path, Kim Jong Un did not just visit China. It is clear that 
Kim Jong Un, who, after ascending the throne in 2011, never left North Korea’s, but visited 
China three times, aiming to establish previous relations with the PRC, to get support from 
China and to develop tactics in the negotiation processes with the Republic of Korea and the 
United States.

It should be emphasized that after the PRC - the DPRK summit, a joint communiqué was 
not published. At previous meetings, official and unofficial in the amount of 9 times, there were 
no joint statements also.

It is also conceivable that an official or unofficial meeting with an ally - Russia is not 
excluded. Therefore, the meeting of the Foreign Affairs Ministers of the Russian Federation 
and the DPRK has already taken place. It is necessary to note and take into account the fact that 
the Republic of Korea and the United States embarked upon a joint military exercise, which 
was postponed in connection with the Olympiad. All these events suggest that the ice was 
broken, but it is still difficult to predict the results. One thing is clear: the year 2018 was hot 
and so far, it is not worthwhile to fall into euphoria, since the negotiations were and will not be 
easy due to the most complicated problems, which shall be solved. However, the most difficult 
issue, of course, is the problem of the denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula.

In our opinion, the problem should be solved as follows:
1. The conclusion of a peace treaty between the two Koreas. After all, there is only an 

armistice until now, signed by the United States, China and the DPRK.
2. The establishment of diplomatic relations between the DPRK - RK, the DPRK - the 

United States.
3. Developing of an effective way to provide a guarantee for the North Korean regime.
4. Re-examination of the existing system of an international treaty on the non-proliferation 

of nuclear weapons.
5. Development of a long-term strategy for the reunification of Korea, which will satisfy 

not only the DPRK and the RK, but also the PRC, the USA, the Russian Federation, 
Japan, that is, all the interested great powers involved in the Korean problem.

6. Development of Koreans consolidation strategy, not only for the people living in the 
RK and the DPRK, but also abroad.

Naturally, huge obstacles will arise on the way of resolving all these problems, however, 
no doubt, it is necessary to develop a clear plan and make every effort to reach a consensus in 
solving complex issues.

The Korean problem events of the first half of 2018 can be called swift-flowing, 
unpredictable and intense. Despite of many pessimistic statements, the DPRK-RK and the 
DPRK-USA summits were successfully finished. Of course, the key political events were the 
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meetings of Kim Jong Un with Moon Jae In and Donald Trump. It is necessary to emphasize 
that the 2018 summits can become a new stage in the solution of the Korean problem and the 
beginning of a new era in the history of the Korean Peninsula. At the RK-DPRK summit, which 
took place on 27th of April 2018, at the border area of Panmunjom, was signed a declaration on 
peace, prosperity and unification of the Korean Peninsula. The text of the declaration reflected 
following:

1. The problem of the denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula.
2. Termination of the war state and the peace establishment on the Korean Peninsula.
3. Opening of the channel for permanent communication between the South and the North.
4. Meetings of divided families.
5. Plans for developing of the inter-Korean relations.
In addition, a new summit in Pyongyang was agreed. Another important factor is the fact 

that the summit showed the desire of both countries to implement the agreements. Although 
many analysts are careful in further predictions, but consider it the beginning of an era of peace 
and prosperity in Korea.

Many Western experts are trying to analyze the results of the Trump — Kim Jong Un 
meetings (12th of June, 2018, Singapore), which ended with a rather extraordinary declaration 
of principles. Experts ask the question: did the United States get what they wanted from North 
Korea? Has the world become more stable after the summit, and is the situation on the Korean 
Peninsula more secure? There are plenty of expert opinions, but everyone notes the flexible 
strategy of the young Kim Jong Un. Of course, Kim Jong Un managed to do the things, which 
neither his grandfather Kim Il Sung, nor his father Kim Jong Il could do before. The only fact 
that he achieved a meeting on equal terms with the president of the great power is a major 
victory for the young leader. Kim Jong Un from an evil missile-man turned into a normal 
political leader. North Korea is a rogue state, and thanks to the Trump - Kim Jong Un summit, 
it received a symbolic international recognition, which was the main outcome of the game. So 
far, Kim Jong Un has not taken on any clear-cut commitments on the complete, controlled and 
irreversible nuclear disarmament, which Washington is trying to get in vain.

Jeffrey Lewis, North Korea’s nuclear program expert at the Middlebury Institute for 
International Studies, believes that North Korea’s recognition as a well-established country, 
who has the right to control it and the legitimacy of its “nuclear weapon” has succeeded. The 
British Financial Times writes that the United States made big concessions in return for North 
Korea’s vague obligations. In a joint statement, the United States agreed to provide security 
assurances to North Korea in turn for a promise of denuclearization. Trump announced that 
the USA will suspend military exercises with South Korea. Meanwhile, Kim Jong Un did 
not provide details on how he would eliminate a nuclear program. North Korean media also 
consider him a great international politician. Thus, according to the media and the international 
political establishment, in the first set of the big game around the denuclearization of North 
Korea, the young Korean leader Kim Jong Un won. World media emphasize the great role 
of the president of the Republic of Korea, Moon Jae In. Without his active participation, the 
Trump - Kim Jong Un summit would hardly to be held.

Of course, China’s leader Xi Jinping played a very important role, and China’s support 
played an important role in determining the tactics and strategy of the meetings. The fact that 
the young Kim Jong Un before the summit visited Xi Jinping three times during three months 
for a consultation suggests that Pyongyang is in dire need of help and support of China. Thus, 
regardless of the results of the summit, Beijing was at the center of the negotiation process 
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on the Korean issue. This means that all the Parts interested in normalizing of the relations 
with North Korea will be forced to apply to Beijing for assistance, since its influence on 
Pyongyang is more than obvious. The complete denuclearization of North Korea, which 
is the aim of the United States, Tokyo and Seoul, is possible only with Beijing’s guarantee 
that Kim Jong Un will not share the same destiny as Muammar Gaddafi or Saddam Hussein, 
that his regime will not be overthrown. According to a number of experts, despite the fact 
that the relations between China and North Korea have reached a critically low point by the 
beginning of 2018, the current policy of the DPRK and the actions of its leaders are greatly 
influenced by China.

As it was reported by China’s central television, the head of North Korea on his third 
visit to Beijing called China “the great friendly neighbor” of the DPRK, and the country’s 
leader Xi Jinping “a great leader” accordingly. Mutual distrust and antipathy, that existed 
between Xi Jinping and Kim Jong Un, seemed not to exist. Mr. Kim invited Mr. Xi to 
celebrate the 70th anniversary of the DPRK foundation. In addition, according to the South 
China Morning Post, Mr. Xi promised China’s economic assistance to North Korea at the 
meeting with Mr. Kim. Thus, the role of China, who is capable to guarantee the stability 
and security of North Korea, with its military-political protection and economic support, is 
very important. The results of Trump and Kim Jong Un meetings brought another benefit 
to China. As Jeremy Page writes in The Wall Street Journal, the lack of specific agreements 
on the way and time of denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula gives the opportunity to 
secure a direct role for China in the negotiations between Washington, Seoul and Pyongyang. 
Another successful outcome of the Singapore meeting for Beijing was Trump’s words about 
his support for China’s participation in the negotiations on signing a peace treaty, signifying 
the official end of the Korean War. In response, Xi Jinping proposed a four-sided structure 
of China, the DPRK, the USA and the RK to sign the peace document. He also stressed 
the impossibility to achieve complete, permanent and controlled denuclearization of North 
Korea without China.

However, today both the DPRK and the United States are not satisfied with the agreements 
progress reached at the Singapore Summit. In the case of North Korea’s clear and decisive 
action on denuclearization, we can expect a weakening of sanctions against North Korea, 
which, first of all, would be beneficial for China. According to estimates of the South Korean 
Trade Agency KOTRA, China’s share in North Korea’s foreign trade was 93 % in 2016, while 
Russia’s share was only 1%.

After the historic summits of China, South Korea launched a struggle for the “future North 
Korea”. Despite the fact that the sanctions against the DPRK have not been canceled so far, 
a number of countries, such as Russia, Japan, are showing a very active interest in the North 
Korean project renewal. However, China and South Korea have a special interest in DPRK, 
where future economic benefits are closely intertwined with geopolitical plans. Seoul and 
Beijing have already developed plans for active penetration into North Korea through various 
investment and other cooperation projects, seeking to ensure that Pyongyang has chosen the 
development path for each country benefits. The interests of China and South Korea do not 
coincide, which will result in active competition on the territory of North Korea in the future. 
In addition, North Korea, judging by the approach, intends to use the contradiction in order to 
get the maximum benefit for itself.

In conclusion, it should be noted that all processes of the North Korea denuclearization are 
only the beginning of major changes; therefore, win-win meetings and consultations between 
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China and North Korea, Republic of Korea and Japan, the USA and Japan, Russia and the 
DPRK, Russia and China continue today. In these negotiations, each country is looking for 
benefits for itself, but the following conclusions can be drawn:

1. Relief of tension on the Korean Peninsula is undisputed.
2. The real search for denuclearization has begun.
3. The desire of the Republic of Korea and the DPRK to fulfill the treaty on peaceful 

coexistence is evident.
In connection with the intensification of North Korean relations with China and South 

Korea, in order not to stay aloof from the events, it is necessary to develop a special strategy of 
relations, first of all with North Korea and secondly with the surrounding great powers.

The events of June-July 2018 on the Korean Peninsula should be accounted as an attempt 
to untie the knot of contradiction, which is linked with the international political processes at 
the global level. In addition, the 2018 summits analysis shows the following:

1. The complexity of the Korean problem and the impossibility of unification achieving in 
the near future.

2. Changing the balance of forces and the configuration of relations between the main 
actors involved in resolving the Korean problem.

3. The ambiguity of the approach of the United States, China, Russia and Japan to the 
Korean problem settlement.

The Korean problem at all stages of its development has its own peculiarity - a high activity 
and the influence of international factors, which affect the problem, and are used in different 
ways by the Republic of Korea and the DPRK.

Similar to the Korean problem, the reunification of the territory of Ukraine should be 
considered as a long-term process, the effectiveness of which largely depends on international 
factors, as well as the balance and configuration of relations between the main actors involved 
in resolving the Ukrainian problem. However, a significant difference in the situation in 
Ukraine is the necessity of resolving such internal problems as the fight against corruption 
(Bazaluk, 2016), overcoming the economic and political crisis.
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The personality of Thomas Jefferson (1743–1826) is well studied by domestic political 
scientists, historians and Americanists. He is an outstanding figure of the American 
Revolutionary War; he became an author of the most important text in the history of the United 
States — United States Declaration of Independence, 1776. Like other enlighteners, Thomas 
Jefferson is a historical person who was thoroughly studied in America, and being one of the 
founding fathers of the state, he also became the third president of the United States (1801–1809). 
He was an outstanding politician, diplomat and philosopher of the American Enlightenment. 
He headed the committee to write the Declaration of Independence, which included well–
known thinkers, politicians and philosophers such as: second president John Adams (1735–
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1826), Benjamin Franklin (1706–1790), lawyer and politician Roger Sherman (1721–1793) 
and diplomat Robert R. Livingston (1746–1813). Communication and correspondence with 
famous intellectuals of his time formed a multi-faceted worldview of the thinker. He was 
interested in the ideas of secularism, the problems of religion, religious freedom, education, 
ethics, the teachings of the ancient philosophers of Plato and the Epicureans, the teachings of 
the English philosophers John Locke (1632–1704) and Anthony Ashley Cooper, 3rd Earl of 
Shaftesbury (1671–1713), the relation of matter and thinking, matter and sensations.

The purpose of the article is to implement the historical and philosophical reconstruction 
of Thomas Jefferson’s basic philosophical views on politics. In search of influence on the 
philosophical views of the thinker, one must mention the fascination with the ancient heritage 
of Ancient Greece and Rome. This interest determined the architecture, literature and politics 
of the United States of America in the 19th century. Ancient ideals of freedom and democracy 
impressed Thomas Jefferson, who sought to build a young country in the style of classical 
classicism. His enlightenment ideals were embodied in the creation on the basis of his own 
collection of books the Library of Congress and at the foundation of the University of Virginia.

Education philosopher received a philosophical department in The College of William & 
Mary, but from his youth he knew Latin, Greek and French. In college, the future president 
of the country studied mathematics, physics and metaphysics, studying the work of the 
physicist Sir Isaac Newton (1643–1727), the philosophy of Sir Francis Bacon (1561–1626), 
the philosophy of John Locke (1632–1704); he was fond of British empiricism. Professor 
of History at the University of Virginia Merrill D. Peterson (1921–2009), is a well–known 
compiler of Thomas Jefferson’s works. He notes that the thinker considered these three 
philosophers to be the greatest people in history [Peterson, 1984: 1236]. The biographer of 
Thomas Jefferson, Kevin J. Hayes in the book The Road to Monticello: The Life and Mind of 
Thomas Jefferson, 2008, had confirmed that [Hayes, 2008: 10]. The author depicts the spiritual 
and intellectual development of Thomas Jefferson, focusing on ideas that reveal the full range 
and depth of the philosopher’s interests, from popular Aesop fables and Horace, to Ovid and 
Virgil. The interest of the American Enlightenment to the legacy of British empiricism is 
not accidental, because the ideas of experimental science and political philosophy interested 
intellectuals on both sides of the Atlantic.

First of all, we should mention those who studied the philosophy of the American 
Enlightenment. American historian of science, author of many books on the history of 
science and philosophy Ierome Bernard Cohen (1914–2003), author of the book Science and 
the Founding Fathers: Science in the Political Thought of Jefferson, Franklin, Adams, and 
Madison, 1995. With Bernard Bailyn, who is the author of The Ideological Origins of the 
American Revolution, 1967, Faces of Revolution: Personalities and Themes in the Struggle for 
American Independence, 1990. With Robert A. Ferguson, who is the author of The American 
Enlightenment, 1750–1820, 1997, with Henry F. May, who is the author of The Enlightenment 
in America, 1978, and there are lots of others.

In the Soviet period, philosophers studied the American Enlightenment and the political 
philosophy of the 18th century, since this period corresponded to the official doctrine of the 
historical development of communism, as a stage in which America struggled with the relic 
of religion. In 1968–1969, when diplomatic relations between the countries were tense, in 
the multivolume edition of the Philosophical Heritage two volumes appeared: American 
Enlighteners: Selected Works in 2 Volumes, compiled by Nikolay Goldberg with an introductory 
article by Bernard Bykhovsky. In 1976, the authors Grigory Sevostyanov and Anatoly Utkin 
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published the work Thomas Jefferson, in which they depicted the historical portrait of an 
outstanding ideologist. The authors used a large number of books to reproduce the multi–
faceted image of Thomas Jefferson. The author of a new reading of the biography of Thomas 
Jefferson, a thorough analysis of the relationship with Benjamin Franklin, George III and other 
outstanding figures of the time became Vladimir Sogrin. He dedicated a monograph to this 
problem called Jefferson. Man, Thinker, Politician. There is an important book written by 
Vladimir Pechatnov, Hamilton and Jefferson, in which the researcher highlights the life and 
work of prominent politicians, including Thomas Jefferson. Also worth mentioning is the book 
by Anyur Karymsky The Revolution of 1776 and the Establishment of American Philosophy, 
published in 1976. After the Second World War, a new “probable adversary” appeared before 
the Soviet Union. “It was necessary for the Soviet leadership to know the philosophy of 
America, how people think there, what they dream about, what they want” [Sobolievskyi, 
2017: 102]. The study of American philosophy made it possible to better know the Americans 
themselves.

Researcher of the philosophical heritage of Thomas Jefferson, Adrienne Koch, (1913–
1971) in the preface to his book The Philosophy of Thomas Jefferson, 1943, wrote about the 
figure of the thinker:

“This is, in one sense, defensible; but it dwarfed our understanding of Jefferson’s 
intellectual lineage and fostered our ignorance of the world in which he was mentally at 
home — his philosophic outlook. Not all statesmen can be expected to have philosophy, 
or to be philosophers. Jefferson, in the richness of his nature, happened to possess a 
speculative vein, luckily fostered by a favorable cultural tradition. He was a man so 
vitally interested in exploring ideas that to deny him the title of “philosopher” is to 
argue adherence to a prejudiced definition of the term” [Koch, 1943: 3].

Philosophical ideas of Thomas Jefferson are described in his numerous letters, as well as in 
the works: Autobiography, 1821, A Summary of the Rights of British America, 1774, Notes on 
the State of Virginia, 1781, and others. The work of the philosopher A Summary of the Rights 
of British America ensured him the status of a deep thinker and a fighter for equality. To date, 
on the website of the National Archive of the United States, more than 20,000 letters written 
by Thomas Jefferson himself have been publicly available, and even more letters addressed to 
the philosopher.

Thomas Jefferson was an adherent of the classical res publica, analyzing its principles in 
social life in its numerous aspects, such as local government, education, law, the army and the 
protection of rights. In his philosophical and religious views, Thomas Jefferson was inclined 
to the popular deism among American enlighteners.

Like most American educators, the philosopher sees reason as the foundation of philosophy, 
not authority. It is reason that is the only reliable criterion of truth in the process of cognition. A 
well–known supporter of the ideas of secularism believed that the cause of faith could not be 
controlled by the state; therefore, the idea of freedom of religion impressed the thinker.

According to Thomas Jefferson, the state as such is a voluntary association of people to 
protect their civil interests, and therefore no one has the power to order someone to believe 
or not to believe. The concept of faith becomes irrelevant. In his records of 1776, Thomas 
Jefferson refers to the work of John Locke, he writes about the church:
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“[a church] is a voluntary society of men, joining [themselves] together of their own 
accord, in order to the [publick] worshipping of god in such a manner as they judge 
[accept] able to him & effectual to the salvation of their souls. [it is] voluntary because 
no man is by nature bound to any church” [The Papers of Thomas Jefferson, vol. 
1, 1760–1776, 1950: 544–550].

The thinker argues that God, being good, did not consider it better to spread his religion 
through political persecution or punishment. The philosopher thinks that God, being almighty, 
decided to carry his word, influencing the human mind. Thomas Jefferson believes that no 
church is better or worse, right or wrong. The philosopher gives a comparison in which he 
argues that as Arminian or Calvinist churches cannot argue about righteousness. After all, 
neighbors do not argue about the traditions of household farming. The state cannot prohibit 
being healthy or poor, just as it cannot dictate faith, and therefore care for the soul is entrusted 
solely to the shoulders of a person. Successfully drawing parallels, Thomas Jefferson compares 
the believer to the peasant, who trusts the goods to the state repository. In the event of an 
unforeseen situation, the state can return it to them, but how can the state offer the Kingdom 
of God? A state cannot promise hell or heaven, it means it cannot indicate how to go to them. 
The road to heaven is unknown to anyone, and therefore, the philosopher asserts, no one is 
able to guide in faith. Errors often dominated in this or that power, different state institutions 
differently implement their policies. If the secularism of Thomas Jefferson on the one hand 
separates religion and politics, on the other, he unites them as undeniable human rights. So, in 
search of an answer to the question “what is truth?” The philosopher defines it, as “Truth is the 
proper & sufficient antagonist to error” [The Papers of Thomas Jefferson, vol. 1, 1760–1776, 
1950: 544–550].

In the Middle Ages, the Christian opposition was almost non–existent, so the religious 
monopoly did not develop ideologically, because only where there is debate — there can exist, 
as the philosopher says, pure religion. All Christian religious texts are written by people who 
were already Christians, and therefore to become a Christian, Thomas Jefferson concludes, 
the text and strict observance of laws is not mandatory, because the law is written in the 
heart. Thus, the traditional view of Thomas Jefferson as a critic of Christianity is fair, but 
in part. The main ideal of the philosopher is freedom, which he seeks both in politics and in 
religion, it is freedom and reason that will bring people closer to pure religion. The philosopher 
calls the main features of such a pure religion: 1) the knowledge of only one God; 2) a clear 
understanding of one’s duty and the best system of moral behavior; 3) release from the layering 
of the burdensome external form of religious worship; 4) the motivation for a godly life and 
future bliss, as a reward for virtue.

In order to be free to talk about religion, you need to have a prepared mind, says Thomas 
Jefferson. One should be cautious about these issues; however, one must boldly cast aside fears 
and prejudices: «Question with boldness even the existence of a god; because, if there be one, 
he must more approve the homage of reason, than that of blindfolded fear» [The Papers of 
Thomas Jefferson, vol. 12, 7 August 1787 – 31 March 1788, 1955: 14–19].

These lines were written by Thomas Jefferson in a letter to his nephew Peter Carr (1770–
1815) in 1787. In this letter the philosopher gives life advice to a young man, including advice 
on literature, languages and philosophy. He edifies, arguing that the result of the study of the 
religions of the world can be two opposite conclusions about the existence of God:
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1. If the study of religions assures us that there is no God, it will increase interest in ethics 
and charity;

2. If the study of religions assures us that God exists, the realization that He is watching 
us will provide additional moral support.

The philosopher gives advice: do not believe anything, do not object to anything: “Your 
own reason is the only oracle given you by heaven, and you are answerable not for the rightness 
but uprightness of the decision” [The Papers of Thomas Jefferson, vol. 12, 7 August 1787 – 31 
March 1788, 1955: 14–19]. In the letter, the philosopher formed a list of literature that, in his 
opinion, contains the best considerations about the nature of religion and politics and morality, 
where he recalls John Locke, David Hume, Voltaire, Socrates, Cicero, Helvetius, Lucretia, and 
others.

In questions of the Moral philosophy, Thomas Jefferson tended to believe in the existence 
of an innate moral sense of man. In a letter to P. Carr, he discusses the education of a young 
man. In addition to the need to study useful sciences, the philosopher doubts the usefulness of 
moral philosophy. From the letter, it becomes obvious that, in the opinion of the thinker, the 
study of ethics is only a waste of time. Since when God created us, he undoubtedly must lay 
the foundations of moral behavior in us, and therefore it is erroneous to consider that morality 
is the result of scientific searches of thinkers.

According to Thomas Jefferson:

“Man was destined for society. His morality therefore was to be formed to this object. 
He was endowed with a sense of right and wrong merely relative to this. This sense 
is as much a part of his nature as the sense of hearing, seeing, feeling; it is the true 
foundation of morality, and not the truth, &c., as fanciful writers have imagined. The 
moral sense, or conscience, is as much a part of man as his leg or arm” [The Papers of 
Thomas Jefferson, vol. 12, 7 August 1787 – 31 March 1788, 1955: 14–19].

So we can conclude, first, that a man for Thomas Jefferson is a social being, and secondly, 
according to this analogy, if every person has different senses, then maybe there is a different 
moral development feelings. According to the philosopher’s conviction, this feeling, like the 
others, can be trained and improved. Morality is in the subordination of the mind, but with the 
fate of so–called common sense.

The example he gives is that if the same moral task is asked to solve a peasant and a 
professor of ethics, they both will easily solve it. Perhaps, because there are more artificial 
rules in the professor’s mind, he needs more time for this. Giving advice to a young relative 
to read the best books on ethics, Tomas Jefferson gives a setting that sounds like a maxim: 
“Consider every act of this kind as an exercise which will strengthen your moral faculties, 
and increase your worth” [The Papers of Thomas Jefferson, vol. 12, 7 August 1787 – 31 March 
1788, 1955: 14–19]. Accordingly, every moral act strengthens the innate moral sense.

In a letter to the social and political figure Benjamin Rush (1746–1813), Thomas Jefferson, 
in order to assess the moral teachings of Christians, suggests analyzing other ethical teachings 
of antiquity. As a result of his own searches, Thomas Jefferson wrote the work of Syllabus, 
1803. In this book, the philosopher states that “Philosophers ... Their precepts related chiefly 
to ourselves, and the government of those passions which, unrestrained, would disturb our 
tranquility of mind” [The Papers of Thomas Jefferson, vol. 40, 4 March –10 July 1803, 2013: 
253–255]. However, according to the American philosopher, the teachings of the ancient sages 
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were intended for a small circle of friends and did not have a universal character. They taught 
patriotism, goodwill and justice, which were not very similar to the real desire for the good of 
another, but they did not teach much about love and mercy to their neighbor. Even the political 
philosophy of antiquity considered justice an injustice. We can assume that the philosopher 
criticizes the ancient thinkers for a certain isolation of abstract thoughts from a concrete 
existence. Similarly, the ethics of the Jews are issued to Thomas Jefferson imperfect, contrary to 
reason. Rethinking Judaism came along with the figure of Jesus, who had no education, whose 
origins are little known, however, his righteous life serves as a worthy example for everyone. 
Comparing Jesus and Socrates, Thomas Jefferson notes that both did not leave the texts, only 
followers, and the cultural and religious conditions in which their teachings originated are 
similar to each other. The political situation of the time was such that the authorities opposed 
their teachings. The authorities demanded the political and real suicide of Socrates, who taught 
goodness, obedience and duty. Jesus was given power for execution, for a similar teaching.

The question of divine origin is not of interest to Thomas Jefferson, since Jesus, who was 
relatively young, and as a young man, decided to reform the state of things. His teaching 
collided with the «altar and throne».

For many years of translation, the teaching of Jesus could not but change. Therefore, you 
can only talk about the current state of Christianity, its essence:

1. Christianity strengthened monotheism and developed the doctrine of the attributes of 
God.

2. Christian morality is more general than philosophers and Jews; it is inherent in 
philanthropy towards all people, and not a certain group of friends or family.

3. The teachings of ancient philosophers and Jews are of a practical nature and relate 
mainly to actions, not opinions.

4. The Christian teaching was directed to the future and had a goal, unlike other ethical 
teachings [The Papers of Thomas Jefferson, vol. 40, 4 March –10 July 1803, 2013: 
253–255].

Philosophy for Thomas Jefferson, even in the time of the Pythagoreans and Neoplatonists 
with their mysticism, performed the function of balance in the person of the Epicureans and 
academicians, and thus science flourished [The Papers of Thomas Jefferson, vol. 1, 1760–
1776, 1950: 544–550]. However, awareness of ancient philosophy did not cause unambiguous 
enthusiasm. It is interesting to note that the magnum opus of the ancient philosopher Plato 
Republic (“Πολιτεία”) proved to be to Thomas Jefferson meaningless, nonsense. The 
philosopher allows himself such an assessment, explaining that he was preparing for a serious 
reading of the work for a long time, and does not understand why the classics of philosophical 
thought, such as Cicero, could admire it. Calling Plato a sophist, Thomas Jefferson is convinced 
that the outstanding ideas of the ancient philosopher were preserved because they were, first, 
written in an exquisite style, and, secondly, because they assimilated well in Christianity:

“His foggy mind, is forever presenting the semblances of objects which, half seen 
through a mist, can be defined neither in form or dimension. Yet this which should have 
consigned him to early oblivion really procured him immortality of fame & reverence. 
the Christian priesthood, finding the doctrines of Christ levelled to every understanding, 
and too plain to need  explanation, saw, in the mysticisms of Plato, materials with which 
they might build up an artificial system which might, from its indistinctness, admit 
everlasting controversy, give employment for their order, and introduce it to profit, 
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power & pre-eminence” [The Papers of Thomas Jefferson, Retirement Series, vol. 7, 28 
November 1813 to 30 September 1814, 2010: 451–455].

Thomas Jefferson believes that further research has not made Plato’s ideas clearer, but the 
ideas of Jesus are clear to all. They make sense, and the work of the ancient author is not theirs. 
At the same time, Thomas Jefferson understands that criticizing Plato is the same as that of the 
holy fathers, and his ideas are subjected to aggressive criticism.
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Ukrainian philosophical thought has been developing under the influence of several philosophical 
streams. Being influences by Orthodox tradition mainly, Church has always been at the forefront of 
any political campaign conducted on Ukrainian terrain. The level of education plays a key role in the 
process of cultural development of any country.  Western part of Ukraine, comparing to its Eastern 
counterpart, had better access to education and information due to Catholic Church predominance in the 
region. Scholastic teaching was accepted by Ukrainian culture partially only, as well as it appeared to be 
interspersed with Patristics in an Orthodox vestition. The article intends to investigate the scholastic and 
patristic thought and its reproduction by Ukrainian cultural environment via various European teaching 
systems. Ukraine has been developing in a broad European context and this is why it could not have 
been deprived of influential teachings. However, Russian imperialistic and later communist ideology was 
hindering constantly the deployment and development of many ideas that were important for European 
philosophy. Together with Eastern theology, which was based mainly on works of Damascenus, 
Aristotelian traditions were introduced in Ukrainian schools gradually, and based on Aristotle’s works, 
theology of Saint Thomas was taught.  Prominent Ukrainian thinkers, such as Petro Mohyla, Kasian 
Sakovych, Stanislav Orichovsky were influenced by many scholastic philosophers, including Saint 
Thomas Aquinas. Aquinas’ influence is apparent in later thinkers, such as Gabriel Kostelnyk and other 
prominent philosophers. In conclusion, it is apparent that despite the fact that so-called “philosophy of 
heart” was more intimate to the majority of Ukrainian thinkers; still Western approach was represented 
in various aspects and periods of development of Ukrainian philosophical thought.
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The question of influence of Western philosophical schools on Ukrainian philosophical 
thought has been addressed by scholars, but it did not get sufficient attention especially due to 
scarce facts and sources. There were several works published on the subject [Nichyk, 1990; 
Kashuba 1990; Zachara et al., 1971] etc, but this question needs deeper investigation as well as 
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it is much deeper than it looks at the first glimpse. Listed works shed some light on philosophy 
courses that were taught at Kyiv-Mohyla Academy, but the influence of Western thought was 
not addressed in these works due to political reasons, as Mykola Symchych admits in his 
article [Symchych, 2012: 148]. The significant gap between Eastern and Western philosophies, 
cultures, and approaches has always been the subject to controversies. Two main reasons for 
this can be found in the process or reviewing Ukrainian philosophical thought, as it should be 
revealed in conclusions. Apparently, there were significant reasons for the word “thomism” 
to be used with special care in the Soviet period. This is why it has been decided to take a 
deeper look at the issue. Works of Ukrainian philosophers are investigated here on the subject 
of presence of Thomistic teaching. In addition to this, the novelty of conducted research is 
represented by several works of Medieval thinkers that have been recently translated into 
Ukrainian, such as Saint Augustine [Augustine, 2005], Saint Dionysius [Denise, 2005], Saint 
Thomas Aquinas [Aquinas, 2010]. The translation of Gabriel Kostelnyk’s work “De Principiis 
Cognotionis” [Kostelnyk, 1913] that is cited here has been completed by the author of the 
article and awaits for publishing. 

The level of education plays a key role in the process of cultural development of any 
country [Shevchenko 2005]. Uneducated crowd is easier to manipulate than well-educated 
society, as well as unrealistic fears can be easily implanted into low-educated minds, such as 
rumors about modern Nazi that are invading from the West as a result of Ukrainian Revolution 
of Dignity that took place in 2013-2014, or historical facts that are diminished, concealed 
or even misinterpreted, such as holodomor in Ukraine (1932-1933), or even the fact that 
radiation emitted by Chernobyl reactor (1986) can be tackled by alcohol consumption. All this 
misinformation used properly and aided by alcohol helps control the uneducated crowd. On the 
other hand, it is not that easy to manipulate well-educated people. Historically, Western part of 
Ukraine, comparing to its Eastern counterpart, had better access to education and information 
due to Catholic Church predominance in the region [Gudziak, 2000]. This partially explains 
why there is still “status quo ante” in terms of rivalry between East and WeSaint 

Being the main source of education, Orthodox Church has always been at the forefront of 
any political campaign conducted on Ukrainian terrain [Paslavsky, 2015: 269]. In addition, even 
in communist times it was in the background of great political changes despite the fact it had 
been officially separated from the state. Religion was considered to be an important factor in 
controlling population. Keeping in mind the difference between Eastern and Western rites it 
is worth looking at some specific aspects of these rites in order to appreciate their particular 
influence on Ukrainian political and cultural life [Shevchenko, 1996]. The point is that Ukrainian 
population was susceptible to certain conceptions of Eastern rite, namely to its mystic nature, but 
also Western rite influenced the Ukrainian culture significantly, particularly due to educational 
process that had arrived from Europe. Western influence is manifested in Ukrainian academic 
life, e.g., Kyiv-Mohyla Academy courses and education system. Despite several works in the 
field, this side of Ukrainian culture has not yet been studied properly due to political reasons, 
especially due to predominance of Orthodox rite. On the other hand, Eastern influence is 
represented generally in Ukrainian cultural life, e.g. paintings, architecture and writings.

Beginnings of philosophical thought in Ukraine, as well as its “cultural memory” 
are linked to Kyiv Rus, especially to baptizing by Constantinople [Kisliuk, 2011: 87] and 
receiving Christianity, which dates back to 998 AD. This event kick-started a big process 
of adoption of philosophical ideas that had been developed by mainly Christian European 
philosophers of preceding periods. Ukraine, being like a dry sponge at the time, absorbed what 
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had been prepared by the time by European philosophers. And since the philosophy of Plato 
was predominant in European thought at the time, Ukrainian official philosophy was reluctant 
to accept newer modifications to philosophy provided by Saint Thomas that were based on 
philosophy of Aristotle. 

Ukrainian cultural and educational life were strongly influenced by scholastic and patristic 
writings that were both in Latin and Greek. However, scholastic teaching was accepted by 
Ukrainian culture partially only, as well as it appeared to be interspersed with patristics in an 
orthodox vestition. The research intends to investigate the scholastic and patristic thought and 
its reproduction by Ukrainian cultural environment via various European teaching systems. 
The necessity of investigating the influence of works of scholastic authors on Ukrainian 
thought is obvious because of significant gap in the field. 

The fact that Latin was always dependent on Greek shows common sites of both cultures. 
There are plenty of words in Latin that are translated directly from Greek, e.g. individuum is 
translation from Greek atom, accidents is translation from Greek symbebekos etc. This fact 
approves using copying as one of the methods of specific vocabulary reproducing in Ukrainian 
writings. For example, Thomas Aquinas uses Latin translations of Greek words widely in 
his works, but at the same time, he applies entirely Greek words, e.g. hypostasis together 
with substance. Similar problems are faced in many modern languages, including Ukrainian. 
The difference between Latin specific words and their modern equivalents is explained on 
the material of various approaches and in various cultural contexts [Torrel, 1996], including 
the Ukrainian one [Sodomora: 2009]. The untranslatable words are examined in contrastive 
bilingual analysis. It is emphasized that in most cases there are no direct equivalents for some 
words in Ukrainian language. 

However, it would be wrong to assume that Western philosophy did not penetrate into 
Ukrainian Eastern culture. Despite the fact that mainly Byzantine influenced the development 
of philosophy in universities, Aristotle’s philosophy and Aquinas’ teaching still were present in 
a subtle and hidden way in Ukrainian Orthodox schools. In Kyiv-Mohyla Academy, which was 
the biggest Ukrainian university at the time, materialistic ideas were referred to as a “disease” 
[Mozhova 2015: 23]. Nevertheless, this was official approach only, because many thinkers 
viewed Aristotle’s philosophy as a reliable and valid answer to many questions and did not 
associate it with materialism directly. Even nowadays Aristotle’s philosophy receives new 
treatment and approach [Anscombe, 1957]; many scholars are referring to Aristotle’s logic 
from new points of view [Navrotsky, 2016: 27]. Apparently, Aristotle’s approach too many 
questions that were related to being could not have been left without proper attention from 
many early Ukrainian thinkers. 

In fact, Ukraine has been developing in a broad European context and this is why it could 
not have been deprived of influential teachings. However, Russian imperialistic and later 
communist ideology was hindering constantly the deployment and development of many ideas 
that were important for European philosophy. In spite of predominant role of Hellenistic-
Bysantine traditions, Western influence could be felt in the educational process of Kyiv-Mohyla 
Academy [Lyuty, 2017: 72]. Nevertheless, Western influence, which was based mainly on 
Aristotle and Aquinas, was mostly latent and had never been put on a broad display. Similar 
situation can be observed on the material of Modern and Post-modern European philosophical 
thought, e.g. Friedrich Nietzsche, that were opposed to commonly accepted ideology [Lyuty, 
2017: 73]. These authors have never been referred to as reliable sources of philosophical 
thought due to ideological discrepancy from Orthodox, and later Communistic believes. 



Ukrainian Philosophical Thought at the Brink between East and West
by Pavlo Sodomora

Ukrainian Policymaker, Volume 3, 201868

The teaching of Saint Thomas was considered to be important source of acquiring 
knowledge. This is why Cardinal Josyp Slipyj was convinced that Saint Thomas’ teaching was 
important for Ukrainian philosophy and at some point; it even had a “dominating influence” 
on education [Slipyj 1925: 60] since Kyiv-Mohyla Academy was based on Aquinas’ works 
with “slight Orthodox remodeling”. The latter was necessary as well as Catholic teaching was 
treated with significant precautions in Eastern Ukraine and only due to Union was accepted 
more gladly in Western Ukraine [Gudziak 2000]. Despite the diversity of two civilizations 
have collided on Ukrainian terrain, the required foundation was formed in Ukraine for 
developing its own kind of teaching and culture that combines different approaches, beginning 
with scholastic and patristic ones. Understanding Ukrainian cultural background and seeing 
its profound causes is essential in grasping important points of its behavior in modern political 
life that has been reflecting on whole European community. 

Together with Eastern theology, which was based mainly on works of Damascenus, 
Aristotelian traditions were introduced in Ukrainian schools gradually, and based on Aristotle’s 
works, theology of Saint Thomas was taught. The Metropolitan Velyamyn Rutsky (1574-
1637) considered Saint Thomas’ theology to be introduced into Ukrainian schools necessarily 
[Zachara 2000: 59-60]. Meletius Smotrytsky used “Sententiae” of Peter Lombard in his 
works. “Sententiae” was central work for theological thought and was studied at European 
Universities before “Summa” of Saint Thomas appeared. According to Ihor Zachara, despite 
significant discrepancies between cultural backgrounds of Eastern and Western rites, the soil 
for scholastic teaching was prepared by that time on Ukrainian terrain. 

Consequently, despite the fact that representations of Western schools in Ukrainian 
philosophy are scarce, still they played an important role in the development of philosophical 
and theological thought. Prominent Ukrainian thinkers, Kasian Sakovych and Petro Mohyla, 
while developing their thoughts on human’s free will and other concepts, were influenced 
by many medieval philosophers, including Saint Thomas [Lytvynov 2008: 323]. Although, 
this influence was not predominant because of modern tendencies in European philosophy 
that considered human as a creator of personal identity. Stanislav Orichovsky (1513-1566) 
in developing proofs of God’s existence follows Saint Thomas, especially in seeing God as a 
Primary Cause. However, Thomistic tradition influenced him partially only. Instead, Ukrainian 
philosopher develops neo-platonic notion of “One” which represents God’s unity. Supposedly, 
this tradition is rooted in Saint Denis’ approach to understanding of God’s essence. The fact 
of combining two mainstreams in theology and philosophy, namely Western and Eastern ones, 
is specific feature of Renaissance Ukrainian thought. This approach served the basis for Brest 
Union (1595-96), which was one of the most significant events in theological and social life of 
whole Europe and triggered a chain of crucial political changes. It is apparent that in history of 
establishing Ukrainian philosophical thought a process of reception of various philosophical 
conceptions contributed to the development of unique ideas. 

One of the most famous places in Aquinas’ “Summa Theologiae” is a chapter on proofs of 
God’s existence. Namely, Saint Thomas did not have an intention to prove the God’s existence, 
as well as people basically had already believed in God for about more than 1000 years. 
Similarly to Stanislav Orichovsky, many scholars developer their thoughts relying on those of 
Aquinas, and introduced their own views on different subjects at the same time. For instance, 
Ukrainian thinkers developed their own view on the question of proofs of God’s existence. 
Apparently, professors of Kyiv Mohyla Academy partially follow scholastic tradition and 
particularly Saint Thomas in providing their own lists of proofs. Stephan Yavorsky provides 



Ukrainian Philosophical Thought at the Brink between East and West
by Pavlo Sodomora

Ukrainian Policymaker, Volume 3, 2018 69

six proofs, Georgij Konysky provides four, but all of them resemble proofs that were provided 
by Aquinas. Theophan Prokopovych, giving his proofs of God’s existence, starts with the 
proof from motion that is similar to Saint Thomas’ approach. 

It is essential in this case to emphasize that Prokopovych notices that God can be known only 
by physical observations. This is the point of view that Aquinas develops in his “Summa’s”. 
The approach, in fact, is very different from the Patristic one, especially of Saint Denise the 
Areopagite, whose theology was more mystical and enigmatic, as well as he was the follower 
of Plato’s philosophy in its newer version. Aquinas, instead, being the follower of Aristotle, 
rejected nativistic conceptions of Plato’s philosophy and introduced into Christian philosophy 
more realistic principles of Aristotle’s approach, that were considered inappropriate and 
incapable of providing the basics for Christian religion. This is what medieval academic 
Ukrainian philosophy was combining, joining the official Eastern Orthodox approach with 
newer views that were floating from the Catholic WeSaint 

As observations show, Ukrainian philosophers use the same terminoloigical system as 
Aquinas uses, but some words are given slightly different meaning. As an instance for this, 
Stephan Yavorsky provides definition of form and matter, but it differs from its scholastic 
meaning. According to Stephan Yavorsky, form and matter are equivalent, which is quite 
opposite to Saint Thomas’ understanding of these notions given in “Summa”. With the flow 
of time, western traditions became even stronger, especially in the western part of Ukraine, 
Halychyna, at the beginning of XX century. One of the followers of Aquinas’ teaching was 
Klementij Hankevych. Especially he was concerned with relation between soul and body, as 
well as between faith and science, which were the subjects of Aquinas’ considerations, as well 
as it is apparent in “Summa Theologiae”. 

Gabriel Kostelnyk, quite controversial Ukrainian thinker, argues that both faith and reason 
are important for adequate understanding and comprehending the world, apparently following 
Saint Thomas Aquinas. The cognition of essence, according to Saint Thomas, follows the 
cognition of being, because being is primarily cognizable, and only after cognition of being 
cognition of “what it is” comes. This feature of Aquinas’ philosophy is supported by Gabriel 
Kostelnyk in Ukrainian philosophical thought. In his article “The Notion of Negation in 
Human’s Cognition” Kostelnyk contrasts being and non-being, arguing that non-being relates 
to ens rationis. By this Kostelnyk, in fact, supports Aquinas’ inferences. Being, according to 
Kostelnyk, is a basis, upon everything else is based, and everything loses its meaning without 
it. However, in his works Ukrainian thinker relies on Hume, Kant, and other European thinkers, 
which allows us to put him on the list of neo-thomists. 

In many of his works, Gabriel Kostelnyk addresses various questions on being and its 
cognition. Namely, in his “On Logical Order” philosopher discusses basics of logical cognition 
following the principle of independent existence of things from human’s consciousness. In 
addition, as well as this world existed long time before the appearance of human’s consciousness, 
Kostelnyk expresses thought that both faith and reason are necessary for cognition of this 
world. Apparently, reconciliation of faith and reason is a necessary condition for cognition 
according to Saint Thomas, too. Kostelnyk argues, that reconciliation of these two opposites 
does not contradict to religion.

It is known, that one of the most important principles in Aquinas’ metaphysics is a principle 
of limitation of act by potency (or of form by matter), by which philosopher explains, among 
other issues, the imperfection of human’s intellect comparing to God’s intellect. Kostelnyk 
supports this opinion. Relying on Thomas’ saying about naturally known principles (Aquinas, 
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in its own turn, made this conclusion on the basis of Aristotle’s metaphysics), Kostelnyk says 
that it is, first, impossible to fail about first principles, and second, these principles cannot 
be proven (indemonstrabiles). While researching on principles of cognition, Kostelnyk cites 
precise explanation provided by Aquinas on this question: “As well as this principle is whole 
natural, it can be inferred that it is given to those, who has it, and cannot be obtained via 
learning. First principles are known from natural light of acting intellect, and cannot be obtained 
by reasoning, but only because their terms are known”. This way of thinking is congruent with 
Aristotle’s words. However, in Kostelnyk’s opinion, neither Aristotle, nor Aquinas reach the 
depth of origin of principles. These thinkers, as Kostelnyk argues, do not analyze the potency, 
which is the source of principles, but instead opine about principles and argue with those who 
oppose to their ideas. Because of that neither Aristotle, nor Aquinas, as Kostelnyk notices, do 
not distinguish sufficiently between objective and subjective necessity of principles. 

To say even more about this, while analyzing Aristotle’s “Metaphysics” Kostelnyk 
emphasizes that Aristotle in many places speaks either about principles that constitute thing 
(e.g. form and matter), or about proving principles, which Kostelnyk defines as “normative 
principles of cognition” (using Kant’s term, although in slightly modified meaning) without 
specifying the difference between features that belong to the thing properly and distantly. 
Apparently, Descartes’ influence is evident here. Gabriel Kostelnyk was really prominent 
Ukrainian thinker who developed basic Aquinas’ ideas joining them with newer views. He was 
aware of importance of religion and proper education for the development of nation. Probably 
this is why Soviet system could not stand killing him. He was assassinated by KGB agents in 
1948 in Lviv. 

It is worth mentioning that rational philosophy on Ukrainian terrain was developed, among 
others, by Kazymerzh Twardowski, a prominent Polish philosopher. His approach to philosophy 
was defined by Brentano’s statement that “Vera philosophiae methodus nulla alia nisi scientiae 
naturalis est”, i.e. “The true method of philosophy is not different from other natural scienses” 
[Karivets 2016: 160]. The source of this statement lies in the philosophy of Aristotle and 
Thomas Aquinas. These thinkers were compiling their works in strict accordance with logical 
treminology and were avoiding mysticism and obscure concepts. Kazymerzh Twardowski, 
being Franz Brentano’s student, represented Western tradition, in contrast to Ukrainian 
philosophers in the Eastern part of Ukraine. Most, if not all of them, were leaning towards 
Eastern way of thinking, which, being more mystic and irrational, represented mainly Russian 
traditional approach. Western philosophy was at the forefront of political changes that took 
place during the development of Ukraine as an independent country.

To conclude, it is apparent that that so-called “philosophy of heart” chiefly represented 
by Gregory Skovoroda [Chyzevsky 2004] was more intimate to the majority of Ukrainian 
thinkers than scholasticism of Western thinkers. This could be caused by two causes. The 
first, the objective, geographical distance and political subjection already aforementioned in 
the article; and the second, subjective, namely national intimate love to songs and inherent 
folk traditions [Sodomora: 105-108]. These causes served as a background for development 
of Ukrainian philosophers. However, despite this fact, Western approach was represented in 
various aspects and periods of development of Ukrainian philosophical thought.
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Introduction

A goal of democratic development of Ukraine as an important socio-political component 
of Europe and Eurasia unites various cultural and political forces of this country and the most 
important entities of the world. Nevertheless, there are a number of contradictions between 
their practical aspirations and the cumulative result of their interaction. Neither people at 
large — the citizens of Ukraine, nor the absolute majority of political forces, both inside and 
outside the country, are happy with the current objective results of political development of 
independent Ukraine.

The major objective of this article is to hint at the essential contradictions between 
the Western liberal-democratic notions of the rule of law, or a law-governed State 
(“Rechtsstaat”, in German; “État du droit”, in French; “Estado de Derecho”, in Spanish) 
and the corresponding State and legal concepts and practices, on the one hand, and the actual 
operational principles of the post-Soviet society (primarily, of the State institutions and of 
political and legal consciousness) in contemporary Ukraine, on the other. 

The author of this article holds in respect the widely spread methodology of promotion of 
the pure type of liberal democracy and the currently still prevailing concepts of transitology — 

© Yakushik, Valentin, 2018
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transition from totalitarianism to democracy via a certain phase of authoritarianism. However, 
while using the tools of distinguishing pure types, in the analysis of a law-governed State, 
the author considers it appropriate to begin with contrasting to each other such three pure 
types of the State as: 1) law-governed State; 2) police State (or arbitrary State), and 3) 
revolutionary State. In this regard, the author is of the opinion that in the present-day Ukraine 
there are certain manifestations of the elements of each of the abovementioned pure types, 
and this objectively present unique mix creates a lot of problems for the supporters of “hard 
dichotomies” in interpreting the nature of a post-Communist, post-Soviet society in Ukraine. 

The article presents an attempt to construct a comprehensive typology of a law-governed 
State. Multifocal, multidimensional approach is used to point to a large spectrum of the 
existing concepts and functioning models of a law-governed State. 

Material for this article was prepared on the basis of studying of a wide range of 
academic and political literature on the subject of a law-governed State and the rule of law, 
and consolidation of practical political experience in the functioning of political and legal 
institutions of a number of countries, including the present-day Ukraine, interviews with 
experts in various fields of law, law-making and law enforcement. Some materials contained 
in the present article have been used in the teaching process at the University of “Kyiv-
Mohyla Academy” (Ukraine) and are available in Ukrainian and Russian languages for 
Ukrainian students and researchers [Yakushik, 1993: 177-195; Yakushik, 2012: 14-27]. The 
author hopes that the updated English version of these theoretical materials may be useful for 
a wider international audience. 

Typology of a Law-Governed State

Virtually any political term can be understood and interpreted by the representatives of 
different trends of political and legal thought in a different (and sometimes totally opposite) 
way. The same is true of the “law-governed State” term, which in various theories is used for 
substantiating quite differing political and social institutions.

Proceeding from the most popular typology of political and legal doctrines [see, e.g.: 
Shively, 1991: 43-59; Yakushik, 1991b: 174-176, 182-184], the following classification of the 
concepts of a law-governed State (and the corresponding theoretical and functioning models 
of political structures) can be proposed: 

1. Liberal-democratic, that stipulate for the existence of democratic political system and 
market economy with substantial involvement of the State in economic life of the 
society.

2. Conservative-democratic, characterised by the defence of the institutions of political 
democracy and market-based economy with the reasonable need for maintaining a 
minimal role of the State in the control of socio-economic relations.

3. Social-democratic. Fundamentally they are similar to liberal-democratic, but they 
stipulate for a larger spectrum of socio-economic rights and freedoms of citizens, give 
more consideration to the development of direct democracy and advocate the idea of 
socialism as an alternative to capitalism.

4. Radical left (revolutionary-communist, left socialist, revolutionary-democratic, etc.) 
that allow for the preservation of certain institutions of authoritarian and/or autocratic 
power in the transition phase and completely or to a large extent negate the value of the 
market-based economy mechanisms.
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5. Radical right (fascist, Nazi, etc.) characterized by the defence of dynamic autocratic, 
totalitarian power as a socio-political ideal. 

6. Traditionalist (national-conservative, “nomenclative”-conservative and other) that 
ensure preservation of stagnating, static institutions of undemocratic power. 

This classification is based on two major criteria: qualitative differences between the 
existing institutions of a) political and b) economic power. However, is there anything else, 
apart from the general term itself, which unites all the varieties of a law-governed State theories? 
Are there other typologies of the State that can constitute efficient means of description and 
cognition of politico-judicial institutions? To be able to answer these questions we have to 
indicate the major general ideas (principles) of any law-governed State concept, to begin with.

Synthesis of postulates of various law-governed State theories provides basis for the 
conclusion that such ideas (principles) are as follows: 1) the prevention of anarchy in social 
relations by the State, and 2) the exclusion of the (extra-legal) abuse of power on the part of 
the State and predominance of methods of regulatory control in State activities or (in case of 
providing some restrictive construction of this principle in degraded and dehumanized versions 
of a law-governed State concepts) — obligatory execution of the State arbitrariness in legal 
form through the exercise of the State activity on the basis of the laws in force (the sources of 
norms that in the opinion of the State have the highest legal force). 

Taking into consideration the existing differences in the perception of the law and/or the 
State mechanisms, capable of preventing general anarchy, as well as the abuse of power, we 
can introduce various typologies of a law-governed State. Herewith it would be appropriate 
to use a pluralistic (multifocal, multidimensional) method of analysis of the essence and the 
structure of political and legal institutions.

Of course, researching the topic of a law-governed State and creating new or analysing 
existing typologies, we should not limit ourselves to the differentiation between law-governed 
and police State (or, alternatively, law-governed and constitutional State) as specific types 
of the State. It is also important to construct and use typologies of different law-governed 
States — of various theoretical models and the actually functioning systems of political and 
legal institutions, defined by this term.

Based on the Marxist concept of socio-economic formations, a Spanish lawyer Elías Díaz 
distinguishes the following historic types of a law-governed State: 1) liberal (in the period of 
classical liberalism); 2) social-liberal — corresponding to the period of neo-capitalism and 
institutions of the “Welfare State”; 3) democratic — ensuring implementation of the “Western 
way to democracy and socialism” [Díaz, 1984: 11-20]. A similar theoretic approach is used by 
many lawyers, political analysts and practicing politicians who adhere to democratic socialism 
concepts.

Meanwhile, not all supporters of democratic socialism consider socialism as a mandatory 
stage in the development of human society in general and of each of local or regional 
civilizations, in particular. Hence, the “historical types” listed above, in fact, become the ideal 
(“pure”) types of a law-governed State.

A Portuguese constitutionalist lawyer Marcelo Caetano distinguished two major models 
of a law-governed State — liberal and social, and used the notion of “historic form” to define 
them. The notion of “ideal type” was used by him just for characterising the law-governed 
State in general, as opposed to such ideal type as politico-administrative State “where the law 
is used by the State in a mere instrumental capacity” [Caetano, 1983: 324-325]. It is noteworthy 
that Caetano considers the social law-governed State as a “mixed form that includes elements 
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of both law-governed and politico-administrative State”, because social State “by means of 
developing the extra-legal functions and frequent use of legal functions as an instrument for 
exercising extra-legal functions” “is converging with politico-administrative State” [Caetano, 
1983: 325-326]. Caetano, like many other West European and North American lawyers and 
political analysts, does not actually distinguish between the “form” and the “type” terms. 

Social scientists and politicians that challenge the idea of socialism, as a rule do not 
consider problematics that the socialists and social-democrats include into the concept of 
democratic law-governed State [see, e.g.: Lucas, 1955]. This being the case, modern liberals 
(unlike the majority of neo-conservatives that quite often refer to themselves as neo-liberals, 
since in the field of economics they mainly adopt the classic liberal attitude of “the night 
watchman State” theory) essentially assess the social law-governed State as a perfect form 
or the highest stage of development of a law-governed State. However, followers of modern 
humanistic socio-political theories most often point out historic limitations of the currently 
existing neo-capitalist type of technical civilization and the corresponding (to this type) social 
law-governed State. At that, like Russian philosopher and poet Daniil Andreyev, they state 
that in the future “issues of technology and economy will cease to be the focus of prime 
attention…, and human talents shall turn to other things: the things driven by the thirst for 
knowledge, by the love to all the creatures alive under the sun, the need for the highest forms 
of creativity and love for beauty” [Andreyev, 1993: 21]. 

The abovementioned problematics of the historic types of a law-governed State can 
be extended by extrapolation into the future of various visions of the development of the 
modern societies and the possibility of emergence of new types of civilizations, based on 
fundamentally different (as compared to the current ones and those that existed before) moral 
and ethical principles and values of social development. These new types of civilizations will 
use organizational models and models of managerial structures functioning that have been 
unknown in the preceding practices and, possibly, seen to be Utopian today. Besides, this 
problematics can include historic experience of democratic political systems of Antiquity 
(first of all, Athens and Ancient Rome) and the Middle Ages, some regimes of “enlightened 
absolutism” (or “benevolent despotism”) when the bearer of the absolute power uses that 
power to protect the good of the people; and some other models of political and legal regimes. 

Here we can differentiate the following historic types of a law-governed State that guarantee 
major rights and freedoms of full citizens:

1. Slave-owning law-governed State, though not only ancient one. It also includes slave-
owning capitalist State, similar to those that existed in the Southern States of the United 
States of America before slavery was abolished there after the North won the civil war. 
In this case the criterion for distinguishing the abovementioned type (as well as the ones 
to follow) is not the character of “economic basis”, but legal and actual status of major 
social strata and groups of population of a specific country, the presence or absence of 
privileged strata and the character of their privileges. 

2. Nobiliary law-governed State — which does not obligatory mean being a feudal State. 
Primarily, a feudal State can be (similarly to the free cities of the Middle Ages) not 
nobiliary but of a corporate and guild type, and, secondly, the nobility can be not only 
feudal, but also of a “barrack-socialist” type (the so-called “nomenclature”). Elías Díaz 
is of opinion that one cannot state that there was a “nobiliary law-governed State” 
because in the Middle Ages the “sufficient legal institutionalization” of relationship 
between the Crown and nobility was absent [Díaz, 1984: 25-26]. Though, whatever 
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weak (from the point of view of the modern liberal-democratic standards) institutional 
guarantees of the equal status of a certain part of the inhabitants of the majority of 
countries in the Middle Ages might have been, it still has to be recognized that such 
guarantees were present here and there (for example, in England and Poland). Besides, 
the guarantees of the “szlachta”(a legally privileged noble class) rights in Poland were 
not in the least less real (though in many cases absolutely different) than the mechanisms 
of securing rights and freedoms of citizens in modern democratic countries. It is not 
viable to consider all the major components of the modern types of a law-governed 
State as mandatory for each of historic types of a law-governed State. Otherwise, by 
means of adhering to such “restrictive” research orientation, we drastically curtail the 
number of distinguished historic types (though this is also one of the entirely acceptable 
theoretical positions that has its cognitive and descriptive value). Slave-owning, 
nobiliary and some other varieties of a law-governed State — ethnocratic (where the 
power belongs to the “elite” ethnic group), or religiocratic (where a particular religious 
denomination pretends to exclusively exercise the authority), etc. — can be aggregated 
under the definition of a caste and/or qualification quasi-liberal (quasi-liberal from the 
purely legal point of view, but not necessarily from the point of view of economy) law-
governed State that declares formal legal equality of all full citizens, but is based on 
the gender, racial, national (ethnic), tribe, clan, religion/denomination, social origin, 
class, income, place of birth and other criteria that exclude from the active political 
life large strata of the adult population of the country, i.e. introduces (institutionalizes) 
strictly separated from each other strata that differ by the legal status of their members. 
At that, transition from one particular personal (and/or group) status to another is either 
impossible or very complicated.

3. Liberal law-governed State with the complete formal legal equality of all full citizens 
and the absence of pronounced legal discrimination of major social classes and groups 
of adult population of the country. 

4. Social (i.e. neo-capitalist liberal democratic) law-governed State complements 
the features of a liberal law-governed State with securing certain guarantees of 
wellbeing for the poor and disadvantaged classes/strata in the country. This concept 
was formalised, for example, in the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Germany 
adopted in 1948 (Article 28), where the term of “democratic and social law-governed 
State” (“democratic and social state governed by the rule of law”) [Basic Law, 2018: 
31] is introduced, as well as in the Constitution of Spain in 1978 (Article 1) where 
the notion of “social and democratic law-governed State” [Las Constituciones, 1981: 
284] is also applied. It was further reflected (as “democratic, social, law-based state” 
wording) in the Preamble and in the Article 1 of the Constitution of Ukraine adopted in 
1996 [Constitution, 1996: 1]. 

5. Democratic law-governed State (as per above cited interpretation by a number of 
theoreticians of the modern social-democracy of Romance-speaking countries), which 
is sometimes referred to as socialist in the wording of the left-wing ideologists of the 
social-democratic movement [see: Uma via, 1974: 6; Díaz, 1982: 203, 220, 223], which 
facilitates progressive “overcoming” of capitalism (neo-capitalism) and replacing it 
with a more humane and socially efficient society of democratic socialism, providing 
a fair level of material and spiritual life of all the strata of the society and minimises 
limitations imposed by the objectively existing differences of class nature. (Of course, 
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this type of concepts of socialist law-governed State should not be identified with 
the official theories of the same name that were publicized on a large scale in 80s in 
USSR, Bulgaria and some other former “socialist” countries). Concept of democratic 
law-governed State is formalized in the Constitution of Portugal 1976 that can be 
explained by the determinative influence of political and legal ideology of democratic 
socialism on the process of working out of this Constitution and its subsequent revision 
[Yakushik, 1986: 34-38]. It should be taken into account that in a number of cases 
the idea of democratic law-governed State is equated (by the modern liberals) to the 
concept of social (i.e. neo-capitalist) State. Simultaneous use of the terms “democratic” 
and “social” (in any sequence) to characterise a law-governed State in the framework 
of its neo-capitalist liberal interpretations differs from social-democratic renderings of 
democratic law-governed State, first of all, by the scope of meaning in the notion of 
democracy. Comparing these two theoretical approaches — liberal and socio-democratic 
(socialist), Elías Díaz emphasised that “a wide, integral (socialist) understanding of 
democracy… is capable of adding a deeper and more realistic meaning from the point 
of view of freedom and equality... to the other, more narrow (liberal) understanding of 
democracy… that is limited almost exclusively, or in any case predominantly, by legal 
and political aspects of this problem” [Díaz, 1982: 208].

6. Humanistic law-governed State that specifically secures all-round development of an 
individual and thoroughly takes into account interests of all social strata and groups of 
population and the needs of both present generations and generations to come.

Within the framework of this theoretical approach, apart from the “pure” types noted 
above, we can differentiate mixed and transitional types of a law-governed State that 
guarantees major rights and freedoms of full citizens. The typology under consideration does 
not include degraded law-governed State models similar to those that existed in Nazi Germany 
or during the dictatorial regime of Аugusto Pinochet in Chile under the conditions of the 
so called “authoritarian democracy that protects and integrates” [Pinochet, 1977], because 
such “law-governed States” do not fulfil the function of securing major rights and freedoms 
of full citizens but pursue other objectives (not related to the implementation of the idea of 
inherent worth of an individual), such as “revival of the grandeur of the nation”, “renewal of 
civilization”, etc. 

One of the major classifications of a law-governed State doctrines consists in making the 
distinction between: 1) formal positivistic concepts where the idea of a law-governed State is 
brought down to the idea of “the legality State”, “that fulfils its purposes with the assistance 
of legal means” under the conditions when “the purposes of the State may change according 
to the selected policy line” and 2) material, natural law concepts where “political power is 
considered as a means of implementation and assurance of the natural personal rights that are 
the source of any legal order” [Caetano, 1983: 320-321, 323].

This quite clear theoretic basis allows for the easy differentiation of such types (or 
varieties) of political and legal institutions that existed in the past, are in existence now, and 
quite possibly will have a place in the future, and are corresponding to the formal, positivist 
model of a law-governed State:

1. States, antidemocratic in their substance and form, with the purely formal “regime of 
legality” that stipulates for the mandatory legal formalization of the State arbitrariness 
and strict adherence to the current antidemocratic legal norms. Within the framework 
of the classification under consideration such “law-governed” States are set against 
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antidemocratic “non- law-governed” ones, that have nihilistic attitude towards the use 
of the legal form to give general validity to their acts of volition, as well as to all 
other types of State that are not capable of providing for the legal predictability of 
the power structures activities and/or preventing anarchy in the regulation of social 
relations. This type of a “law-governed” State can list: a) some radical right-wing 
regimes, for example, Nazi Germany within the territory of “Reich proper”, and not its 
“possessions” and as applied only to the “Aryan race representatives”; b) a number of 
radical left-wing totalitarian regimes that preserved a considerable share of traditions 
characteristic to the European continental or Anglo-Saxon legal culture (legal technique, 
primarily); c) conservative-stabilizing antidemocratic regimes — from traditionalist 
oligarchic regimes that are well known from the political practices of Latin America 
to the stagnating “barrack-type” socialist regimes that existed up till the end of the 
1980s — beginning of the 1990s in the countries of Central and South-Eastern Europe 
and in Northern Eurasia.

2. Autocratic or/and authoritarian regimes that guarantee a sufficiently wide scope of 
personal and civil (quite often also socio-economic) rights, but do not introduce an 
integrated system of democratic bodies of the constituent and legislative power. We 
can consider the following examples: a) a number of “enlightened absolutism” regimes, 
including modern Kuwait and Qatar, and to a certain extent the Ancient Indian State 
in the late period of reign of Ashoka of the Maurya Dynasty (after Ashoka’s Buddhist 
conversion till 232 BC); b) some revolutionary regimes in the developing countries that 
implement anti-totalitarian, anti-oligarchic, anti-imperialistic, anti-ochlocratic strategies 
aimed at empowerment (permanent expansion of the rights and freedoms) of citizens 
and setting up the conditions for the country to take up a worthy place among other 
nations in the world. Such States can be characterised as autocratic or/and authoritarian 
meritocracies, i.e. as the power of the “worthy” people (wise, highly qualified politicians 
and other professionals that possess required knowledge and practical managerial skills 
and high moral stature) that are vested with genuine trust (though it is not always 
expressed by means of voting) and are respected by their fellow citizens. 

3. Typical democratic States that necessarily have within their mechanism an intrinsic 
formal legal, positivist component of the “legality State”.

Descriptions of political and legal institutions, relevant to the material, natural law concepts 
of a law-governed State, that are most popular in the countries of Western Europe and other 
regions of the world which are under their prevailing cultural influence, contain the following 
elements:

1. “The rule of law” which is “the expression of common will” and “the legal nature of 
the State administration activities” [Díaz, 1984: 31]. In a different wording this element 
of a law-governed State is defined as “the principle of democratic law” stipulating for 
the “formal subordination to the law”, “democratic mechanism of law-making” and 
“democratic purview and content of the law” [Constituição, 1976: 167], as well as “the 
power’s lack of discretionary authority” [Fernandes, 1974: 44-45] (i.e. lack of authority 
to act on the basis of one’s own perceptions of political expediency).

2. Independence and “separation of powers — legislative, executive and judiciary” [Díaz, 
1984: 31].

3. “Formal and legal guarantees and efficient practical implementation of major rights and 
freedoms” [Díaz, 1984: 31].
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4. Responsibility (inclusive of legal liability) of government agencies and officials for 
their actions [Caetano, 1993: 322]. 

Most frequently, contemporary European lawyers also indicate some singular characteristics 
of a law-governed State, related to the absolutization and universalization of certain institutions, 
common and traditional to the modern West European civilization. Thus, for example, the 
supposedly generalizing definitions of a law-governed State (relevant to its material, natural 
law interpretation) often include the following provisions: 1) “the legislative power … should 
be set up on the basis of free elections of the people’s representatives under the conditions of 
multi-party system”; 2) “the executive power should represent the majority or, in case of a 
coalition government, various trends of political thought”; 3) “the judiciary should be formed 
through the contests for the posts, or even by the election of judges by the judges from their 
own midst, but in no way on the basis of the decision or initiative of the executive power” 
[Fernandes, 1974: 44-45]. 

The above stated was formulated by a Portuguese socialist lawyer and politician Vasco da 
Gama Fernandes, though it is a typical kind of wording for a considerable number of European 
and Latin American lawyers, political analysts and politicians (social democrats, liberals, 
conservatives and apolitical pragmatists). Another typical statement is that in a law-governed 
State the laws must be ordained by the supreme representative authority, and the by-laws of 
the executive agencies must be issued on the basis and in the abeyance of laws [Baglai, 1989: 
43; Tikhomirov, 1989: 160-166]. 

All these and similar theoretical provisions are essentially and primarily backing the 
declaration of the following general principles of a law-governed State:

1. The State being limited by the legislation in force, and the State agencies are prohibited 
from acting contrary to legal norms.

2. Democratic content of the legal norms in force, i.e. securing ample rights and freedoms 
of the citizens and democratic mechanisms of exercising power. 

3. The supremacy of laws in the system of sources of law.
4. Democratic law-making procedures (in the establishment or authorization of legal 

norms).
5. Institutional and normative guarantees of the efficient implementation of democratic 

rights and freedoms of citizens as well as efficient functioning of the State mechanism 
and political system in general — prevention of anarchy in the society, responsibility of 
the State agencies and officials for trespassing the law, responsibility of all legal entities 
(individuals and organisations) for the offenses committed by them, guarantees against 
the autocratic degeneration of power.

Quite secondary by nature are specific organizational and technical structures that contain 
multitude of civilizational and sub-civilizational, regional and national particularities, as well 
as purely situational (that are of temporary, fleeting political nature, unrelated to deep cultural 
and historic traditions of a specific society) differences in interpretation of virtually each of the 
listed principles.

Generalizing major possible groups of a law-governed State typologies, we should note 
some of interpretations that are related to the absolutization and universalization of local 
(national and regional) experience and in this way provide basis for distinguishing specific 
models (or types) of a law-governed State. 

І. The real or fictitious nature of the limitations on the State (defined as a law-governed) 
imposed by the legislation in force allows for the States to be conventionally subdivided into 
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the abovementioned: a) “material” law-governed States, limited not only by the laws, but by 
law proper in its “natural law” perception, i.e. by the unalienated human rights and the rights 
of nations; and b) “formal” law-governed States that are bound just by the requirement to use 
the legal form to give mandatory validity to their acts of volition. 

ІІ. Specifics of interpretation of the laws’ democratic content, that depends on a particular 
understanding of democracy [Yakushik, 1991a: 138, 145, 148-149], forms the basis either 
for distinguishing various historic types of law-governed State, or for contrasting two major 
ideal (“pure”) types of law-governed State: a) States that to the maximum extent implement 
the principle of legal equality of an individual, and b) aristocratic (estate, caste, qualification, 
etc.) States that maintain a rigid division of society into estates whose representatives 
strikingly differ in terms of their legal status (scope of rights, freedoms and duties).

ІІІ. Substantial differences in interpretation of the principle of the supremacy of law and 
democratic character of law-making procedures (first of all, of the legislative process) in 
various countries actually indicate the existence of such types of a law-governed State as:

1. Law-governed State that corresponds to the Eurocentric interpretations of the idea of the 
hierarchical pattern of law or, more precisely, — its interpretation in the spirit of the modern 
European continental family of legal systems [David, 1988: 41, 49]. This theoretic approach 
is characterised by the obligatory ascription to a law-governed State of the existence and 
priority (in relation to other sources of law) of the law embodied in the form of normative 
acts that have the highest legislative force and are approved by the highest representative 
bodies. Sometimes in this respect there may be introduced an addendum indicating that the 
laws can also be approved by popular vote (referendum).

But in the countries that belong to other families of legal systems, the external form 
of expression and the structure of the sources of law may be different and even differ 
radically from the patterns that have become customarily and traditional for the continental 
Europe with its particular, though in many cases domineering in the modern world, legal 
technique. Can it be true that all other models of legal norms hierarchy should be considered 
as characteristic to the non-law-governed states only? For sure, it is possible to operate in 
such a manner, or almost in such a manner, because choice of approaches and methodology 
is virtually almost always left to the researcher, to the interpreter. Nevertheless, it seems 
quite reasonable to suppose that it would be better just to discard some absolutizations of 
the partial (regional) experience.

2. Law-governed State where alongside with the laws, issued by the highest representative 
body, the top position in the hierarchy of sources of law also belongs to the judicial precedents 
set, first of all, by the Constitutional and/or the Supreme Court, and to legal customs and 
(possibly) laws approved by the highest legislative body that is not representative by its 
nature — it can be, for example, a monarch or a special extraordinary governing institution 
[Yakushik, 1991a: 138, 145, 148-149].

3. Law-governed States with their traditional systems of religious and customary law, 
where part of traditional (religious and customary) norms are put in the hierarchy of the 
legal norms above the legislative acts (even above the written Constitution, if there is one). 

4. Law-governed States where legal regulation by means of individual (non-normative) 
acts prevails over normative legal regulation.

It should be noted that virtually in any of the considered types of law-governed State 
there can exist a practice of “delegated legislation”, i.e. issuing of normative acts with 
the highest legal forth not by the highest legislative body, but by any other institution of 
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power, authorised by the highest legislative body or by referendum. Herewith there can be 
a requirement introduced for a mandatory subsequent approval of such acts by the highest 
legislative authority. In some cases such approval can take place before the issuance of the 
respective act.

Besides, taking into account specifics of the supremacy of law principle and the nature 
of law-making procedures, but now on the basis of criteria of the presence or absence of a 
unified legal system in the country, the following law-governed States may be distinguished: 
a) with a unified legal system of the entire country; b) with specific legal systems existing 
in different regions of the country; c) with several specific legal systems that do not have 
(according to the general rule) a specific “regional tie-in” within the country, but are 
functioning simultaneously throughout its territory, with the extension of each of these 
legal systems on certain categories of citizens depending on their religious/denomination or 
ethnic belonging.

IV. Based on the particularities of the State mechanism (capable of preventing both 
anarchy in the society, and autocratic degeneration of power) we can distinguish the following 
ideal types of law-governed States: a) those that apply “classical” system of separation and 
independence of powers and their “checks and balances” (by models of the USA or France); 
b) States, providing unconditional supremacy of their parliament over the executive (Britain, 
India, Japan) with exclusively (or predominantly) ceremonial role of the head of State; c) 
those that apply a range of classical schemes of separation of powers, but at the same time 
widely use (inclusive in law-making activities) procedures of direct democracy (Switzerland); 
d) theoretically it is quite possible to have a State where both legislative and executive powers 
are concentrated in the hands of one body that is reporting and accountable to the people and 
quite often is subjected to the official procedures of defining the degree of trust and support of 
its current policy with the immediate legal consequences. One of the examples of such system 
can be a quasi-monarchy model, suggested by Jean-Jacque Rousseau.

There is no doubt that this theoretical design will be far from complete, if we do not take 
into account mixed and transitional types.

The idea that the participation of political parties in the formation of legislative bodies 
is a prerequisite for the existence of a law-governed State is quite common now. The 
aforementioned statement by Vasco da Gama Fernandes is one of the manifestations of 
such a settled thought. However, here we are also faced with the universalization of one of 
the possible (albeit the most widespread) methods in contemporary political systems. The 
whole range of examples (bailiwick of Guernsey, bailiwick of Jersey, Isle of Man, etc.) 
give evidence that even in the countries with democratic political culture and pluralistic 
mechanism of exercise of power the traditions of struggle between the parties and even 
political parties themselves may be absent. Also, the concept of direct democracy with no 
place for political parties that had been substantiated by Jean-Jacques Rousseau, is not a 
pure Utopia either. 

Consensual model of democracy (as opposed to the confrontational model) is capable of 
founding itself on prevailing interaction not of political parties, but professional and local 
communities, as well as individuals and non-party organizations that are expressing and 
representing their interests. In some societies (in certain cultural environment and under 
certain circumstances) the role of “classical” political parties can be playes by trade unions 
and employers’ organizations, various factions within the State apparatus, youth associations, 
and probably tribal, clannish and similar structures.



Varieties of a Law-Governed State
by Valentin Yakushik

Ukrainian Policymaker, Volume 3, 201882

Thus, it would be rational to differentiate law-governed States: a) that exist in societies 
with the established multi-party system, and b) in societies with the lack of multi-party 
traditions and the absence of political parties as such.

Taking into account the diversity of existing and possible models of ensuring the genuine 
independence of the judiciary through organizational and technical means (though not 
limited to these means), the specificity of the way of election or appointment of judges 
can be chosen as a criterion for the classification of law-governed States. Hereon, within 
the framework of this theoretical approach we can distinguish in particular such types (or 
varieties) of a law-governed State: a) with the system of appointment of judges for life by 
the head of State; b) with judges taking their positions through the contest for the post (the 
contest being organised by the judiciary), or as a result of direct election of judges by the 
judges professional community; c) with judges elected directly by the citizens or by all 
legally cabable/competent permanent residents of the relevant judicial district. 

Claiming for a greater comprehensiveness and completeness of the considered 
classification, the researcher should take into account other existing or theoretical models of 
the judiary and expand the list of the types (varieties) of the same order (that is, distinguished 
on the basis of the same criterion) of a law-governed State.

It should be noted that the absence in a number of countries of an integrated (or, more 
precisely, single) legal system operating across the territory and/or for the entire population 
of the country is often combined with the absence of an integrated (single) judicial system. 
Thus, such specificity of judicial systems gives grounds for the differentiation of separate 
types (or varieties) of a law-governed State in the same way as the one used above to 
distinguish the types of law-governed States by the criterion of the absence or existence of 
a unified legal system in the country.

Considerable cognitive and descriptive role is played by the distinction of a) stable and b) 
unstable law-governed States, based on the systemic condition of the society in general and/
or status of political system in it. Besides, it is of substantial importance to understand that 
law-governed States that act a) under normal and b) under extraordinary circumstances can 
have qualitatively different systemic characteristics and, in particular, specific (inherent to 
them under such — normal or extraordinary — circumstances) organizational and functional 
structure and different constructive potential (in reference to specific conditions of time and 
place). This provides ground for the introduction of the relevant typology of a law-governed 
State that stipulates for the presence of two major types and a multitude of varieties within 
each of these types. Of course, the indicated criteria (characteristics) of “normality” and 
“extraordinarity” of the situation — political, economic, environmental, cultural, etc. (both 
in its national, i.e. relevant for a specific country, and in international context) can vary to a 
considerable extent depending on the research, educational, propaganda and other purposes 
of the creators and promotors of such typologies.

Diversity of models (types and varieties) of a law-governed State, multidimensionality 
and multi-aspect character of its possible classifications (typologies) and periodisations of 
development must be taken in all seriousness by the theoreticians of the State and law, 
academics from other fields of political and legal studies and by practicing politicians. 
Especially this concerns the representatives of young independent States with a relatively 
limited historic experience of functioning of pluralistic democracy and with insufficiently 
deeply rooted democratic political culture.
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Conclusions

Distinguishing various types and sub-types (models) of a law-governed State, i.e. 
understanding peculiarities of different institutional arrangements leading to guaranteeing the 
principles of the rule of law, equality before the law and unbiased and fair implementation of 
law, one should not exclude the further search for new efficient models of democratic institutions 
to function in Ukraine. For sure, as an ancient Greek tragedian Aeschylus said, “in war, the first 
casualty is truth” [Aeschylus], but difficult times presuppose full moral responsibility of genuine 
responsible actors. We are going through a challenging stage of the society’s and our personal life. 
In such an environment, the task for open-minded and creative political scientists and lawyers (if 
they are not just a part of manipulative efforts of the mainstream ideological trends, or of other 
“semi-blind” quasi-alternative trends to cover and/or simplify the realities and to raise a “one-
dimensional man” [Marcuse, 2002]), is to strive for the discovery of the often unexpected truths, 
and to help people practice thinking “outside the box”, by their own brains and true practical 
involvement, to see beauty of the world in its diversity, complexity and plenitude.

The formation and maintenance of institutions of a law-governed State is only a part (though 
very important one) of the whole system of mechanisms guaranteeing democratic, humanistic 
and balanced development of the society in general and of all its major components. Among a 
number of means to efficiently approach the current crisis developments in Ukrainian politics 
it is worthwhile to mention the following:

a) The creation of a mighty “third forth” in the Ukrainian polity with a clear vision aimed 
at changing the old deep-rooted principles of self-reproduction of Ukrainian apathetic, 
torpid establishment (and its inbuilt soulless, dead-hearted alliance with the selfish 
interests of big business and foreign powers’ influential entities), overcoming the 
existing latent internal and international “oligarchic consensus” vis-à-vis the present 
and the future of Ukraine, and finding a valid alternative to nepotism and corruption as 
a wicked backbone component of political and economic system.

b) Creating and promoting structures (forums) and processes providing for the “policies 
of truth” aimed at introducing mechanisms of responsible and mutually beneficial 
interclass partnership, achieving national reconciliation in cultural, inter-regional 
and civilizational spheres and its legal formalization based on the future referendum 
results, comprehensive new “national pact” leading to the relevant efficient and actually 
practiced constitutional changes. 

c) Development and implementation of democratic mechanisms of public (nation-wide, 
regional and local) discussions (“public hearings”) on the key issues of cultural, socio-
economic and political development.

d) Deconcentration and decentralization of power and practical introduction of the 
principle of subsidiarity in the relations between different layers of power.

e) Genuine democratization and normalization of the electoral process (in a wider 
sense — of the “constituent power” in general) and of the procedures and mechanisms 
of the judiciary. 

f) Implementation of dynamic mechanisms of independent, responsible and fair 
constitutional control, as well as of the overall system of the “control power” and 
the “examination power” (overseeing the quality, reliability of civil servants and the 
development of their further potential) and of clearly-defined and transparent bodies 
(fora) of “conceptual power”.
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Dear Mr. Bolonkin, firstly I would like to appreciate you for taking part in this project to 
share your experience with a practising entrepreneur and an expert in the field of business 
administration.

To start the conversation, could you tell about your company and its activities?

I also want to thank you for the invitation to talk about this very difficult, but very important 
topic. I think, the problem of cooperation between education and the employer remains 
unresolved in Ukraine. 

Our company specializes on the production of boilers, air heaters, generally speaking, 
reliable, efficient and economical heating systems. The company has been operating on the 
Ukrainian market since Ukraine gained independence. Our task is to provide innovative 
heating systems for schools, kindergartens, public buildings, houses, cafes, shops, livestock 
buildings and the like. The main feature of our production is its alternative to gas heating at 
the expense of use of such cheap raw materials as heat from firewood and waste of industrial 
and agricultural production.

How do you, as the employer, could characterize the interaction of your enterprise with the 
system of higher education? Is there a real practice of such cooperation?

Unfortunately, I must say that the real interaction of my company with higher education 
institutions is spontaneous, non-systemic and isolated. Basically, communication with 
teachers is based on personal contacts and, as a rule, only with the heads of higher education 
establishments. To a greater extent, our company connects research and production activities, 
cooperation in the field of science and innovation with higher education institutions. However, 
it has a similar interaction with educational practice.

What are the main reasons for this situation?

The reasons are many. We can talk about political, economic, social and other factors. Yet, 
from my point of view, the reason for the lack of interaction with higher education institutions 
is the discrepancy of their curricula and educational programs to the needs of our company. 
The practice of training young people directly in the workplace has already become familiar, 
and, in my opinion, almost everyone has to learn.

So, do you think Ukrainian universities and other higher education institutions prepare 
specialists who do not meet the needs of your company?

No, that is not exactly true. Higher education institutions of Ukraine provide good theoretical 
training, including a common culture and worldview. In other words, they develop the general 
competences, without which the professional activity in our company is impossible. However, 
as I have already noted, this is not enough to work at the enterprise. In fact, we get an alumnus 
with a good general training and professional knowledge. Nevertheless, we usually form the 
special skills we need for our business. This applies to both professionals involved directly in 
the production and the management staff of the enterprise.
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You mentioned the management staff. Please, tell me whether your company needs 
managerial personnel, if so, to what extent?

Thus, the need for managerial personnel is particularly acute, despite the fact that their 
quantitative demand for such workers is much smaller.

Could you clarify these numbers?

Our company in different historical periods of its existence had a different number of 
employees. However, it is about 10 percent of the total number of employees involved in 
the management of the business. Currently, the company has 40 employees, four of whom 
(including me as a Director) are involved in business administration. In my opinion, without 
these specialists, the enterprise would cease to exist.

You have passed my next question. Do you think education in the field of business 
administration in the labour market is necessary today, on the example of the your enterprise? 
It is especially interesting for our readers.

Yes, of course, we do, because this category of employees is responsible for the future of 
our business. At the same time, I would like to stress that management professionals should 
possess certain professional and production skills, even if not to the extent that they are directly 
responsible for the production cycle. There must be a kind of balance.

Does an alumnus of the Ukrainian University in the field of business administration meet 
the requirements of the employer in terms of real work practice? Which kind of competences 
is conform or not?

Unfortunately, I must say that graduates of Ukrainian universities in these specialities are 
mostly unprepared to work at my enterprise. Usually an alumnus needs to “get used,” that is, 
to obtain additional knowledge, skills. Again, I perform this function at the enterprise directly. 

As I said, the University provides high-quality general competence, that is, an understanding 
of the modern world, economics, business, awareness of the features of the modern world and 
the like. This is extremely important, but practical training in Ukrainian and International 
companies remains insufficient.

What are the functions of a specialist in the field of business administration in the real 
practice of your company? What knowledge, from your point of view, does he lack?

First of all, I would like to talk about personnel work. Personnel specialists (HR) play 
an important role in my company. Effective and rational selection of personnel, work with 
existing employees is one of the most important areas in the work of our company. It should 
be noted that a young University graduate, based on my experience, without experience in the 
enterprise, is not ready to perform the functions of an HR manager.

The second area is financial management. Any company has the capital that needs to be 
managed.
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The third section-the organization of production, which is the basis of the enterprise. 
If we imagine their hierarchy, then, in my opinion, production comes first, then capital, 

then personnel.
However, these professional management competences are now acquired in the enterprise 

itself and not in a higher education institution. 

Describe the “ideal” University alumnus, who fits best to your company.

Perhaps 100 percent ready to work in my company graduate institutions of higher education 
in Ukraine is not able to prepare at all. However, this is possible at 95 percent.

The key competences of such an “ideal graduate” should be soft skills like the ability to 
solve complex problems related to production, but not directly related to it. These are skills 
in the field of practical psychology, practical pedagogy and the basics of education; skills 
of interaction with the media as well as professional and general social networks, business 
negotiation skills (especially in English); skills to work in a team and in conditions of 
uncertainty and interdisciplinarity. Undoubtedly, these skills are not enough. We cannot avoid 
the hard skills. The latter is the basis; however, if we are talking about the “ideal” University 
alumnus, then hard skills should be supplemented with soft skills.

Thank you, Mr. Bolonkin for your time and interesting conversation.
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