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This article is an attempt to consider classical models and examples of neutrality and non-alignment 
for states entering the era of a new multipolarity; key foreign policy principles and objectives for states 
seeking to avoid being drawn into wars and conflicts, and to preserve their sovereignty.

The author tries to identify potential new characteristics and directions for the modernization of the 
International Non-Aligned Movement in the current political context.
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Introduction

The geopolitical discourse in Europe and Ukraine is still largely built on the basis of a 
bipolar vision of the world and the system of international relations, in which the confrontation 
between the US and the USSR during the Cold War was for some time replaced by competition 
between liberal democracies and authoritarian regimes, and today between the West and the 
Russian Federation. Such a view is certainly important for the state building on the European 
continent and for the mobilization of social forces, but, nevertheless, it is not sufficient not 
only for building effective relations with many states and unions of the state outside Europe, 
but also for the state strategizing in general.

© Bortnik, Ruslan, 2022
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Blocked and unblocked countries in the modernity

In the context of the growing military and political instability in the world (one of the 
manifestations of which was the illegal invasion of the Russian Federation into Ukraine), which 
marks not only the lack of efficient solutions to the problems of poverty, ecology, inequality in 
access to resources in the world, but, probably, also the end of the era of geopolitical stability, 
many states are increasingly facing the problems of national security, sovereignty, non-
involvement in military conflicts.

As in the early 1960s – the peak of the confrontation between the West and the USSR, 
which ended in detente after the “Caribbean crisis,” today many (if not most of) states find 
themselves in a situation of significantly increased risks of being drawn into a conflict on 
the side of one of the opposing blocs or unwittingly become the arena (battlefield) of such 
confrontation. The situation in Ukraine, Syria, Libya, Iraq or Yemen are examples of this.

At the same time, it is necessary to understand that in today’s world, there are not only two 
most famous military or military-political alliances.

In addition to the most powerful NATO (30 countries) (What is NATO, 2022) and the 
CSTO (6 countries) (Collective Security Treaty Organization, 2022), there are also AUKUS 
(Australia, UK, USA), ANZUS (Australia, New Zealand, USA), RSS (7 Caribbean countries), 
Northern European Defense Alliance (Denmark, Iceland, Norway, Finland, Sweden), etc. The 
Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf and the EU also have military components. 
In addition, many countries have concluded treaties on joint defense, mutual assistance, or 
provided guarantees of protection without creating a special international organization. For 
example, the Inter-American Mutual Assistance Treaty (16 countries), the Mutual Defense 
Treaty between the United States and Japan, USA – South Korea and USA – Philippines, the 
Five-State Defense Agreement (Australia, Great Britain, Malaysia, New Zealand, Singapore), 
the Mutual Defense Treaty between the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Syrian Arab Republic, 
the Mutual Defense Treaty between Australia and Japan, the Strategic Partnership and Mutual 
Support Agreement between Turkey and Azerbaijan, France and Spain guaranteed the 
protection of Andorra, and the United States – Taiwan, in addition, joint military formations 
were created between many countries, etc. In general, from 50 to 60 countries of the world are 
members of military-political alliances; at least 30 have concluded international treaties in the 
field of security and defense.

At the same time, most of the world’s countries (out of 197 recognized) are de facto non-
aligned or have a “neutral status.”

More than 120 countries of the world are members of the Non-Aligned Movement, an 
international organization created on the principles of non-participation in military blocs. The 
member states of this movement have a combined area of 54.53 million km² and a population 
of 4.44 billion people. This is 36.1% of the habitable area worldwide and 57% of the world’s 
population (Member states, 2022).
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Map of countries included in the Non-Aligned Movement (Member states, 2022)

At the same time, the concept of “neutrality” must be clearly distinguished from the “non-
bloc status.”

Permanent “neutrality” contains three basic prohibitions on the actions of neutral 
countries: not to take part in and not to provide armed forces for war between other states 
or their territory for use by the belligerents; not to discriminate against the belligerents in 
the supply of weapons and military goods to them (Melzer, 2019: 34). Neutral countries can 
deal exclusively with humanitarian and civilian assistance in conflicts of third countries. In 
the event of a conflict (war), they are obliged to comply with the norms of humanitarian law 
regarding neutral countries. In economic terms, they are allowed to take full part in international 
economic relations, but in a balanced way in relation to the belligerents.

The key rights and obligations of a neutral state in international law were for the first time 
defined by “Convention (V) respecting the Rights and Duties of Neutral Powers and Persons 
in Case of War on Land”, dated October 18, 1907 (Convention (V), 1988)), and “Convention 
(XIII) concerning the Rights and Duties of Neutral Powers in Naval War” dated January 
26, 1910 (Convention (XIII), 2022) which are still in force. In particular, these conventions 
forbade the invasion and any use of the territory of neutral states, obliged these states to treat 
all participants in wars equally, and provided them with the right to armed defense, in the event 
of an invasion into their territory.

The main feature of “neutrality” is that it is an internationally recognized legal status, which 
some states (international organizations) give to others. It is not enough to declare oneself 
“neutral,” it is necessary that this “neutrality” be supported (provided) and recognized by 
other states. Moreover – it has to be documented – in the form of an agreement or agreements. 
Only then can it be considered valid and functioning.

Historically, countries became neutral – by decision/agreement of geopolitical centers, 
having avoided occupation and got out of the pressure of geopolitical players (having tried to 
remove themselves from the chessboard), maintaining internal integrity.
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“Non-bloc” is the self-determination of the state, which does not require international 
legal consolidation, and can be changed unilaterally. It provides for the refusal of permanent 
membership in unions, but does not oblige not to participate in conflicts or conclude agreements 
with unions. The non-bloc status does not impose restrictions on the missions of military 
contingents to the peacekeeping forces of international organizations; it does not prohibit the 
conclusion of defense agreements with any military alliances and individual states, depending 
on the situation; does not apply to economics.

“Non-bloc,” unlike “neutrality,” does not limit state sovereignty in foreign policy in 
exchange for promises of security and non-involvement in conflicts, but places the burden of 
responsibility on the “non-bloc” state, if necessary, to ensure its own security (including by 
forming a broad system of agreements).

“Non-bloc” countries fight for sovereignty and have a place for political maneuver in a 
difficult political situation, retain the potential to gain leadership in the regional or global 
levels, avoid an internal crisis, or are of no interest to anyone.

Non-alignment is like driving a car with its own risks, threats and benefits. While neutrality 
is the safe presence of the house under the protection of the police or neighbors.

Especially neutral or non-bloc status is important for the countries of the frontiers – located 
between large competing military blocs. This allows them to move the line of confrontation 
from your country to the borders of countries participating in military blocs and in the presence 
of strong-armed forces to avoid conflict like Switzerland during the First and Second World 
Wars.

“Neutral” and “non-bloc” experience of European countries

In today’s world, non-bloc and neutral states dominate in Latin America, Africa, Asia, but 
are a minority in Europe and North America.

The peculiarity of Europe and North America is largely due to the two world wars and 
the long Cold War. Therefore, at the moment, in Europe, only Austria, Ireland, Switzerland, 
Sweden, Malta, Moldova and Finland adhere to the principle of neutrality or non-alignment. 
However, this status is realized in different ways.

In particular, Switzerland received a “neutral” status since 1815 – after the Napoleonic 
wars and by the decision of the “Vienna’s Congress”. Austria was forced to accept neutrality, 
which ensured the withdrawal of Soviet troops from the country in 1955. Finland became 
neutral in a similar way – through the Treaty with the USSR in 1948 following the defeat in 
World War II, which allowed the country to maintain independence and avoid the communist 
model of government (Neutral European countries, 2022).

Although, today, the Swiss experience of neutrality also has features of “dynamism,” this 
country joined political and economic sanctions of the European Union against the Russian 
Federation after the invasion of Ukraine, and 100 years ago supported the sanctions of the 
“League of Nations.” Switzerland also decided to integrate into the single market with the 
European Union.

Is “non-bloc status” real? Yes, moreover, most of the countries in the world are de jure 
“non-bloc states”. Although many of them simply have not yet learned to use the advantages 
of such a status.

Sweden is a classic example of a non-bloc country. During the Cold War, Sweden’s self-
proclaimed status was defined as “Alliance non-alignment in peacetime, aimed at neutrality 
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in time of war” (Braw, 2022). Sweden’s non-bloc nature has always peacefully coexisted with 
constant attempts to create regional political, economic, and sometimes even military-political 
alliances under its leadership. Suffice it to recall Sweden’s attempts to create in 1947-1949 the 
Scandinavian Alliance, which left only after the accession of Denmark, Norway and Iceland to 
NATO, activities in the Nordic Council, the Council of the Baltic States, and so on.

Sweden’s non-bloc course was ensured by the creation of a strong army and a guarantee 
of support for NATO countries in the event of external aggression. For 50-60 years, Sweden 
has been actively and successfully implementing its military-industrial complex and nuclear 
weapons program; it has a special position in the European Union, not supporting the idea of 
a common European defense. At the same time, Sweden is actively cooperating with NATO 
within the framework of the Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council (EAPC) and the Partnership 
for Peace (PfP) program.

The Swedish experience is quite applicable to most countries in the world, especially large 
countries with significant military-political and economic opportunities; claim to regional 
leadership.

Although, as we can see, in the situation of the current European security crisis, provoked 
by the invasion of the Russian Federation of Ukraine, the government of Sweden also decided 
to join NATO. Finland made a similar decision.

In the world, there is another interesting experience of non-bloc – Turkmenistan (received 
the UN decision), and Cambodia and Laos, which also have the internationally recognized 
legal neutral status, the self-proclaimed status of neutrality have the Republic of Malta, 
Mongolia, United Mexican States.

In the past, most countries of the world were neutral and non-aligned states, including the 
USA, China, Britain, India, Ukraine, South Africa and others.

But the new non-bloc foreign policy strategy should be based on the principles of equal 
proximity to the influential actors of the international system and regional cooperation in the 
context of regional concepts of security as a special continental geopolitical system of relations. 
Namely “equiproximity,” and not “equidistance.” It guarantees for states the preservation of 
the transit economic potential and the existence of diversified balance sheets in foreign policy. 
Demonopolization, equal affiliation, following national economic interests, avoiding conflicts 
on the territory of third countries, consistency and consistency are the key principles of the 
new non-alignment.

Realizing its non-bloc status, such a state can cooperate with all military and political blocs, 
create a system of intergovernmental and regional agreements that guarantee its security, act 
as a regional arbiter and guarantor of stability. This will bring not only significant political but 
also economic dividends: it will allow access to the maximum number of markets; becoming 
a real international economic hub and corridor – to modernize the country’s economy and 
social sphere.

Being non-bloc will allow maneuvering between the interests of the leading countries of 
the world and, depending on the real political situation, using the resources and potential of 
any of the blocs based only on the country’s national interests.

Such a status will provide not only external security and economic benefits, but also 
guarantee internal stability to most societies, which very often have a wide range of views on 
politics, social and economic groups and minorities trying to “turn the state” in the direction 
of their interests.
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Non-bloc policy corresponds to the principles of equal proximity (in contrast to the 
“equidistance” of neutrality), pursues national interests, does not prevent from getting as 
close as possible and actively cooperating with various military-political and economic blocs 
and alliances, without breaking these vectors, without creating or being drawn into conflicts. 
Global countries in the modern world – the United States, the Russian Federation, China and 
others – just behave like non-bloc countries, guided primarily only by their national interests 
(even entering into military and economic unions).

Non-alignment gives countries hope for internal balance and external security, although 
it requires diplomatic skills. And the state’s foreign policy should be based on this principle. 
It will allow you to soberly look at the world with your own eyes, maintain independence and 
sovereignty, take responsibility and solve real problems of a political and economic nature, and 
not be an object of politics in the foreign arena or a field for geopolitical golf, cricket, football 
or other games.

Conclusion

It must be recognized that neutrality or non-alignment from any of the countries requires 
a considerable strain on the resources and political will of the elites, often associated with 
significant economic costs for the armed forces and social stability. But the strategic prospects 
and benefits of such a status are undeniable. It is difficult to overestimate the ability to choose 
the best course for a particular state and people in the context of a constantly changing political 
context and significant risks of new international wars and conflicts.

In addition, the ability to independently determine one’s own military-political course and 
one’s own national security remains two key factors that determine the real sovereignty of 
countries in the modern world. And sovereignty itself is the main “currency” of geopolitics, 
into which the world is rapidly sinking.

At the same time, interstate or polystate forms of sovereignty will require a new or updated 
international legal institutionalization, instead of or within the framework of international 
associations created in the era of classical bipolarity.

Therefore, there is an obvious need to activate, renew and modernize the International 
Non-Aligned Movement, fill it with new real meanings and goals, and expand instruments 
of influence in key international organizations not only in the political, but also in the socio-
economic and cultural dimension.
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The article deals with the international legal regulation of the problem of human trafficking and 
gender-based violence exacerbated by the war. The author draws attention to the importance of women’s 
participation in the process of post-war reconstruction, as well as the gender differences in the impact 
of war on the situation of various vulnerable groups in society. Best protection against gender-based 
violence, and in particular trafficking in human beings, is to create a situation where there are a few 
victims as possible, i.e., to prevent the problem. For this purpose, it is never enough to work with victims 
or vulnerable groups; it is necessary to work with demand, with public opinion, create zero tolerance 
for such violence, to educate generations of Ukrainians who do not normalize but oppose all forms of 
gender-based violence, especially its horrific forms such as human trafficking.
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Introduction

The Russian war in Ukraine has caused the destruction of civilian infrastructure, resulted 
in civilian casualties, and it has forced people to flee their homes seeking safety, protection 
and assistance. Over the past three months, more than 5 million refugees from Ukraine, the 
vast majority of whom are girls and women with children, have crossed Ukraine’s borders with 
neighbouring countries. 

Considering the additional vulnerability of Ukrainian women and girls because of war, the 
risks of trafficking and gender-based violence (GBV) become really high. Ukrainians needs 

© Garashchenko, Svitlana, 2022
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urgent support in this sphere as there is still a lack of help centers and capacity for qualified 
help to victims of both human trafficking and gender-based violence, as well as a lack of 
attention to key preventive measure – countering demand, mentioned in regulations, but not 
implemented in practice, not supported by action plans. Best practices from countries around 
the world may be of great help, as well as recommendations of international organizations 
and focus on preventive measures, changing public opinion, the institutionalization of modern 
approaches and international cooperation. 

Serhiy Kyslytsia, Permanent Representative of Ukraine to the UN, stated at the UN Security 
Council meeting on women and children: “The inhuman cruelty of the Russian invaders has 
turned the lives of millions of Ukrainian women and children into a horrific nightmare. Fleeing 
from “Russian liberators,” more than 4.3 million refugees have left Ukraine. Six and a half 
million people have become internally displaced persons. The overwhelming majority of them 
are women and children. This is the largest displacement in Europe since the forthies of the 
twentieth century. The safety of women refugees remains a matter of concern. We should focus 
on how to protect them from sexual violence and trafficking in either labor or sex schemes of 
exploitation, as well as on how to ensure physical and psychological recovery for victims” 
(Statement, 2022).

Gender-based violence (GBV) takes numerous forms and trafficking is one of them. As 
UNSCR 1325 and subsequent Security Council resolutions underscore, war not only fuels 
GBV during the war – SGBV undermines the prospects “for durable peace and reconciliation” 
(Midterm evaluation, 2019). Moreover, GBV can lead to the abuse and isolation of women and 
girls and increase their vulnerability to being trafficked. The poverty of the population from a 
target country makes the situation even worse. 

The International Labor Organization estimates that human trafficking makes $150 billion 
annually. Human trafficking is compared to modern-day slavery and has many similarities 
to slavery, but is now facilitated online and through social media. Traffickers are not always 
violent, especially at the beginning, they may use love and affection as control mechanisms, 
and what is important, victims might not even self-identify as victims. This is why it is essential 
to give vulnerable groups a clear understanding of what trafficking is, what are the dangerous 
signs and how to protect yourself and loved ones. 

It is equally important to work to combat human trafficking using the best examples. In 
recent years, international organizations have developed and proposed a number of effective 
measures to combat human trafficking, the main of which is to combat the demand for 
exploitation of women and girls. Such opposition is not limited to information companies, but 
includes changes in legislation, work with business representatives, effective law enforcement, 
active involvement of men as role models, etc.

As in other cases of gender-based violence, the problem of human trafficking is a gendered 
issue: the most victims are women and girls (in the case of sexual exploitation). Addressing 
the issue of assistance to victims or reducing risks for vulnerable groups (all women and 
girls, especially refugees, women with young children, young women, etc.) should be done by 
examining their needs and engaging them in discussions. Hearing the voices of those who have 
experienced such violence in the decision-making processes about the necessary services and 
support is also crucial for the quality and relevance of the services to be provided.
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Ukraine’s international obligations  
to combat gender-based violence in wartime

Since the early 1990s, Ukraine has been and remains a country of origin, transit and 
destination for trafficking. There is a number of legislative acts that address this issue, for 
instance, the Criminal Code of Ukraine (Article 149 “Trafficking in human beings or other 
illegal agreement against a person”), the Law on Combating Trafficking in Human Beings 
(of 20.09.2011 No 3739-VI), the concept of the State Targeted Social Program to Combat 
Trafficking in Human Beings until 2025 (of 14.07.2021 No 800-r) (On the approval, 2021) and 
other. Thus, the issue of human trafficking in Ukraine is given a lot of attention. On the contrary, 
gender-based violence is mentioned in several regulations, but there is no clear definition or 
extensive case law, where there would be examples of liability for this type of violence.

Ukraine has international commitments to fight human trafficking and sexual exploitation 
as a signatory to relevant international conventions. For instance, the United Nations 
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish 
Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children), the Convention on the Elimination 
of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, the Council of Europe Convention on Action 
against Trafficking in Human Beings and other.

European Parliament, in the resolution of 5 May 2022 on the impact of the war against 
Ukraine on women (2022/2633(RSP)) (European Parliament, 2022), stresses that human 
trafficking for sexual exploitation and other purposes remains one of the biggest risks for 
women and children fleeing Ukraine who are in a particularly vulnerable situation. The 
resolution also encourages the EU to support Ukraine in investing in anti-trafficking awareness 
raising and prevention measures on the Ukrainian side. 

In 2000, the UN Security Council adopted a historic resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and 
Security (WPS), after which seven more resolutions were adopted in support of the above-
mentioned resolution UN Security Council Resolutions 1820 (2008), 1888 (2009), 1889 
(2009), 1960 (2010), 2106 (2013), 2122 (2013) and 2242 (2015) (About women, 2022), setting 
out a global agenda for action on Women, Peace and Security. The resolutions call for women 
to be able to participate in peacebuilding and reconciliation, to be better protected from human 
rights violations, and to have access to justice and legal aid to eliminate discrimination. The 
UN Plan of Action on Gender-Building, which consists of seven points (O’Gorman, 2014), is 
a guide for the UN system and its partners to fully engage women, and it commits the United 
Nations to allocating 15% of its funding to projects aimed primarily at meeting the specific 
needs of women, ensuring gender equality and women’s empowerment. All UN peacekeeping 
agencies began implementing the plan in 2011. Although these documents are mandatory for 
all UN member states, each state sets its own priorities according to needs, of course, following 
the concept of the resolution.

As a member of the international community, Ukraine has adopted a NAP to implement 
UNSCR 1325, simultaneously mainstreaming gender and human rights in the security and 
Defence sector. It reaffirmed the important role of women in conflict prevention and resolution 
and in peacebuilding. The resolution further highlighted the importance of women’s equal 
participation and full involvement in all efforts for maintaining and promoting peace and 
security, as well as in humanitarian response and post-conflict reconstruction. UNSCR 1325 
called on all parties to armed conflict to take special measures to protect women and girls 
from sexual and gender-based violence. Ukraine adopted the first National Action Plan for 
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the Implementation of UN Security Council Resolution 1325 in 2016 (National Action Plan, 
2016). On 28 October 2020, the Ukrainian government approved the second National Action 
Plan for the Implementation of this resolution for 2020-2025 (On the approval, 2020). The 
plan should help ensure the equal and full participation of women in conflict prevention and 
resolution, peacebuilding and the fight against gender-based violence.

National Action Plan on UNSCR 1325 (NAP 1325) can serve as important tools for 
governments, multilateral organizations and civil society organizations to support the 
translation of UNSCR 1325 into practical action and to strengthen women’s roles in conflict 
prevention, peacebuilding and security processes (Midterm evaluation, 2019). 

One of the main indicators of gender equality is the degree of women’s involvement in 
political life, in particular in political decision-making. The 1995 Beijing Platform made it 
clear that parity in the decision-making process is an integral part of recognizing women’s 
rights. Gender equality in the political sphere will contribute to the full representation of 
women’s interests, which is a necessary condition for the development of democracy (The 
Beijin, 1995).

Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) 
(Convention, 1979) is the main convention in the field of women’s rights. The Convention 
sets out legal obligations that are binding on the civil, political, social and cultural rights 
of women and men. The Convention was adopted by the General Assembly on December 
18, 1979, to strengthen international business instruments. The Convention entered into 
force on September 3, 1981, and was ratified by 189 states. The principles set out in the 
Convention provide a basis for responding to already formed and emerging challenges for 
women. General Recommendation No 30 on women in conflict prevention, conflict and post-
conflict situations (2013) aims to support states in fulfilling their duties for responsibility 
during and after conflict. This Recommendation is the result of a wide-ranging consultation 
process with women affected by conflict and civil society organizations around the world. The 
Recommendation clarifies the application of the Conventions in situations of armed conflict 
and political crisis, conflict prevention and resolution, as well as in the various complex 
processes of peacebuilding and post-conflict reconstruction. The Convention requires states 
to ensure the involvement of women in public and political life, including at the international 
level (Articles 7 and 8). States are offered recommendations on the application of this principle 
to periods of conflict, transition and recovery periods. Both the General Recommendation No 
30 and the Resolution. “Women. Peace. Security” calls on the state to ensure the involvement 
of women in international negotiations, peacekeeping, all levels of preventive diplomacy, 
mediation, humanitarian assistance, social reconciliation, peace negotiations at the national, 
regional and international levels, and the criminal justice system. According to the Convention, 
General Recommendation No 30 requires that strategies such as the application of quotas be 
implemented in such a way as to address the problem of “specific and numerous barriers 
to equal participation of women” in the context of conflict, ensuring compliance with the 
Resolution “Women. Peace. Security.”

Gender challenges due to war

The measures envisaged by the National Plan (On the approval, 2020) are aimed at ensuring 
stable peace and resolving conflicts on the basis of gender, creating conditions for increasing 
women’s participation in peacekeeping processes, preventing and overcoming gender-based 
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violence, improving the system of protection of women affected by conflicts (identification, 
creation of a system of assistance, rehabilitation, informing).

An operational gender analysis conducted by UN Women and CARE shows that as a 
result of the russian war against Ukraine, women and members of various minorities face 
enormous difficulties when it comes to health and safety, as well as access to food. In Ukraine, 
women are increasingly heading households and becoming leaders in their communities as 
men go to military service. At the same time, women remain largely excluded from formal 
decision-making processes related to humanitarian efforts, peacekeeping and other areas that 
directly affect their lives (Ukraine, 2022). According to the analysis, the consequences of the 
war disproportionately affected internally displaced persons and marginalized groups, such 
as women-led households, the Roma community, LGBTQIA + and people with disabilities. 
Many respondents from Roma communities reported severe discrimination both in everyday 
life and in access to humanitarian assistance.

The analysis also shows that gender roles in Ukraine are changing. While many men have 
lost their jobs and enlisted in the military, women are taking on new roles and working multiple 
jobs to make up for lost family income. Women also play a vital role in the humanitarian 
response in local communities. However, while they are increasingly taking responsibility 
in their families and communities, they are largely excluded from formal political and 
administrative decision-making processes. The war is raising unemployment among the entire 
population, which is likely to push women into vulnerable informal sectors of the economy 
and increase poverty.

Women and girls also report worsening access to health care, especially for those who 
have experienced gender-based violence, as well as for pregnant women and young mothers. 
Women report growing fears of gender-based violence and food shortages, especially those in 
areas of heavy fighting. Respondents also spoke about the problems and barriers they face in 
accessing humanitarian aid and services (Rapid, 2022).

According to Annika Björkdahl, women can take on roles that are traditionally inaccessible 
to them and that allows them to increase their socio-economic status as conflicts create new 
political, social and economic opportunities (Björkdahl, 2012: 287). In the absence of men 
who are at war, women become the main breadwinners and heads of families, positions that, 
however, are rarely maintained in a post-conflict society. Efforts must be made when the time 
comes to rebuild peace in the post-war period and to create more equal, inclusive and stable 
societies.

Conclusions

The gendered impacts of the Ukraine war are profound; women and children make up the 
vast majority of all refugees, military conscription of men between the age of 18 and 65 are 
compulsory, Refugee schemes aimed at exploiting and forcing women and children into and 
human trafficking, including sex-and organ trafficking forced labour are an increased threat. 
These circumstances lead to both men and women facing disproportionate consequences of the 
war and will need addressing in any future effort to resolve or change the status quo. 

Applying a WPS approach or a gender perspective to responses to a crisis in the attempts 
to resolve a crisis is often forgotten in the planning and initial phases of conflict resolution and 
peacebuilding efforts. At best such perspectives are included too late or as an add-on rather 
than included in the shaping and design of the formats of the responses. In the current initial 
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negotiations taking place in Turkey, women are not represented in the delegations of either of 
the two parties. 

Countries have international obligations to protect people from human trafficking and 
GBV, and Ukraine is one of those countries. One of the main instruments of international 
law that defines the crime of trafficking in human beings is the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress 
and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, supplementing the 2000 
United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (known as “Palermo 
Protocol”). According to Article 2 of the Palermo Protocol, States ratifying the Protocol are 
obliged to prevent and combat trafficking in human beings; protect and assist victims of such 
trafficking; encourage cooperation between the States Parties. Ukraine ratified the Palermo 
Protocol on 21 May 2004 and has a legal obligation under international law to comply with 
these provisions. 

Best protection against GBV, and in particular trafficking in human beings, is to create a 
situation where there are a few victims as possible, i.e., to prevent the problem. For this purpose, 
it is never enough to work with victims or vulnerable groups; it is necessary to work with 
demand, with public opinion, create zero tolerance for such violence, to educate generations 
of Ukrainians who do not normalize but oppose all forms of gender-based violence, especially 
its horrific forms such as human trafficking.

In the current complex and unpredictable situation, it is important to be proactive and 
forward-looking in order to identify the relevance, the entry points, and the shortcomings 
of the WPS agenda implementation in the efforts toward conflict resolution to ensure a solid 
foundation for future negotiation which can address the needs of the Ukrainian population.
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Introduction

The history of post-war Europe offers an unprecedented transformation from a “continent 
of war” to a “continent of peace.” An integral part of this achievement is an “ever closer union 
between the peoples of Europe” or the European Union. Such a historical development had 
been impossible for many centuries and this new security reality inspires to investigate the 
political environment and security mechanisms that allowed new kinds of political relations 
between European nation-states.

The European integration represents reconciliation between nation-states that had long 
been at war with each other. Political and security structures for integration in Europe were 
constructed after the last world war and remained almost unchanged until the fall of the Berlin 
Wall in the late 1980s. After the end of the Cold War, the European Union expanded its security 
presence in modern Europe, but still principles of the post-war security solution for Europe 
are reminiscent. 

The integration among nation-states in Europe or other parts of the world would requires 
an appropriate security environment. In this article, an attempt is made to evaluate the 
security variables for integration in Europe at the initial stage. Such an approach focuses 
attention on European integration as a means for security enhancement and as a model for 
addressing security concerns. The main inquiry point is to clarify how the security interests 
and arrangements permitted integration in Europe and defined the model and the framework 
of the current European Union. 

Before the first integrated institution emerged, the Europeans discoursed solutions for “not 
returning to the past,” searching for ways to get rid of “the horrors of wars.” New Europe was 
needed to eliminate war between European states. The First and Second World Wars gave 
convicting evidence that a “continuation of politics by other means” as Clausewitz put it, means 
that there will be no humanity after the third one. In terms of European discourse at the time the 
very political organization, namely nation-states, should be held responsible and constrained. 
The ways discussed varied from European federal state to apolitical international agencies.

However, none of these solutions was able to endure the hard political reality. Once 
destroyed in war political structures of nation-states reemerged, and with them the old “flawed” 
relations. Among other aspects, this brought back the security mechanisms that at their core 
were founded on the balance of power principle. Nevertheless, the European nation-states 
found themselves in a new political reality. As a result of the war, the world political system 
has changed and not in favour of European states, which traditionally had been achieving their 
national interests by means of war.

In the new system of balance of power, European states had no leading position and did 
not decide the world’s fate in disputes among themselves. Non-European actors, the United 
States, and the USSR, maintained their military presence in Europe after the end of the war. 
The Charter of the United Nations signed on June 26, 1945, in San Francisco, raised hopes that 
a recipe for peace had finally been found and security in the world political system would be 
guaranteed by the newly established international institution.

The security model that had been implemented within the U.N. mixed a collective security 
approach and a concert of great powers. Thus, the effectiveness of this new security system 
depended on the unity of the great powers, symbolized by veto powers in the Security Council 
of the U.N. Four of the great powers, the United States, the Soviet Union, Britain, and France, 
had been defining the European security environment.
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Instead of forming a concert for security maintenance, there was a split and sliding into 
a new confrontation between the United States and the Soviet Union. The new clash divided 
Europe into Eastern and Western parts. The Cold War, the outlines of which became clear two 
years after the end of World War II, began to determine the course of political events in Europe 
and had an unwavering effect on the security architecture to be built in Europe. As Edward 
Fursdon stated in his study of the history of the European Defence Community, “Worry 
and fear became endemic in Western Europe, as states strove to balance the needs of basic 
economic recovery on the one hand and the requirement of guaranteed security, under whose 
mantle alone essential economic rehabilitation could continue, on the other. The problem was 
how this security, this vital breathing space for Europe, could be obtained at an acceptable 
cost” (Fursdon, 1980: 27). This new security reality in Europe had been defining any attempts 
to rebuild relations among nation-states, including by means of integration.

Europe’s economic recovery and security

One of the primary consequences of the rapidly developing new international order was 
that European nation-states could not return to the traditional interstate relations. Their main 
concern was economic recovery multiplied by the need for internal unity in the face of external 
threats. The economies of Western Europe stood in a critical state, making them unstable 
and vulnerable to the growing challenge of the communist idea. Under such settings, joining 
forces or forming a “Western bloc” was a prerequisite for stabilizing the political situation and 
achieving security.

The economic recovery of Europe required the involvement of the superpower, the United 
States of America, which perform an anchoring role for the western part of the European 
continent. In the aftermath of WWI, it was supposed that Great Britain, which remained in 
the status of great power, would perform such a role, though. However, in February 1947, the 
U.K. government informed the U.S. of the termination of economic aid to Greece and Turkey, 
as well as other forms of military involvement. The United States responded rapidly: in less 
than a month, U.S. President Harry Truman asked Congress to provide $ 400 million in aid to 
Greece and Turkey for the next twelve months and to agree on military and economic missions 
there. It was a major turning point for European security in the wake of the Cold War.

The Economic Recovery Program, known as the Marshall Plan, was announced by the 
U.S. Secretary of State in June 1947 in his speech at Harvard University. George C. Marshall 
outlines the purpose of the program quite generally, emphasizing that “our policy is directed 
not against any country or doctrine but against hunger, poverty, desperation and chaos. Its 
purpose should be the revival of a working economy in the world so as to permit the emergence 
of political and social conditions in which free institutions can exist” (The “Marshall Plan”, 
1947). The U.S. had been building a new world order on liberal principles and European was 
an integral part of it.

Such an order included facilitating free trade and cooperation among states. The Marshall 
Plan became a way to stimulate the economic and political integration of Western Europe. 
The idea was enshrined in an act of the U.S. Congress which stated that the program also 
aimed to encourage the development of economic cooperation, including all possible steps 
to establish and maintain fair exchange rates and gradually remove trade barriers (European 
Cooperation Act, 1948). Within the American world, built on the primacy of a market economy 
and liberalization, the economic integration of non-Soviet European countries was seen as a 
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form of economic recovery and political cohesion that helped create a united front in the face 
of the Soviet threat.

In terms of hard politics, the recovery program was part of the Truman Doctrine, which 
stipulated that U.S. security guarantees would be extended to European states. With the 
announcement of the Truman Doctrine and the Marshall Plan, the U.S. attitude to European 
security changed significantly. Europe became the frontline of the new confrontation with 
the USSR, and it required not only economic support but direct military involvement. U.S. 
initiatives symbolized the end of Pax Britannica and the beginning of Pax Americana in 
Europe (Mowat, 1973: 37).

The economic institutions and regulations that emerged from the implementation of the 
European Recovery Program have formed the basis for further integration steps in Europe. 
Without American help, the recovery of European economies would have a different time 
perspective, which, of course, would affect the beginning of the integration process. However, 
for integration to be launched, there should be appropriate security settings. History of Europe 
knows plenty of integration projects that did not come into reality.

What was new in Europe at the start of integration could be put simply as the U.S. military 
presence and security assurances to European states. In a balance of power system, states do not 
cooperate, not to mention integrate, because that would likely result in the strengthening of an 
adversary and will shrink autonomous resources for their military. Economic interdependence 
leads to increased living standards but calls into question the ability of states to act effectively 
in armed conflict or defend themselves. European integration gives us an example of how the 
security dilemma can be overcome, but only if there are appropriate security arrangements.

Security arrangements that permit cooperation between states

The first such step was the creation of NATO. The confrontation with the USSR in 1948 
resulted in the strengthening of American military commitments to Western Europe. U.S. 
Senate Resolution No 239 of June 11, 1948, allowed the U.S. government to participate 
in collective agreements “within the framework of the UN Charter, but without [not being 
limited to] a “veto” (U.S. Senate Resolution, 1948). The United States has begun to increase 
its military presence in Europe, including nuclear. During consultations on the future of the 
Atlantic Alliance, Western European countries insisted on a formula for mutual assistance in 
the event of aggression, similar to the one signed before in the Brussels and Dunkirk Pacts.

On April 4, 1949, representatives of 12 states in Washington signed the North Atlantic 
Treaty. The treaty contained important security guarantees, in particular, Article 5, which 
stated that “The Parties agree that an armed attack against one or more of them in Europe or 
North America shall be considered an attack against them all and consequently they agree 
that, if such an armed attack occurs, each of them, in the exercise of the right of individual 
or collective self-defence recognized by Article 51 of the Charter of the United Nations, will 
assist the Party or Parties so attacked by taking forthwith, individually and in concert with the 
other Parties, such action as it deems necessary, including the use of armed force, to restore 
and maintain the security of the North Atlantic area” (The North Atlantic Treaty, 1949).

According to Article 5, European states have received, albeit not automatic, but significant 
security guarantees from the United States. The wording “actions deemed necessary” meant 
that national parliaments had the discretion of how to act in response. Article 10 provided 
an opportunity for “any other European State” capable of “furthering the principles of this 
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Treaty” defined in the Western political approach as “democracy, individual freedoms and the 
rule of law” to be invited to accede to the Treaty.

In Europe, the security dilemma between France and Germany had been the primary obstacle 
to any kind of meaningful cooperation. The presence and leading role of the United States 
did not mean that the security dilemma was overcome, though. But it had been significantly 
mitigated, and a number of significant security concerns have been removed. In the defense 
component, the U.S. nuclear shield made it possible not to separate European security issues 
from the broader context of the North Atlantic.

The treaty also contains significant political incentives to join forces and strengthen 
European unity and solidarity, which was in the interests of both the United States and 
European nations. Unlike the U.N. security system, the application of Article 5 did not require 
unanimity, so it could be applied on a flexible basis, making the alliance an effective tool to 
counter aggression, including in the case of domestic aggression. This helped increase internal 
unity among the allies partially removing security concerns within the alliance.

But approval of the North Atlantic Treaty also meant the remilitarization of Germany. The 
start of the first integration institutions in Europe coincides with the need to rebuild Germany 
and fill in the vacuum of power in central Europe, which arose as a result of its division and 
occupation. The search for an acceptable solution led eventually to Schuman Declaration. 
According to Edward Fursdon, an issue was discussed at North Atlantic Treaty Council, and 
“with Acheson’s [USA] incitement and Bevin’s [U.K.] tacit consent, Schuman [France] was 
tasked with determining a European solution to the German problem” (Fursdon, 1980: 55).

For France, in contrast to Great Britain, the “German question” was one of the highest 
priorities and affected both the national economic recovery program and national security. 
The move to create of European Coal and Steel Community was of French origin and sought 
to bring together many different and changing areas of economic and political importance, 
including security considerations. This first integration initiative in Europe demonstrates how 
the supranational institution was proposed for tackling the security concerns of one of the 
European countries.

“No War” by means of European supranational institutions

The North Atlantic Treaty changed the logic of the traditional security confrontation in 
Europe and modified the security dilemma for European powerhouses. Still, the economic 
recovery of Germany and its militarization posed a threat. French strategists Jean Monnet and 
Robert Schumann had been convinced that the solution was in common control over strategic 
resources – coal and steel and that the control should be of European multilateral nature.

The idea of a European solution to the security dilemma problem began to take shape 
in April 1950. In his memoirs, Jean Monnet outlines the political development of the idea, 
in particular, points out at the support from Dean Acheson, US Secretary of State (Monnet, 
1978). On May 9, 1950, Robert Schuman presented the plan to the French government and 
got support.

The Declaration outlined the economic steps of sharing coal and steel, but in fact, the 
security aspect of the issue was crucial. “The pooling of coal and steel production should 
immediately provide for the setting up of common foundations for economic development,” 
stated the Declaration. Then immediately underscored that it “will change the destinies of 
those regions which have long been devoted to the manufacture of munitions of war, of which 
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they have been the most constant victim” and continues that ‘the solidarity in production thus 
established will make it plain that any war between France and Germany becomes not merely 
unthinkable, but materially impossible” (The Schumann Declaration, 1950).

A supranational institution in control of war resources may be a new and revolutionary 
idea. Nonetheless, it was possible though only to the extent that Germany renounced security 
as a national priority and “voluntary” agreed on European multilateral control. Germany’s 
consent to be part of the European supranational institution has many explanations; however, 
without the American presence and the new security situation in the wake of the Cold War, it 
would have been improbable to expect significant progress in this direction.

Franco-German agreement on the pooling of coal and steel production did not imply in any 
way further integration. For France, control over the strategic resource was quite enough to 
solve the “German question.” For Jean Monnet, the idea of further integration in the form of a 
joint political entity was politically unacceptable and impossible. In particular, in his memoirs, 
he notes that “being at the same table is the right image, but only the image… In my opinion, 
the idea of a union aimed at proposing a comprehensive solution and solving the problem was 
not realistic” (Monnet, 1978: 286).

This way Monnet and his followers tried to balance the ideas of integration and preserving 
the national sovereignty and avoided direct confrontation of both. This explains why radical 
solutions to security dilemmas have been so difficult to implement. The creation of a European 
army belonged to this kind of solution. The legacy of this project is so important that it “still stalks 
like an elusive ghost through the political and defense debates of Europe” (Fursdon,1980: 1).

The general political consensus after the Second World War in European capitals, including 
Bonn, was that German rearmament should be prevented. The growing escalation with the 
USSR left no doubt that the defense of Western Europe without Germany would make no sense. 
The outbreak of the Korean War, which began in June 1950, intensified these discussions. 

The international situation demanded the rearmament of Germany, while the legacy of 
the previous war made it difficult to accept, imposing political restrictions on the possible 
range of solutions. The idea European army as a form of European multilateral control was 
adopted, this time unsuccessfully, though. In the French view, the “European solution” should 
have prevented gaining equal rights in military affairs by Germany, which worried France and 
threatened to halt Schuman’s plan for the pooling of coal and steel production.

The concept was developed by the same Monnet’s team and became known as Pleven’s 
plan, which appeared half a year later, in mid-October 1950. Under the plan, German armed 
forces must be integrated into a European army led by a single command and under the control 
of a single supranational authority. In addition, Schumann’s plan for European control of coal 
and steel production had to be implemented earlier. Otherwise, Germany would have had no 
incentive to participate (Monnet, 1978: 87).

The final version of Pleven’s plan was supported by the French government and parliament. 
However, domestic political anxieties to prevent German rearmament and the renewal of its 
General Staff meant that there was no political support and no prospect for ratification by 
the National Assembly. The Treaty establishing the European Defense Community, signed 
on 27 May 1952 by the same states as the ECSC Treaty, differed from other security treaties 
that preceded it in the postwar period and formed a security model based on the principles of 
collective defense and sectoral integration (European Defense, 1952).

Like the traditional defense alliance, the EDC Treaty postulated the automatic application 
of the mutual assistance clause. Member States remained key recipients of security and, 
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together with and within supranational institutions, agreed on defense policies. The highest 
level of defense policy was NATO, which was to be integrated into the joint defense forces of 
the six Western European nations.

An innovation of the security model was the supranational nature of the European 
Defense Forces. Unlike the North Atlantic Treaty, in which Article 3 referred to “individual 
and collective capacity to resist armed attack,” the EDC required the “merger” of military 
contingents transferred by the member-states and common European leadership. The 
intergovernmental part was also present and included national contribution to the EDC, and 
equality of member-states. 

The application of the principle of supranationalism had significant consequences on the 
security arrangements. Unlike ECSC, which was established in 1951 by the Treaty of Paris 
and required only limited functional cooperation, the European Defence Community had 
substantial political consequences and spoke to the heart of national sovereignty. The very 
idea of the nation-state was put at risk and was not acceptable first of all by France. Unlike 
Germany, France was not ready to renounce security as a national priority and “voluntary” 
agreed on European multilateral control.

The consequences of WWII were different for France than for Germany, and unlike later, 
the security role of the USA was not felt as essential. Between 1953 and 1954, the EEC Treaty 
was ratified only by Germany and the Benelux countries, while the Italian Parliament was 
positioned to consider its ratification after France did. Meanwhile, the official French position 
on the creation of a European army has changed. Equal rights for Germany and the expected 
German dominance in the new entity did not speak in its favor. Moreover, the treaty might be 
an obstacle to the development of national armed forces, including nuclear.

In all, French nation security considerations didn’t permit European integration of this 
kind and there were no regional security incentives to push France in this way. According to 
Raymond Aron, “Between January and August 1954, the greatest ideological-political quarrel 
that France had known probably since the Dreyfus affair broke out, a quarrel whose most 
visible issue was the rearmament of Germany but whose ultimate meaning touched the very 
principle of the French existence as a national state” (La Querelle, 1956). On August 30, 1954, 
the French National Assembly rejected the ratification of the agreement by 319 votes to 264, 
with 12 abstentions.

Security design for Europe and integration limitations

The European model of defense that emerged after the defeat of the EDC has not only shaped 
the parameters of European security, but it has also defined the possibility and limitations of 
European integration, turning the security and military part of integration into a taboo for 
many years to come. Moreover, it was the security model that led to the predominantly civilian 
nature of the European integration project and imposed restrictions on the international 
political actorness of the European Union. 

The main security parameters within which the process of European integration unfolded 
were laid down after the collapse of the European army project. In September and October 
1954 London Conference of the nine states (the five signatories to the Brussels Treaty, the 
United States and Canada, and the two countries invited to join the treaty: the Federal Republic 
of Germany and Italy) defined the principles of European collective defense.

In the Conference Final Act France, Britain and the United States announced their intention 
to end the occupation of Germany, and its equality in the “effort for peace and security” was 
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reaffirmed (Final Act, 1954). Germany adopted unilateral restrictions on the production of 
nuclear, chemical, or biological weapons, as well as missiles, mines, warships, and strategic 
bombers. The list of the restrictions on weapons of mass destruction could be amended by 
a two-thirds majority of the Brussels Council of Ministers at the request of Germany in 
accordance with the needs of the armed forces under the command of the Supreme Allied 
Commander (USA).

Germany also agreed to pursue its policy in accordance with the principles of the United 
Nations Charter and undertook the obligations set out in Article 2 of the Charter, which deals, 
inter alia, with resolving international disputes by peaceful means and refraining from threats 
of force or its use. As a signatory to the North Atlantic Treaty and the Brussels Treaty, Germany 
has also committed itself to resolve peacefully any disputes that may arise between the Federal 
Republic and other states.

The United States has reaffirmed its military presence in Europe, including Germany, in 
numbers sufficient and acceptable to contribute to the common defense of the North Atlantic 
as long as there is a need. The deployment of U.S. forces was to take place in accordance with 
an agreed North Atlantic defense strategy. The United Kingdom also reaffirmed its decision to 
maintain an effective number of forces in mainland Europe, including Germany, under NATO 
command.

The security design for Europe was strongly in favour of constraining the security 
competition among western European states and putting the power politics in Europe under 
the strong leadership of the USA. The model of the European defense and security system, 
which is relevant today, had a decisive influence on the prospects of integration and possible 
principles for building a future integration entity.

The combination of European weakness and the Soviet threat after World War II provided 
a fertile ground for the formation of a European security model with a strong U.S. voice. 
Europeans became part of a US-led political order based on a broad system of not only security 
but also diplomatic and economic instruments. It was the security guarantees of the superpower 
that made it possible to resolve the key concerns of the security dilemma and move towards 
the creation of an “ever stronger union” of European countries. However, security issues also 
imposed restrictions on the European integration project.   

Integration proved to be essential for achieving peace in Europe, but to make it possible the 
security dilemma between states should be mitigated or overcome. The established European 
security and defense system with the North Atlantic Alliance in the forefront became a key 
tool for achieving internal unity. The European Economic Community, established under the 
Treaty of Rome in 1957, had no security commitments, but it was a turning point in European 
history, transforming traditional international relations in Europe.

The idea of creating a customs union and a supranational political mechanism for its 
implementation initiated the formation of an “ever closer union” and laid the foundations for 
addressing security issues through economic integration and the creation of a supranational 
political organization that is coexisting with sovereign nation-states. It is worth mentioning, 
however, that this model of security through integration, in which states are principal units, 
requires an external security player that removes the security dilemma for European states. 
The strong correlation between security and integration in the international nation-state system 
provides a clue to why the Europeans are reluctant to create defense structures outside NATO 
and why the E.U. founding treaties avoid the issues of political unification and establishing a 
Constitution for Europe.
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The Russia-Ukraine war has become an important geopolitical event in the world, and it affects 
the formation of the modern world order and international security. The world will not be the same as 
it was before the war; the West will better understand Russia’s tough policies and continue to treat it 
more cautiously. Russia has used many of the means at its disposal during the war, including hybrid 
warfare, cyber warfare, soft power, elements of asymmetric warfare, and ultimate rigid power in the 
context of symmetric threat. Cyberspace in the modern era is an important measure of producing a 
new generation of war. Russia is actively using its cyber capabilities in the Russia-Ukraine war. It is in 
Russia’s main interest to restore vectors of influence in the territories of the former Soviet Union. For 
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this, it uses various combat methods, cyber warfare, hybrid warfare, information warfare, hard and 
soft power combined. Russia has carried out and continues to carry out cyber-attacks on Ukraine’s 
strategic facilities, government websites, as well as infrastructure, etc. The article discusses the threats 
and risks posed by Russia from cyberspace to Ukraine and Georgia; the cyber capabilities of Ukraine 
and the role of the West in strengthening its cyber security; NATO and EU policy in the development of 
Ukraine-Georgia cyber security in the context of risk response and management. The paper also focuses 
on Russian military aggression, the Russia-Ukraine war, and the resulting threats to Ukraine and the 
world at large.
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Ukraine, Russia, Georgia, NATO.
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Introduction

It must be said that the states of the world face many dangers and challenges, which 
are growing with the development of modern technologies and methods of war production. 
The root causes of conflict and war have remained the same in modern times. In particular: 
territorial expansion, the struggle for resources, the battle for regional and world hegemony, 
and the weakening of neighboring states so that threats do not emanate from them.

What has the 21st century brought us? It depends on how we look at this issue. For 
example, technological advances have brought many benefits to humanity – there has been 
an opportunity to access information easily, straightforward communication, and comfort, but 
everything has two sides. The development of technology has also posed many threats to 
humanity. There are aggressor countries in the world, such as Russia. Hacker-terrorist groups 
have been formed that have mastered technological advances and used them for evil purposes. 
Of course, this process contributed to the strengthening of security mechanisms. Still, the 
defense turned out to be an expensive pleasure, on which leading countries and international 
organizations (NATO and the European Union) spend hundreds of billions of dollars around 
the world. The development of technology has given rise to the virtual world, and the virtual 
world has created alternate spaces of reality, allowing aggressors to launch cyber-attacks, 
cyber espionage, and cyber warfare.

For a while, researchers in this field believed that it would be possible in cyberspace to 
change many pernicious directions for the better – for example, to replace real convention 
war with cyber and to give countries a virtual space to fight against each other. However, this 
opinion turned out to be completely detached from reality. On the contrary, today’s reality 
shows that aggressor countries like Russia have not changed their strategy at all. On the 
contrary, they have made cyber warfare an additional tool for conventional warfare. We have 
been looking at this for the last few decades. Georgia has repeatedly experienced a digital 
attack from Russia in parallel with a real war. What was already happening in Georgia from 
1993–to 2008 is happening in Ukraine today on a large scale. It is true that in 1993 when 
Georgia lost Abkhazia, technology was not developed at such a level, but the methods were 
the same – information war in television space, real attacks, destruction of infrastructure, 
population collapse, and unprecedented bloodshed.
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Geopolitical aspects of the Russian-Ukrainian war

On the night of February 24, Russian President Vladimir Putin announced the start of a 
war against Ukraine, calling it a “special military operation.” The whole world has rallied in 
opposition to the aggressive plans of the Kremlin, showing unprecedented solidarity with the 
Ukrainians. Before discussing the topic directly, let us explain the essence of armed conflict, 
military operation, and war. 

It is essential to explain the essence and nature of the armed conflict. Armed conflict 
between states or between social spheres within states is a type of armed confrontation. All this 
aims to resolve economic, political, national-ethnic, and other conflicts using military force. 
The peculiarities of the armed conflict compared to the war are:

a) Limiting the political goals of opposing parties;
b) In the foreground, not rooted but more private, situational factors;
c) Quantitative and qualitative limitations on the use of military force;
d) Controversy, relatively small territorial scale;
e) Depending on the time, short-lived or explosive character;
f) In this case, the conflict usually involves the participation not only of the whole 

society, but only of the armed forces of the state;
g) Rejection of international legal norms characteristic of a state of war in a conflict 

situation;

It should also be noted that armed conflict can escalate into war, and the latter, on the 
contrary, have been reduced to the level of conflict as a result of de-escalation. It should also 
be noted that it may be perceived as a war, in addition to the limited armed conflict for a 
large state by a small territory country. In the 20th century, great powers used armed conflicts 
for geopolitical and other advantages, as well as for local testing of forces. In the aftermath 
of World War II, in the Cold War era, many armed conflicts became a testing ground for 
the economic and military capabilities of the two opposing camps. At the beginning of the 
21st century, predicting armed conflict has become even more difficult. All this has led to the 
disappearance of the balance of restraining factors of the great powers. The new centers are 
actively using force to gain influence in the regions. It should also be noted that the actions 
of extremist forces and the threats of nuclear blackmail, which used armed conflicts for their 
interests, have intensified. All this makes even armed conflict a threat to international peace. 
And it must also be said that it requires active action to prevent and address them (Georgian 
Military Encyclopedic Dictionary, 2017: 236).

Explanation of what a special military operation is: “A military operation is the coordinated 
military actions of a state, or a non-state actor, in response to a developing situation. These 
actions are designed as a military plan to resolve the situation in the state or actor’s favor. 
Operations may be of a combat or non-combat nature and may be referred to by a code name for 
the purpose of national security. Military operations are often known for their more generally 
accepted common usage names than their actual operational objectives” (Armstrong, 1994: 
13). Military operations can be classified by the scale and scope of force employment and their 
impact on the wider conflict. The scope of military operations can be: Theater; Campaign; 
Battle; Engagement; Strike (Armstrong, 1994: 13).

Let’s also explain what war is, “War, in the popular sense, a conflict between political 
groups involving hostilities of considerable duration and magnitude. In the usage of social 
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science, certain qualifications are added. Sociologists usually apply the term to such conflicts 
only if they are initiated and conducted in accordance with socially recognized forms. They 
treat war as an institution recognized in custom or in law. Military writers usually confine the 
term to hostilities in which the contending groups are sufficiently equal in power to render the 
outcome uncertain for a time. Armed conflicts of powerful states with isolated and powerless 
peoples are usually called pacifications, military expeditions, or explorations; with small states, 
they are called interventions or reprisals; and with internal groups, rebellions or insurrections. 
Such incidents, if the resistance is sufficiently strong or protracted, may achieve a magnitude 
that entitles them to the name “war” (Frankel, 2022: 1). From the terminological definitions, 
it is clear what we are dealing with, and this is actually the Russia-Ukraine war and not the 
so-called military special operation.

In January 2022, having concentrated numerous troops on the border with Ukraine, 
Russia demanded legal guarantees from NATO and the United States that Ukraine would not 
join the North Atlantic military bloc. Having received a refusal of their demands, a month 
later, Russia invaded Ukraine, thereby demonstrating that it would not allow Ukraine to be 
outside the Russian sphere of influence. Moscow sees Ukraine integrated with the West as an 
existential threat to its interests and security. Russia’s actions are changing the geopolitical and 
geostrategic situation globally, which is reflected in international security.

It should be noted that the Russia-Ukraine war is the largest in Europe since 1945, and it is 
clear that the military on the battlefields of Ukraine is trying both new weapons and military 
equipment that already has some combat experience. And there is another essential factor that 
will affect the “new armament.”

Russia is one of the most considerable nuclear powers to have waged war on the country, 
Ukraine, which has voluntarily renounced nuclear weapons. Therefore, it will be complicated to 
talk about nuclear non-proliferation since Russia, by its actions, is virtually wholly destroying 
these principles; it is coming out against non-proliferation. In the light of all this, the Western 
intelligence agencies should also be warned to take seriously the “threat of the use of tactical 
nuclear weapons or small-scale nuclear weapons” by Russia against Ukraine, which poses a 
threat not only to Ukraine but also to Europe and international security.

In the new international environment, where the global situation is taking a sharp turn, 
the Russian-Ukrainian war causes anxiety and fear for all world participants. Threat-based 
demands have led to indecision-vigilance even among countries not directly involved in the 
problem. As a result, they will have to seek security, which means that the existing balances 
and status quo will change in the world.

In this chaotic environment, where the threat of a third world war and nuclear war can be 
easily exploited, and the fact that this factor is turned into a showdown, irrationality and a 
mood that cannot be considered healthy, not amenable to containment, and this undoubtedly 
violates the world order. This reduces the chance of dialogue and the desire for diplomacy. In 
fact, the difficulty of peaceful construction stands as the most fundamental problem.

The Russian-Ukrainian war has undoubtedly created geopolitical rifts along a broad line 
stretching from Europe to Asia. The current frozen crises in question also provide important 
clues about the future, especially the war’s outcome. When we look at these events, we see 
that the following problems occur: Germany’s decision to allocate an additional 100 billion 
euros to the defense budget and to strengthen its army; the Rapprochement of Europe, the 
European Union (EU), and NATO; Iran talks in Vienna; The essence of relations between 
China and Russia; New research in the field of energy supply; New swap agreements; Issues 
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of Taiwan and the Kuril Islands are back on the agenda; more significantly, sanctions and their 
consequences. 

Undoubtedly, these points can and will increase. However, these possible problems, each 
of which requires a separate large analysis to understand the problem. As we look at these 
issues, we are witnessing the intense return of a new Cold War. We see the beginning of the 
cold war, and the methods, tools, and actors have changed. It should also be emphasized that 
the confrontation between Moscow and Kyiv has increased the geopolitical significance of 
Ankara to NATO.

Russia’s Cyber War against Ukraine

Russia is waging a cyber-war with Ukraine, an information war, using all the components 
of a hybrid war. It did not start yesterday or today, neither before the war nor during the 
war. The so-called Russian strategy has become a historical event. Humankind hoped that the 
conquest cataclysms would end at least in the 21st century, ending the Cold and Hot Wars era 
after the collapse of the Soviet Union. In fact, nothing has changed. Russia has taken over all 
the vices that even the Soviet system had. If we blame the misfortune in Georgia in 2008 for a 
bit of misunderstanding, coincidence, and diplomatic weakness, the brutal war in Ukraine has 
shown that there is no misunderstanding, mistake, or diplomatic weakness in this regard. It is 
a Russian strategy and attitude towards the rest of the world. What the Soviet Empire did after 
the end of the Second World War (we mean redistribution-appropriation, rearrangement of 
territories), today this result gets the modern world, and these problems will probably continue 
for a long time.

What claims does Russia have specifically against independent Ukraine? “No NATO, no 
West, no United States, this territory is Russian property” “I will take any city, any settlement, 
destroy any infrastructure and exterminate the population.” Everything is disguised with 
elements of information warfare, the primary conductor of which is Vladimir Putin. Do you 
remember how he propagandized before the war and still does today, formulating in the form 
of theses that the people of Ukraine were taken hostage by the fascist government led by 
Volodymyr Zelensky? Fascist organizations have revived and developed in Ukraine, and some 
so-called documentaries have been shot depicting the rise of fascism. Anyone who sees this 
will surely believe that Putin is not an aggressor but a merciful liberator.

In terms of the producing information war, Ukraine duly resisted the disgusting Russian 
propaganda and even won one period, but that was the first month after the start of the war. 
Unfortunately, the Ukrainian government got into a quarrel with Georgia and Moldova – we 
mean a lot of undeserved claims to these countries about the opening of the second and third 
fronts. In this case, the Ukrainian government really believed (or just wanted it to be so) that a 
large part of the Georgian population supported a resumption of the war with Russia or a return 
to the war in Abkhazia and the Tskhinvali region. Moreover, the Ukrainian “boys” believed that 
the Georgian government was not doing what the population wanted. This is a complete lie, 
and today the government expresses the desire of 98% of the population. Oleksiy Arestovych 
(born in Georgia), an adviser or assistant to the head of Volodymyr Zelensky’s Chancellery, 
even went so far as to call the members of the Georgian government “bunnies” and threatened 
that the “Georgian Dream” would not win the elections. We believe that the people of Ukraine, 
and even more so President Zelensky, should not believe the Arestovych and others. They 
are waging a disinformation war against our country and Moldova. Unfortunately, we do 
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not see any signs of this; in fact, the season was opened by Zelensky when he accused the 
Georgian government of immorality as if it was negotiating with Russia over the import of 
dairy products. This accusation turned out to be a lie; no one apologized. On the contrary, new 
accusations were made, and it even went so far as to recall the ambassador from Georgia. Yes, 
this is totally unacceptable behavior, and it is also intolerable when the Ukrainian leadership 
has sheltered Georgian wanted persons and appointed criminals to high positions. A man who 
is also wanted and who helped former President Mikheil Saakashvili sneak in to aggravate 
the situation in Georgia was appointed as First Deputy Chairman of the Counterintelligence 
Department during the war – this is Giorgi Lortkipanidze, nicknamed “Evil.” It seemed that 
Ukraine was at war with Georgia and not with Russia for a while. This is where the successful 
propaganda of this country and the won information war deviated from the true path, and the 
situation was aggravated by “commanders” like Arestovych and Arakhamia. Nevertheless, 
Georgia will not stop sending humanitarian aid to the Ukrainian people, politics is distorted by 
individuals, but we have historical friendship with the population.

Objects of Russian Cyberattack – Ukraine – Georgia  
and the Expected Challenges

Russia has carried out and continues to carry out combined military and cyber-attacks 
against both Georgia and Ukraine, using various components of a hybrid war. The Kremlin 
did not change the Soviet methodology, and it only changed the technologies. If we look at the 
issue in terms of crimes committed by Russia and still “not committed,” everyone probably 
admits that we are dealing with an unpredictable state in this regard. Nevertheless, the world’s 
leading countries are obliged to bring the actions of this unpredictable country into a unified 
system and resist it.

During the Russian-Georgian war of 2008, Russia carried out the largest cyber-attack on 
the websites of the Georgian state, television, and news agencies. An example of this can 
be seen in the Russian-Ukrainian war of 2014, when the military war was accompanied by 
various components of a hybrid war, the use of so-called unidentified “titushki” and cyber-
attacks on state structures.

A few years later, in 2017, the internal system of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine was 
hacked. The Vice Prime Minister of Ukraine, Pavlo Rosenko, tweeted and posted a snapshot: 
“It looks like the Secretariat of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine has been hacked. The 
network is currently down” (Perlroth, 2017: 1). 

At that time, the object of hacker attacks was not only the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine 
but also the work of energy companies and the National Bank. The cyber-attack victims were 
the media holding “Lux,” the Kyiv metro, the Ukrainian Post, and others. Among the targets 
was the Boryspil airport system, through which flights can be delayed. In fact, one of the most 
dangerous cyber-attacks is when an attacker launches cyber-attacks on a country’s critical 
infrastructure, which can even paralyze the country, Russia really does not shy away from 
trying to paralyze the country it is attacking.

Ukraine became a testing ground for Russia even before the war – in fact, the disintegration 
of one of the largest states in Europe had begun. Since the beginning of 2022, almost two 
months of siege and martial law have shown the world a lot. Since Vladimir Putin deployed 
150,000 troops and military equipment along Ukraine’s borders, cyber-attacks on government 
systems have been repeated. The largest of these attacks took place on February 16, when the 
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websites of almost all structures were blocked. It is difficult to determine whether this fact 
was the beginning of a military war or a signal, but what happened in Georgia in August 2008.

Russia has an open demand: NATO should not expand to Eastern Europe, Ukraine and 
Georgia must not become members of this organization. According to Vladimir Putin, the 
United States and the leaders of the North Atlantic Alliance pledged 30 years ago that they 
would not take a single step toward Eastern Europe. What is really going on? Russia is slowly 
being besieged. This country always has its own law, approaches, specifics, and programs, 
plans, and objectives. Most importantly, chauvinism and the desire to conquer foreign lands 
flow endlessly from this vast state. Understandably, Ukrainians and Russians are related 
nations, but this does not necessarily interfere with good neighborly relations and living 
with independent interests. Russia has strongly demanded that the United States and Europe 
reconsider their decision at the Brussels summit and change their enlargement strategy towards 
Eastern Europe.

Russia has great potential in terms of cyber warfare, and some events prove it. Russia 
used cyberweapons against Georgia during the 2008 war. In 2019, the same method was 
used to launch cyber-attacks on the websites and television infrastructure of the state bodies 
of Georgia. According to foreign media, at the closed meeting of the UN Security Council in 
2020, the United States, Britain, and Estonia assessed this fact as a cyber-attack by Russia. 
The same handwriting was observed during the attack on Ukraine in early 2014 (Evansky, 
2020: 1).

Due to the specific geopolitical situation, Russia has successfully adapted cyber-attacks to 
expand its interests. One of the cyber-attacks of 2007 is against Estonia. It was a simple DDoS 
attack that did not cause significant damage but had a positive impact on strengthening Estonia-
NATO relations in terms of security. As we have already mentioned, the same thing happened 
in 2008 during the Russian-Georgian war, also against Ukraine, where the cyber-attacks turned 
out to be more “sophisticated” and destructive. Cyber-attacks carried out by Russia are mostly 
used in conditions of asymmetric conflict. Although the 2016 US presidential election hack 
was notable for not launching a cyber-attack by Russia, it was not a punitive measure, and 
it was intended to test cyber-capacity to influence elections. Naturally, the possibilities of 
Russia also have a limit. When conducting a cyber-attack with a specific strategy, potential 
opponents have the opportunity to prepare in a defensive direction. Russia’s cyber-attacks on 
Georgia and Ukraine may be considered experimental, but it allows leading countries to fully 
explore so-called Russian methods from a technological point of view. And then it becomes 
easier to improve defense mechanisms. For example, the interference of Russian hackers in the 
elections in France, Italy, the Netherlands, and Germany was not as effective as it may have 
been in previous cases (Zengerle, 2015: 1). 

The NATO Summit in Brussels was held on June 14, 2021. NATO Secretary-General Jens 
Stontelberg spoke about Russia’s aggressive policy. He said they only saw the threat from 
Russia for many years: NATO has increased its defense spending in the eastern Baltic states, 
Europe, Canada, and Ukraine. It is now more possible to have more air patrols, use the navy, 
etc. This is a powerful message to Russia. We are here to protect the allies, not provoke a 
conflict, but avoid it. Peace must be maintained so that what was done against Ukraine and 
Georgia does not happen again.

The statement was made by Jens Stoltenberg before Russia invaded Ukraine and launched 
a large-scale convention war. Admittedly, in this case, NATO was unable to keep the peace as 
it had set out in its plans. Sure, NATO, the EU, and leading countries are helping Ukraine, but 
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is that enough? We think not. Because there is still a war on the territory of Ukraine, there is a 
victims and infrastructural damage (Bochoidze, 2021: 1).

At the Brussels summit, Jens Stontelberg also focused on the hybrid attacks that Russia 
is carrying out in parallel with the conventional war today against Ukraine: “This is a new 
challenge for us. We have already faced various forms of aggression. New formation and 
adaptation of joint work are now needed. We are working intensively to strengthen cyber 
security.” Jens Stoltenberg says that today NATO is focused on reforms. Their goal is for 
the Alliance to continue supporting Georgia and modernizing its defense and security forces. 
Russia has no right to interfere in this process. Any sovereign country has the right to choose 
its own path of development” (Bochoidze, 2021: 1). 

NATO has issued a communiqué saying that the 2008 Bucharest decision remains effective. 
The communiqué emphasizes that Georgia and Ukraine will become members of the Alliance 
(Akhalaia, 2021: 1).

It was a decision taken at the Bucharest summit that Russia could not tolerate. On February 
21, 2022, Russian President Vladimir Putin signed the recognition of two separatist regions of 
Ukraine – Donetsk and Luhansk – as independent republics and then signed peace or military 
agreements with these “republics.” Exactly the same scenario as with Georgia happened in 
August 2008. However, there is one “mistake” and the Ukrainian government did not succumb 
to the provocation laid down by Russia, and did not repeat the mistake of Mikhail Saakashvili. 
While this doesn’t change much, the result is the same, but on a larger scale. It should be 
noted that a continuous information war preceded the preparation of the provocation and the 
so-called recognition process against Ukraine and the whole world – Russian TV channels 
and news agencies spread disinformation that the provocation was held not by Russia but by 
Ukraine. We repeat, cyber-attacks also preceded all this on the systems of state structures, 
which continue to this day.

The attack of Russian hackers on Ukraine began just a few minutes before the full-fledged 
invasion of the army. According to Reuters, the United States, Britain, and the European 
Union officially blamed the Russian Federation for a large-scale cyber-attack that disrupted 
the ViaSat satellite Internet service an hour before the start of the war on February 24. This 
destroyed “tens of thousands” of satellite terminals.

It should be noted that Russia has suffered significant losses both in real and virtual space. 
According to experts, the war that began on February 24, 2022, destroyed the myth of Russia’s 
military invincibility and cyber warfare. At the beginning of the war in Russia, hackers hacked 
video platforms Wink and IVI, and several Russian channels – “Nastoyashchee Vremya” 
(“Current Time”) and “Dozhd TV” (“Rain TV”) broadcast videos of explosions in Ukraine 
instead of serials.

Russia has launched massive cyberattacks on Ukraine’s strategic infrastructure since the 
start of the war. Ukraine has faced multiple “wiper” attacks, including ones that have targeted 
computers in Ukraine’s government, financial institutions, and internet service providers. 
Those attacks also look to mass-delete files from hacked computers. Russia has succeeded in 
hampering some of the country’s internet providers (Collier, 2022: 1).

Anonymous announced on Twitter the release of a video of the war on Russian channels 
and shared the video. It is true that the broadcasting of Russian channels soon resumed, but it 
remained a strong signal that Russia is not invincible in this area either.

Anonymous, a free, decentralized hacking organization that brings together so-called 
hacktivists worldwide, has issued a statement claiming that they have infiltrated Russian 



Geopolitics of the Russia-Ukraine War and Russian Cyber Attacks on Ukraine-Georgia 
and Expected Threats by Alika Guchua, Thornike Zedelashvili, and Gela Giorgadze

Ukrainian Policymaker, Volume 10, 2022 35

security systems and extracted lists of Russian agents, which they would publish in stages. 
If Anonymous hackers really infiltrated Russia’s security systems and extracted something 
valuable from it, publishing it would be significant.

It is still unclear what kind of attacks were carried out on Ukrainian and Russian state 
websites or military systems and what damage was done to one side or another. It will probably 
take years to record and analyze this accurately.

NATO member states actively provide political, humanitarian, or military assistance to 
Ukraine (Burt, 2022: 1), vital for Ukraine. Along with NATO, it is assisted by various states 
and regional or international organizations, which is very important for Ukraine. Even after 
the war, this assistance must be considerable for Ukraine to recover from the damage caused 
by the war.

Conclusion

Now all the world’s efforts should be aimed at ensuring that Ukraine is somehow freed 
from the shackles of Russia. The continuation of the war will physically and morally destroy 
this country. The fact that NATO and the United States cannot help Ukraine with offensive 
weapons and provide only defensive weapons is no guarantee of final victory. Ukraine and 
the Ukrainian people can endure Russian aggression for years, but it will only be endurance 
and not profit. Georgia has been under pressure from Russia from 1801 until today. We have 
studied all the nuances – it is a rampant plague for the whole world, and it is also a blank wall 
that must be destroyed in different ways. In our opinion, a direct confrontation with Russia is 
still connected with a tactical mistake – if someone hoped for the opening of the second and 
third fronts, this had to be negotiated and coordinated from the very beginning. If anyone did 
not expect such crushing aggression from Russia, they should ask us, the Georgians, and we 
would definitely share our “experience.”

Today, the Russian government often mentions nuclear weapons. If they are used, it will be 
a small-charge nuclear bomb. Everyone in the world is well aware that this will be a complete 
disaster for humanity. It is possible that in this case, we are dealing only with propaganda 
aimed at intimidation, but we know that the character and nature of Russia cannot be trusted. 
Kremlin will indeed do so. The Russian leadership prefers territories to be useless, lifeless, and 
called their own rather than flourishing and being someone else’s. It can be said convincingly 
in the Russia-Ukraine war that Ukraine is coming out victorious, albeit with great sacrifices 
and losses in the form of people or infrastructure. But the fighting spirit, self-sacrifice, and 
love of the Ukrainian people in the modern period is the best example of what a resilient and 
respectful country should be like with its nation. The role and involvement of the West in the 
context of Ukraine’s assistance is paramount, leading to Ukraine’s eventual victory. It will 
rebuild the destroyed infrastructure and strengthen its statehood, and the time will come when 
it will finally annex the territories temporarily occupied by Russia.

As a result of the Russia-Ukraine War of 2022, Europe, the United States, and the civilized 
world have finally seen the true face of Russia. When they took a passive stance in the 2008 
Russia-Georgia war, they woke up to the modern era and became convinced that Russia 
was indeed an aggressor. Russia poses a significant threat to global security, which requires 
effective containment.



Geopolitics of the Russia-Ukraine War and Russian Cyber Attacks on Ukraine-Georgia 
and Expected Threats by Alika Guchua, Thornike Zedelashvili, and Gela Giorgadze

Ukrainian Policymaker, Volume 10, 202236

  References

Akhalaia, L. (2021) Brussels Summit and NATO Communication. Available online: https://1tv.
ge/video/briuselis-samiti-da-natos-komunike/ 

Armstrong, R. N. (1994) Red Army Tank Commanders: The Armored Guards. Atglen, 
Penn.: Schiffer Military History.

Bochoidze, N. (2021) Opening Remarks by the Secretary-General of the 2021 NATO Summit. 
Available online: http://yata.ge/ge/?p=1883 

Burt, T. (2022) The hybrid war in Ukraine. Available online: https://blogs.microsoft.com/on-
the-issues/2022/04/27/hybrid-war-ukraine-russia-cyberattacks/ 

Collier, K. (2022) Ukraine foiled Russian cyberattack that tried to shut down energy grid. 
Available online: https://www.nbcnews.com/tech/security/ukraine-says-russian-
cyberattack-sought-shut-energy-grid-rcna24026 

Evansky, B. (2020) US, UK and Estonia call out Russia over cyber attacks against Georgia 
in UN Security Council first. Available online: https://www.foxnews.com/world/us-uk-
estonia-call-out-russia-cyber-attacks-against-georgia  

Frankel, J. (2022) Wars, Battles & Armed Conflicts. Available online:  https://www.britannica.
com/topic/war 

Georgian Military Encyclopedic Dictionary (2017). Available online:  http://dspace.nplg.gov.
ge/bitstream/1234/241702/1/KartuliSamxedroEnciklopediuriLeqsikoni.pdf 

Perlroth, N., Scott, M., and S. Frenkel (2017) Cyberattack Hits Ukraine Then Spreads 
Internationally. Available online: https://www.nytimes.com 

Zengerle, P., and M. Cassella (2015) Millions more Americans hit by government personnel 
data hack. Available online: https://www.reuters.com/article/us-cybersecurity-usa-
idUSKCN0PJ2M420150709 



Ukrainian Policymaker, Volume 10, 2022 37

The Interaction of Education  
and the Global Social System:  

the Experience of China

Serhii Terepyshchyi1 

Doctor of Philosophical Sciences, Professor,  
Taras Shevchenko National University of (Kyiv, Ukraine),  

Dragomanov National Pedagogical University (Kyiv, Ukraine)
E-mail: s.o.terepyshchyi@npu.edu.ua

https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5506-0914

Terepyshchyi, Serhii (2022) The Interaction of Education and the Global Social System: 
the Experience of China. Ukrainian Policymaker, Volume 10, 37-42. https://doi.org/10.29202/
up/10/5

This paper shows how to change the educator’s role in the modern teaching and learning structure in 
accordance with the requirements of market relations. The teacher’s position remains rather marginal and 
archaic. There are four main segments of pedagogical practice in which reforms are needed: 1. Space for 
pedagogical creativity. 2. Work in the context of the latest advances in technology. 3. Dependence of the 
teacher’s well-being on the results of his work. 4. Lifelong teacher education. These modern requirements 
are not fully implemented in any country in the world, but China has an interesting experience worth 
studying in more detail. Education is now at the crossroads of tradition and innovation, and the final 
choice is difficult to make, so it is worth looking at the experience. After all, according to the radical 
scenario, even the “death of the university” as the main centre of higher education is possible.

Keywords: nation-state, globalization, education, unification, China

Received: 1 May 2022 / Accepted: 30 May 2022 / Published: 20 June 2022

Introduction

Planetary exchange causes a natural phenomenon of forming new structures and models 
of life, common values, political options, and so on. As a result, unification processes in the 
global socio-economic community have acquired the character of an irreversible and necessary 
phenomenon. Even the hitherto isolated countries of the socialist camp, including China, have 
recently been characterized by openness to economic and cultural interaction (Xiaojuan & 
Lijun, 2022; Wei, 2022).
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Education, which, taking into account its own generational dimension of existence, reacts 
relatively slowly to social changes, has already received several universal features in many 
national integration systems. First, this is because education closely interacts with the labour 
market, and therefore its economic impact on it is very noticeable. It is difficult for a closed 
national education system within the global economy. In the national philosophy of education, 
the question is constantly raised as to whether a teacher should educate a cosmopolitan or a 
citizen of a nation-state. Considering the debatable nature of this issue, it should be remembered. 
However, modern unification processes are based not on the idea of cosmopolitanism but the 
values of liberal multiculturalism. Consequently, the goal of a dialectical approach to the ideal 
of the citizen as a “product of education” can only be a culturally tolerant person, as opposed 
to its nationalist consciousness.

Given the full range of problems that unfold when education collides with globalization, 
we naturally note its constant relevance. Within the framework of this article, we will direct 
our efforts to substantiate the meaning of interaction between education and the latest global 
social system and try to prove its direct relation to the Chinese educational landscape.

Nation-state and globalization

Among modern researchers, there is an opinion about levelling the importance of the 
national state in the system of providing globally competitive educational services (Chong et 
al., 2021; Walsh et al., 2022). At first glance, this position is obvious since, with the growth 
of communication and trans-state mechanisms of interaction between pedagogical actors, 
the role of national regulation should have decreased. However, administrative changes are 
increasingly penetrating the work of educational institutions, forming the main trends in their 
reform.

At the moment, the issue of globalization in forming a strategy for developing higher 
education is one of the most urgent. It is evidenced by the role of this phenomenon in the global 
scientific and political community. In 2021, the UNESCO World Conference on Education 
for Sustainable Development paid considerable attention to the globalization of education 
(UNESCO, 2021). The increased interest of the international community in this problem is not 
accidental because these phenomena lead to changes not only organisational but also content 
in a chain reaction (Terepyshchyi, 2022). 

Education cannot remain unchanged under the influence of globalization, and there are a 
number of specific reasons for this:

a) education as a tool of socialisation should prepare the future specialist and 
individuals for the problems that await them in the new multicultural world; 

b) the very structure of education is changing the influence of market and social 
requirements; 

c) The expansion of the consumer field of educational institutions determines the 
adaptation of curricula to the needs of a wider range of recipients, and so on. 

In 2000, within the “Education for all” program framework, UNESCO created a list of goals 
for 15 years (Millennium Development Goal), which as of 2015, have not been achieved. In 
this regard, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization is beginning 
to work on the formation of a new agenda for 2030. Given the goals of Chinese Marxism, China 
is interested in the main educational trends that the global education community is gravitating 
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towards. In the positional letter “Education after 2015,” education is assigned an important 
role as an indicator of just world development and one means of eliminating conflicts, which 
is now so important for China. “Basic tenets of Marxism and outstanding traditional Chinese 
culture should continue to focus on comprehensive innovation as the basic principle, prioritise 
cultural identity as the crucial direction for further progress, and take daily life as the central 
field of exploration” (Liu, 2022: 1).

The paradox of modern education

The first and most obvious consequence of globalization in the field of education was the 
tendency to increase its importance at both the state and individual levels. Suppose earlier, 
within the framework of industrial society, and a worker could even be illiterate, then in the 
modern information space. In that case, the scope of its knowledge and skills should grow at 
a geometric rate. Moreover, education is beginning to break down the boundaries of elitism 
and the attachment to a certain period in life – the concept of lifelong learning is emerging. Y. 
Zhu, on this occasion, rightly noted: “In our globalized and transnational world, the boundaries 
between knowledge, identity, culture, ethnicity and even nations become more and more 
blurred. Lifelong learning is facing new challenges for reconceptualising their predominant 
terms, such as the meaning of learning and adult learners” (Zhu, 2020: 406). Education’s 
involvement in the measurement of global unification realities begins to be determined by 
similar laws of the market economy as the production of services. Competition determines the 
relevance of the existence of a particular educational institution.

Secondly, the dependence of education on labour markets leads to a chain reaction between 
the economies of nation-states and their humanitarian policies. Chinese education, especially 
higher and specialised secondary levels, in order to have a chance to pay off and ensure the 
sustainable development of society, must adapt to the new requirements of the time. Sometimes 
these requirements contradict the moral choice. The communicative component now occupies 
a central place in the structure of education and upbringing. “The protection of labour rights 
through the two channels of the “rigid” legal system and “flexible” internal management 
can help reduce the risk of large-scale collective labour disputes and establish a relatively 
harmonious institutionalised labour relationship” (Zhongwei et al., 2020: 131).

Thirdly, the link between globalization and education is also based on implementing new 
technologies in the learning process. The emergence of the Internet, interactive teaching 
and control methods, and visual technologies form a wide segment of mediation between 
educational institutions and the individual, thus reducing the distance between the consumer 
of educational services and their producer. Of course, the physical presence of a student or 
pupil in the classroom is still one of the dominant forms of learning. However, the pandemic 
has created conditions where education is impossible without a distance format. “COVID-19 
forces us to rethink our social interactions, and that will include the way we educate” (Yang, 
2020: 1318). It is quite consistent with international trends. 

S.L. Robertson quite aptly shows the importance of technological mediation in the 
globalization impact on education: “One way forward is to begin the process of making 
present the absences in our knowledge of globalization and education. By developing a critical 
spatial analysis, we can see more clearly how the social relations of space and scale are not 
pre-given but the outcome of political projects and struggles. It is thus possible to imagine and 
create a different assemblage of social relations in new spaces of engagement with different 
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geometry of power, set of knowledge and politics of representation” (Robertson, 2006: 313). 
Here, the researcher was able to show the two-pronged relationship between globalization 
and education – the educational landscape is not only dependent on global trends but also 
is itself a means of their education. In these circumstances, the key importance of higher 
education is revealed based on integrating the world’s intelligentsia and scientists into one 
global community of people united by a common goal.

The role of education is particularly rapidly affecting the economic performance of its top 
structural level. Thus, the general trends of monetary support for universities are shifting from 
public to private capital. It demonstrates education’s interest and visionary profitability in terms 
of entrepreneurship and free trade. This trend became particularly widespread in the 90s of the 
twentieth century (Marks & Sparkman, 2019). In the field of higher education, the connection 
between the labour market and the profit of institutions can be traced best; this is a natural 
consequence of the “survival” of universities, which in some places are forced to sacrifice their 
own identity in order to preserve their own existence. It is how the number of faculties and 
specialities in leading universities in Europe is changing, and programs are emerging to attract 
the attention of foreign students who contribute a significant share of capital to the structure of 
modern “globalised” education.

In the system of lower education levels, planetary unification’s influence can be traced 
mainly at the didactic level. The content of primary education is being transformed to meet the 
needs of an integration society. The number of hours devoted to learning foreign languages 
is growing, specialised training of students begins at an earlier age, and many educational 
institutions of a separate profile appear.

In 2008, a well-known researcher of trends in modern education, J. Spring, published 
his report entitled “Research on globalization and education” (Spring, 2008). The scientist 
examines in it the main challenges that the educational systems of the most progressive and 
less developed countries face when faced with integration necessity: “There is considerable 
criticism of the growing global uniformity in education. World-systems theorists argue that it is 
part of a process for legitimising the actions of rich over poor nations. Those using postcolonial 
analysis criticise the trend by arguing that it will ensure the hegemony of global elites. Along 
with many culturalists, postcolonial analysis supports alternative forms of education to those 
geared for the knowledge economy and human capital, such as progressive and Freirian 
educational methods. Research done by culturalists concludes that local populations adapt 
educational practices to local needs and culture. Therefore, rather than uniformity, there is 
developing hybrid educational practices combining the local and the global” (Spring, 2008: 
360). In such circumstances, the main subject of study in the field of education of pupils and 
students should be the subject of adaptation to new skills, actions and information. 

In its orthodox sense, education cannot provide a person with all the necessary knowledge 
in modern conditions. Every day, even new curricula become outdated, and the recipient, 
graduating from the university, must study again. Therefore, “If you have previously completed 
a degree and are considering going back to school, you have many educational options available 
to you. Pursuing an additional college degree is an important choice that can help you embark 
on a new career path or broaden your skills and knowledge” (Going Back, 2022).

Pedagogical activity in the context of its general attitude to the well-being of educational 
consumers, in this case, acquires almost messianic significance. Its didactic practices are 
aimed at the psychological development of a creative person, first obtaining general cognitive 
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qualities, and only then – specialised ones in the form of self-education. The teacher receives 
the characteristics of a development coach.

It is a paradox of modern education: on the one hand, there is a need for pupils and students 
to acquire general personal qualities, while, on the other hand, practice confirms the shift 
towards highly specialised education in the early stages of human development, when the 
personality has not yet had time to develop fully.

There is a need to rethink the meaning of teaching activities in the system of relations 
“person – education – society.” Chinese education has accumulated considerable experience 
in this area: “Reform is essentially an exploration of unknown areas. That is why the theory of 
“crossing the river by feeling for stones” was proposed at the beginning of reform and opening 
up. In other words, the principle of advancing gradually in due order shall be followed. This 
strategy has been proved to be correct and feasible in practice. In the same way, educational 
reform should follow the principle of advancing gradually in due order, requiring constant trial 
and error to achieve perfection” (Lu & Ma, 2021: 37). 

Conclusions 

To summarise, the educator’s role in the modern teaching and learning structure needs to 
change in line with the demands of market relations. The position of a general school teacher 
remains rather marginal and archaic. There are four main segments of teaching practice in 
which reforms are necessary:

1. Space for pedagogical creativity. Although considerable attention to domestic pedagogy 
has been paid to this issue, the space and time teachers have to develop original methodological 
and didactic material is, to put it mildly, rather limited. In the conditions of hourly wages, when 
the work of an educational worker is actually interpreted as reproductive, there can be no 
question of minimal creative motivation. In addition, any creativity should be implemented in 
the form of a project that can be implemented for public or private funds.

2. Work in the context of the latest technology achievements. A move away from the 
hegemony of the textbook and text in the delivery system of most courses. Computerisation 
of the educational process, characteristic of the modern education system, was mostly an 
extraordinary trend event without a qualitative impact on the educational process. The teacher 
should feel in an environment where using the latest technical means and demonstrating their 
capabilities to students will become necessary. In this aspect, adapting educational programs 
to these technologies is important. 

3. Dependence of the teacher’s well-being on the results of their work. The innovation of 
grading the salaries of educators according to the achievements of their pupils, learners, or 
students will ensure greater motivation, prestige and healthy competitiveness in teaching staff. 
Such transformations should be regular and not be a kind of one-time bonus.

4. Lifelong teacher education. New data should enter the classroom not only because of 
changes in the educational programme (which is rather slow to respond to such a need) but 
also through the personal searching experience of the teacher, even if purely reproductive. 
This innovation is not about the didactic or methodological skills of the modern teacher but the 
continuous updating of knowledge in their specialisation and general scientific development.

All these requirements of modernity have not been fully realised in any country in the 
world. Education is now at a crossroads between tradition and innovation, and the final 
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choice is difficult to make, so we should look at experience. After all, even «the death of the 
university» as the main centre of higher education is possible in a radical scenario of events.
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Introduction

Understanding history, the specifics and features of the historical process, and the role 
of man have always been the focus of attention of philosophers of different eras, trends, and 
schools. This was no exception and Marxism, paid special attention to the philosophy of 
history. In the framework of Marxism, unlike other philosophical schools of the nineteenth 
century, its own specific area of philosophical studies of history was created, which was called 
historical materialism. The essence of this direction lies in the materialistic understanding of 
the dialectical development of the history of human societies, which is a particular case of the 
general natural historical process. This direction inherits a philosophy of history of Hegel. 
Therefore, its striking feature is the unity of the theory of development and the methodology 
of cognition of society. So Marxist philosophy of history as historical materialism influenced 
its various types in the history of philosophy; in particular, we are talking about Chinese and 
Soviet Marxism.

It can be emphasized that there are a number of fundamental studies of understanding the 
philosophical and historical issues in Soviet and Chinese Marxism – Flora Gu and Kineta Hung 
(Gu & Hung, 2009), Jianwu Guo, (Guo, 1997), Dawid Rogacz (Rogacz, 2022), Chengbing 
Wang and Michael Peters (Wang & Peters, 2021) and Gustav Wetter (Wetter, 1958). The 
methodological basis of the study was research conducted in the framework of reception 
studies, as well as comparative philosophy. This was facilitated by the scientific works of 
Sergii Rudenko and Yaroslav Sobolievskyi (Rudenko & Sobolievskyi, 2021; Rudenko et al., 
2021). At the same time, we cannot find a comparative analysis of the topic under study. 
Therefore, for a comprehensive and systematic consideration of the philosophy of history in 
these areas of Marxism, it would be conceptual, in our opinion, to single out three of the 
following aspects:

1) Specifics of formation and sources of development.
2) Features of understanding the historical process.
3) The role and significance of personе in history.

Let us consider each of them further in more detail.

Specifics of formation and sources  
of development of the philosophy of history

If we talk about the philosophy of history in Soviet Marxism, then its beginnings can be 
traced even before the arrival of the Bolsheviks. So, аfter it had become possible, around 1895, 
for Marxist writings to be legally published in Russia, Grygoriy Plekhanov issued, under the 
penname of Beltov, his well-known On the Question of the Development of the Monist View of 
History (1895), in which he set forth the principles of historical materialism and subjected the 
Narodnik doctrines, and more especially those of their chief exponent, Nikolay Mikhailovskiy, 
to severe criticism. In the field of historical materialism, Plekhanov is acknowledged to have 
rendered a major service in his theory of the role of the individual and the popular masses 
in history. He is also given full credit for having had a just appreciation, during his early 
days, of the great importance of revolutionary theory for the revolutionary movement. In his 
later menshevik period, however (after 1903), he showed himself strongly opposed to Lenin’s 
doctrine of the importance of “consciousness” (rus. soznatelnost). In the article The Working 
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Class and the Social-Democratic Intelligentsia, he criticized Lenin’s book What is to be 
Done? He thought that having once reached a certain stage of social development, the workers 
would themselves arrive at socialism, whereas Lenin (and Stalin) maintained that the working-
class was incapable of advancing in its spontaneous development beyond a trade-union 
state of consciousness and that, on the contrary, socialist theory arises independently of the 
spontaneous workers’ movement and must be imported into the latter (Plekhanov, 1910: 682). 
Plekhanov’s conception of historical materialism has also been objected to on the ground that 
he presents it as abstract sociology, too far divorced from concrete historical circumstances; 
he thinks of sociology as the “algebra” and of history merely as the “arithmetic” of social 
development (Mitin & Razumovskiy, 1933: 33). 

Plekhanov’s writings served as the basis for the further development of the Soviet 
understanding of philosophical and historical problems, then we should name a number of 
popular works by Soviet authors long forgotten today, in which, as he writes, a systematic 
exposition of historical materialism was given. In particular, we are talking about the 
following works: Vladimir Sarabyanov “Historical Materialism” (1922), Semen Semkovskiy 
“Fundamentals of Teaching Historical Materialism” (1922), Anatoliy Raevskiy “Introduction 
to Historical Materialism” (1928), Solomon Gonikman “Historical Materialism” (1931), Boris 
Mitin and Isaac Razumovskiy “Historical Materialism” (1933).

Τhe Chinese scholar Li Shangde notes that despite the shortcomings inherent in these 
popular works, they played a positive role in shaping the system of foundations of Marxist 
philosophy. A serious flaw in Soviet textbooks and scientific works on Marxist philosophy 
after 1938, the eastern researcher considers the lack of exposition of such a law of materialist 
dialectics as the law of the negation of negation, which was explained by the influence of 
Stalin’s work On Dialectical and Historical Materialism (Burov, 2012: 185).

However, in addition to purely ideological works on historical materialism, one can 
also find among them studies that have a certain degree of originality. It is about the book 
“Historical Materialism” by Solomon Gonikman. It was one of the most fruitful attempts 
to present this section of philosophy on the basis of the relevant logical categories (general 
and singular, quality and quantity, etc.). After all, it is known that it is precisely historical 
materialism that is most “politicized” in Soviet philosophy. The philosophy of history is often 
reduced to an exposition of the role of classes and the struggle between them, to a sum of 
examples about the decisive role of the “economic factor,” and so on. S. Gonikman’s attempt 
to take a philosophical approach to the philosophy of history was promising. For example, he 
tried to comprehend the problem of the unity of subject and object in the process of historical 
development, and the role of practice as the basis for the knowledge of historical processes. 
Apparently, such an in-depth approach to the study of the problems of historical materialism 
was alien in that he came out with a sharp and unfair criticism of his concept (Gonikman, 
1931).

As a result, it is quite logical that after the Second World War, or rather already in the 60-
70s. 20th-century understanding of historical materialism has clearly changed. This is especially 
evident from the works of one of the most famous Ukrainian Soviet thinkers Pavel Kopnin. 
Considering the relationship between dialectical and historical materialism, the philosopher 
wrote about the latter that “it retains its methodological significance and for knowledge in 
general, nature itself cannot be understood outside of relation to society” (Kopnin, 1969: 69). 
Therefore, being the director of the Kyiv Institute of Philosophy, Pavel Kopnin was one of the 
initiators of the development in Ukraine of what was then called “concrete social research.” 
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It is curious now to read such a definition of it: “...Sociological research is a kind of social 
research conducted to develop the problems of historical materialism, which is the sociology 
of Marxism-Leninism” (Kopnin, 1973: 400).

If we talk about the formation of philosophical and historical problems in Chinese 
Marxism, then “before the October Revolution, China’s ideological field was dominated by the 
democratic and scientific thoughts of the Western bourgeoisie. Nevertheless, translated works 
introducing and discussing the ideas of Marx and Engels were already sporadically presented to 
the public. After the victory of the October Revolution, some advanced Chinese scholars began 
to systematically study Marxist theory, which led to the widespread dissemination of Marx’s 
thought. After the May 4th Movement, significant changes occurred in the Chinese ideological 
field, which led to the spread and development of Marxism in China. As one result, historical 
materialism provided a new logical and theoretical perspective for philosophical research, thus 
creating a new system of academic discourse for understanding social phenomena, linking 
history and logic” (Li, 2009: 10).

Therefore, Jianwu Guo says that for Chinese Marxism, there are such key ideas of the 
materialist conception of history:

1. Base and superstructure
Society can be viewed in two aspects: its economic structure and its ideological 

superstructure. The totality of production relations corresponding to a certain stage in the 
development of material productive forces constitutes the economic “base.” Superculture 
includes the legal and political system and forms of social consciousness. Marx states that “in 
the social production of their lives, people enter into certain relations (relations of production) 
that are necessary and independent of their will. The mode of production of material life 
determines the process of social, political and spiritual life in general. The economic structure 
of society is the real foundation on which the legal and political superstructure rises and to 
which certain forms of social consciousness correspond. Marx concludes that it is not the 
consciousness of people that determines their being, but, on the contrary, their social being, 
which determines their consciousness. This is fundamental to the relationship between the two 
aspects of society.

2. Laws of social development.
Marx further expresses the relationship between the economic structure and the ideological 

superstructure, exploring the driving force behind the development of society. He points out 
that the economic structure is the engine of social changes resulting from the conflict between 
material productive forces and production relations.

3. Driving force of history
To what extent does this conflict cause changes in the social order? Marx argues that: “No 

social system ever perishes before the productive forces develop, for which there is a place in 
it, and new, higher production relations will never appear before the material conditions for 
their existence ripen in the bowels of the old society itself” (Guo, 1997: 128-129).

Thus, Modern Chinese philosophers claim that the materialistic understanding of Marx’s 
history is an important part of Marxist philosophy. The CCP claims that historical materialism 
is the theoretical cornerstone of its social practice and claims that its policy of economic and 
political transformation is guided by this theory. They treated the materialist concept of history 
as a theoretical tool for arguing their policies, but not as a fundamental approach to the study 
of historical events. 
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Along with the Marxist doctrine of understanding history, what is particularly interesting is 
the fact that Chinese thinkers, unlike Soviet thinkers, have involved another important aspect 
of Western philosophy of the twentieth century. We are talking about the legacy of Michel 
Foucault. It is he who is considered by Chinese philosophers to be one of the post-Marxists 
(along with Giorgio Agamben, Louis Althusser, Alain Badiou, Jean Baudrillard, Gilles 
Deleuze, Jacques Derrida, Slavoj Žižek).

“Foucault has been influenced by various Marxist concepts, which reveal a hidden view 
into Marx’s own theoretical edifice. His unique notions of discourse practice and power-
knowledge criticizes the social system, supplements and augments Marxism. In these ways, 
we can see a deep connection between Foucault’s theory of power and Marx’s historical 
materialism, which is confirmed by the mutual penetration and confirmation of the issues of 
Marx’s critique of political economy with the various themes in Foucault’s theory of power. 
Foucault’s concept of biopower retains in a deeper sense the mark of its own awareness of 
historical materialism, showing that his theory of power rests on a materialist foundation 
by re-declaring the naturalness of power, and reinterpreting it in contextual relationships to 
Marx’s concept of the relations of production. Precisely through the perspective of historical 
materialism, Foucault has not only identified the repressive nature of power, but he also 
discovered its positive and productive effects. From the perspective of the productiveness of 
power, this allows a new standpoint from which to reinterpret Marx’s surplus-value theory of 
production” (Wang & Peters, 2021).

Understanding the features and laws of the historical process.

The dialectical-materialist doctrine of society opened up an entirely new approach to the study 
of historical process. Pre-Marxist historians believed that since people consciously participate 
in events, in order to explain historical events, it is necessary to reveal those ideological 
motives that were inherent in people of the corresponding era and, first of all, outstanding 
figures. Against, Marx showed that the incentive motives themselves should be explained on 
the basis of their material basis, that is, from the social being of which they are a reflection. 
This is the meaning of his statement that ideas do not have an independent history. 

Therefore, Soviet philosophers believed that ideas do not have their own history, because 
their history is a reflection in the public consciousness of the development and change of social 
life. Hence, the analysis of the past and present, as well as the prospects for the future, must begin 
not with finding out what this or that era thought or thinks about itself, but with the discovery of 
material relations that have developed in this era, independent of public consciousness (Wetter, 
1958: 76). It should be noted that this position has been criticized by Eduard Bernstein, who 
objects to the excessive emphasis on necessity in historical development, insisting that non-
economic factors also have their influence: “No amount of historical materialism can get around 
the fact that history is made by men, that men have minds, and that mental dispositions are by no 
means so mechanical as to be entirely governed by the economic situation. He admits not only 
‘the history of a country’s political development, but also ethical codes and religious communities 
as factors influencing historical development, and even proposes to replace the term ‘materiahst 
conception of history’ with ‘economic conception of history” (Bernshtine, 1898: 749).

It should be noted that either Marx or Engels was invariably ready to push historical 
materialism to this length, and was criticized and rejected in Bolshevist doctrine as “economic 
materialism.” The theorists of Soviet historical materialism were opposed to rigorous 



Philosophy and Historical Problematics in Soviet and Chinese Marxism: a Comparative Analysis
by Vitalii Turenko

Ukrainian Policymaker, Volume 10, 202248

economism, on the ground that it conceives the economic factor to be the sole determining 
force in social development and attaches no significance to the ideological superstructure, as 
though this was merely a question of “reflexes” pure and simple. They rejected it because of 
the fundamentally fatalistic attitude involved, which implies a policy of passive endurance, 
awaiting the automatic effects of economic development, and therefore leaves no room for 
revolutionary action (Wetter, 1958: 76).

The study of the contradictions and patterns of social life provides the key to understanding 
political, legal, philosophical, moral, religious, aesthetic views and theories, that is, the 
totality of forms of social consciousness. The materialistic understanding of history gives an 
explanation of the basis of the foundations of human history – the activities of people. There 
is no history outside and apart from the people acting in society. The history of a society 
can therefore be defined as the history of human activities in the past and present. And this 
means that it can be explained only if the regularities, causes, and tendencies of the socially 
transforming activity of the masses are revealed.

In a certain sense, we find similar reflections on the historical process in modern Eastern 
philosophers, representatives of Chinese Marxism. In particular, we are talking about the most 
famous thinker who laid the foundation for the development of philosophical and historical 
problems in modern China – Jian Bozan. He stresses that in contradistinction to the metaphysical 
equating of the laws of history with absolute, immutable principles, historical materialism 
understands them as “abstracted, synthesized, and examined practice” (bei chouxianglede, 
bei zonghelede, bei sikaolede shijian 被抽象了的、被综合了的、被思考了的实践). On the 
contrary, Jian claims no less firmly that:

a) first, all these laws are necessary and only brought into effect in a contingent way 
(the point frequently stressed by Lenin, to whom Jian refers, and with regards to 
their necessity, even more by Stalin);

b) second, all these laws are general (yibande 一般的), which means that they have to 
be applicable to all the stages of historical development (Rogacz, 2022). 

Accordingly, Chinese Marxism is characterized by the fact that the initial, deepest 
nomological characteristic of the historical process is a necessity because all historical 
reality is considered here, after all, not as chaotic, but as such that its nature is determined 
by a comprehensive network of objective, essential and universal relationships and 
interdependencies. However, besides this, philosophical and historical research seeks not only 
general patterns but also investigates particular circumstances, that is, it not only abstracts 
the general from a multifaceted and particular history but goes towards understanding these 
particulars from the inside of their general nature. At the same time, he must dialectically 
take into account the specific laws of the given times and areas of history. And although such 
specificity is often subject to a general law, it really constitutes a decisive moment in the 
structure of the specific content of the history of individual peoples.

A dialectical rethinking of the basic categories of historical materialism also extended to 
Jian’s reflection on the nature of historical movements, which brought a significant novelty 
in relation to the previous Sino-Marxist philosophy. According to Jian Bozan, each historical 
movement consists dialectically of two moments: the progressive and the conservative one. 
The former is stronger at the beginning, whereas the latter is incremental towards the end. To 
put it simply, every progressive movement has to eventually slow down. “Any reaction in 
history does not manifest its reactivity in the beginning, but reversely, it is often hidden behind 
the posture of a revolution and exposes its reactionary character only with getting close to its 
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(complete) denouement.” Peasant uprisings in imperial China, for instance, were historically 
permissible precisely because all of them ended in the same way: in spite of the progressive 
(and from the economic viewpoint, also necessary) anti-feudalist reasons, the closer to the 
end of a rebellion, the more reactionary attitudes were coming to the fore, so that in the end 
the peasants, deluded with a promise of a better future, supported their leader in the founding 
of a new (supposedly unprecedented) dynasty, whereas, in fact, such a leader merely gave 
his name to nothing but a “crew change” within the stratum of landlords. At the end of the 
day, however, each transformation of the modes of production, along with the subsequent 
changes in the domain of politics and culture, further the historical objectives. Hence, Jian 
Bozan openly accedes to the spiral scheme of historical development: the cycles initiated by 
temporary retrogressions that are ultimately inscribed into the line of progress. Importantly, 
Jian justifies this model with reference to Chinese history, but then notes that “it has to be 
pointed out that historical development as such does not adopt the cyclical trajectory (…), but 
eternally follows the spiral pattern that never returns to its point of departure.” Surprisingly, 
Jian does not refer to Lenin’s idea of “a development, so to speak, that proceeds in spirals, 
not in a straight line; a development by leaps, catastrophes, and revolutions” (Rogacz, 2022).

In general, it must be said that the idea of a spiral form of the development of history 
arose within the framework of dialectics. Of course, not all elements of dialectics are equally 
significant for the image and metapattern of the spiral. This image is directly connected only 
with the synthesizing law of the negation. It fixes the direction, that is, the form and a certain 
result of development. The spiral represents this form. In light of this law, the development 
of history is divided into separate, relatively independent stages. Moreover, each subsequent 
stage is connected with the previous negation – a necessary, essential element of development. 
This model synthesizes cyclic and linear. It indicates the existence of certain historical cycles, 
but at the same time, does not imply a complete return to the past – each new turn of the 
spiral does not repeat the previous one. Spiral development can be either progressive or 
regressive. With a spiral form of development, the point of departure and the point of return 
do not coincide, the repetition is not absolute, but relative, partial, and, naturally, there is no 
predestination or mystical return to the past. Any position on a given turn of the spiral is above 
the corresponding position of the previous turn.

In the context of the topic under study, it should also be said that Jian holds that it is only 
after exceeding some degree of the progressive potential that a qualitative “leap” (feiyue 飛
躍) is possible. From the viewpoint of dialectics, such a leap can be explained as the negation 
of negation that unfolds the contradictions (maodun 矛盾) of a thing. In terms of social reality, 
the unveiling of inner contradictions eventually takes on the shape of revolution. Importantly, 
this passage was independent from Mao, whom Jian never quotes in the entire 1938 edition of 
A Course in the Philosophy of History. Naturally, he referred to Mao’s On Contradiction in a 
similar discussion from his essay On how to investigate Chinese history of 1950, but even then, 
that went against the fact that Mao never agreed with the law of double negation. Interestingly, 
the relative absence of the quotes from Chairman Mao in Jian’s later works also applies to the 
points and ideas they shared, such as the spiral scheme of history (Rogacz, 2022).

Therefore, we can see that Marxist thinkers in China, in thinking about the laws and 
peculiarities of the historical process, did not always adhere to the guidelines expressed by Mao 
Zedong. Although, at the same time, one can clearly see the Marxist vision of the spiral image 
of the historical process, and also, what is important is the study of both general, external, but 
internal, specific factors in the development of history.
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A view of the meaning of a person in history

In both types of Marxism, we can also see attempts to comprehend the role of the individual 
in history. First of all, it must be emphasized that еach individual living in society pursues his 
own specific values, and, guided by them, acts in such a way as to achieve their implementation. 
And although these goals and actions are so diverse, different, and contradictory that it is not 
possible to take them all into account, nevertheless, behind this mass of individual goals and 
actions lies some common essence. 

Hence, both Chinese and Soviet Marxism claimed that within the limits of one specific 
historical society, people are included, regardless of their will and desire, in a certain system of 
material relations, which constituted their social existence. As a result, they are connected in a 
certain way for each formation with each other and with the means of production. The relations 
of production, as it were, organize people, stimulate their activity, and give rise to certain 
connections and dependencies between social groups. It is the common interests reflected in 
the consciousness, more or less conscious, that unite people, stimulate them to fight for the 
implementation of certain social goals.

At the same time, if we proceed specifically to the consideration of this issue in the 
context of Chinese Marxism, then thinking of Jian Bozan on the reciprocal relation between 
the general and the particular was different from the attitude of Mao, who in Problems of 
Strategy in China’s Revolutionary War (1936) claimed that since “each historical stage has its 
special characteristics, the laws of war also have their own characteristics, and they cannot be 
mechanically applied to another stage.” As a result, for Mao, the laws describing the Soviet 
revolutionary war could not be freely applied to the unique Chinese historical experience, 
and this point was certainly ancillary to his political agenda during the Sino-Soviet split. 
Jian’s dialectical approach implies, in turn, that various particularities do not challenge the 
very application of general laws. Jian does not explain, however, how it is possible for a 
necessary and strictly general law to be induced from a finite set of instances. The statement 
that historical specificities are “quite often” subordinated to general laws also suggests that 
there are some particularities that are beyond the reach of laws, which seriously questions the 
generality of the latter. This key inconsistency, already visible in Jian’s view on the task of the 
philosophy of history, will also influence other parts of his thought, including his later answer 
to the challenge of historicism” (Rogacz, 2022). 

Historical materialism, therefore, does not deny the role of either consciousness or interests 
in the historical process, where “nothing is done without a conscious intention, without the 
desired goal.” He just rejects, as Lenin emphasized, the stupid idea of the absolute freedom 
of man to make history at his own discretion and arbitrariness. Nothing happens in history 
without the active activity of people, guided by interests, regulated by consciousness and will. 
But the interests themselves have an objective basis: they are determined by social beings.

Hence, the problem is logically the relationship between the necessity of historical laws and 
the freedom of individuals acting in history. As Bozan admits, historical materialism cannot 
mechanistically impose some impersonal laws on the people, but instead has to “dialectically” 
acknowledge “the creative role of the subjective factor” in history. No “scientific socialist” 
can deny that history has been created by the people, namely by the oppressed masses and 
their leaders. However, the latter led the people due to the efficient recognition of the objective 
conditions of a given time. In other words, prominent individuals always function within the 
given limits of their class, the level of the development of productive forces, and so forth, so 
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that none of them can possibly counteract historical laws. Following Plekhanov’s solution 
to this problem, Jian Bozan states that although these laws and stages are necessary, the 
emergence of certain individuals is basically contingent. If it were not for, say, Napoleon or 
Lenin (or Mao), some other leader would have appeared, and the same inexorable processes 
would have happened. On the contrary, it cannot be ruled out that without these men, all the 
changes would not have occurred just as quickly, just as all prominent individuals are capable 
of stunting them. Such a solution to the problem of the historical agency was in line with the 
arguments of Qu Qiubai, but was later ignored by Mao, whose radically anti-individualistic 
approach culminated during the Cultural Revolution (Rogacz, 2022). 

We see relatively similar maxims in the framework of the Soviet philosophy of history. 
So, the materialistic understanding of the masses and the individual in history developed in the 
struggle against the voluntarism and fatalism that dominated bourgeois philosophy. If we talk 
about the first, then this is a subjective-idealistic trend that denies objective laws and claims 
that the development of society depends on the will of the “heroes” leading the “crowd,” while 
fatalism in explaining social phenomena, on the contrary, proceeds from the recognition of the 
inevitable, predetermined from above the course of history. The theoretical inconsistency of 
these concepts is expressed in the inability to understand the dialectics of the objective and the 
subjective, necessity and chance in history.

What is the role of the individual in history?
Firstly, an outstanding personality leaves an imprint on the course of the historical process, 

can speed it up or slow it down, but is not able to do it at all. 
Secondly, the activity of an outstanding personality is of greater historical significance if it 

is based on advanced forces interested in the progressive development of society.
Thirdly, depending on its social nature, each class puts forward and forms its own type of 

leader. This also shows a historical pattern. A person can become truly great if he expresses 
the interests of the advanced class, acts in the direction of historical necessity, and accelerates 
social progress (Myslivshenko & Sheptylin, 1988: 306-307).

Сοnclusions

Thus, having made a brief comparative analysis of the philosophical and historical issues 
within the framework of Soviet and Chinese Marxism in the context of the sources of formation 
and research methodology, the features of the interpretation of the historical process and its 
laws, as well as the role of the individual in history, we can draw the following conclusions:

1) The key basis for philosophical and historical studies of both Chinese and Soviet 
Marxism was the work of Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels. But, besides this, if 
the works of Grigoriy Plekhanov and Vladimir Lenin became important for Soviet 
thinkers, then for Chinese thinkers, the legacy of Michel Foucault became important. 
It is also interesting that within the framework of the Soviet philosophy of history, 
we can see not only purely ideological works, but also those in which one can see 
original concepts and ideas. In Chinese Marxism, one can see that philosophical 
and historical research is focused not only on understanding the past, but to solve 
today’s problems and tasks for the future.

2) It is proved that the understanding of the features and patterns of the historical 
process is similar in Soviet and Chinese Marxism, especially with regard to socio-
economic formations, as well as the unity of the cyclicity and linearity of the 
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historical process. However, their difference lies in the fact that Soviet thinkers, 
especially those of the post-war period, began to see the basis of the historical 
process not only in material, economic relations. At the same time, Chinese Marxist 
philosophers emphasized the importance in philosophical and historical research to 
consider not only general moments, external, but also private, internal factors of the 
historical process.

3) It is analyzed that both Chinese and Soviet Marxism claimed that within the limits 
of one specific historical society, people are included, regardless of their will and 
desire, in a certain system of material relations, which constituted their social 
existence. Modern Chinese and Soviet thinkers emphasized the interconnectedness 
of outstanding personalities in history and the socio-political conditions in which 
they found themselves. Based on this, transformations in history are possible if 
there are necessary conditions for this and individuals who are able to change this 
or that situation in society.
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Introduction

The concept of green transition has become a centre of policy debates in recent years. In its 
narrow sense, it means the ability to produce the clean energy, which also allows technologies 
and production processes with the products that consume lesser energy and carbon content. 
The concept of green transition is also linked to the green growth and natural capital with the 
interaction of environmental systems; a green economy is one whose growth in income and 
employment is driven by public and private investments that reduce carbon emissions and 
pollution, enhance energy and resource efficiency, and prevent the loss of biodiversity and 
ecosystem services. In the long term, it can be defined as an economy that results in improved 
human wellbeing and reduced inequalities, while not exposing future generations to significant 
environmental risks and ecological scarcities. In a consolidated green economy consumers 
value the range of benefits (basic needs, material usage, health and environmental aspects) that 
are associated with the goods and services.

The aim of this scientific paper is to give a detailed overview of the concept of green 
transition, with special reference to the legislation and policies in this field as well as the 
institutional capacity of the policy making process in the Macedonian society, with special 
emphasis on the European Union regulations and directions. The practical element of the paper 
is constructively sublimated in recommendations for improving the efficiency and effectiveness 
of cooperation between the public institutions and all other involved sectors within the society. 

1. The main aspects of the green transition concept

The concept of green transition and its widespread use, nationally but also in the framework 
of international cooperation, aims to actively contribute to raising awareness of green energy 
consumption and opportunities for the use of renewable energy sources or energy saving, 
which in parallel leads to greater awareness of the causes of climate change and above all 
environmental awareness. Thereby, it is important to have a real insight and knowledge of the 
basics of the technical-technological possibilities for green production and circular economy 
in national frames.

The main goal of the green economy is to learn about the elements of production of various 
types of renewable energy sources, circular production of products and energy from waste 
materials, as well as reduction greenhouse gas emissions.

The green transition seems to have the potential to become the new leading strategy 
in political discourse – like sustainable development. The worldwide use of resources, 
ecosystems, and sinks has dramatically increased within the last 20 years (Haberl et al., 2011). 
Sustainable development policies have largely failed, the most visible of which is the crisis 
of the Rio institutions, particularly the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC) (Wissen, 2010). In contrast to sustainable development, it seems that the 
green economy is attractive for relevant socioeconomic actors.

Accordingly, it is not possible to give a precise definition of the green transition and green 
economy. The United Nations (UN) state the following in the first preparatory document for 
the Rio+20 Conference: “The green economy and green transition approach seeks, in principle, 
to unite under a single banner the entire suite of economic policies and modes of economic 
analyses of relevance to sustainable development. Furthermore, the EU Commission’s plan is 
largely in line with the Green Growth Strategy of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation 
and Development (OECD), which focused on mutually reinforcing aspects of economic and 
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environmental policy and stresses innovation as a means to decouple growth from natural 
capital depletion” (OECD, 2011).

The goals and strategies of the concept of green transitions are common for all the societies: 
a low-carbon economy, resource efficiency, green investments, technological innovation and 
more recycling, green jobs, poverty eradication, and social inclusion. Special emphasis is 
given to an adequate political framework.

Moreover, according to UN Secretary-General (2010: 15) there are mutual political 
strategies towards a green economy concept: (1) adjust prices to reflect the internalization of 
external costs; (2) encourage sustainable consumption, and implement policies that promote 
the greening of business and markets more broadly; (3) implement tax reforms that support 
environmentally friendly and sustainable practices; (4) expand public support for sustainable, 
more energy efficient infrastructural development to conserve and boost natural capital; (5) 
enhance research and development programs focused on green technologies (e.g., clean 
energy); (6) target public investment to create programs and forge alliances that promote self-
sufficient ecologically and socially-sound economic development, and (7) implement policies 
that harmonize social goals with existing or future economic policies.

The concept of green transition is very close to “green growth” practices. This term is used 
for the growth of the entire economy (Jänicke, 2012). More precisely, the green growth concept 
“is about fostering economic growth and development while ensuring that the natural assets 
continue to provide the resources and the environmental services on which our wellbeing 
relies. Green growth is qualitative growth that is efficient in its use of natural resources, clean 
in that it minimizes pollution and environmental damages and resilient in that it explains 
natural hazards. All these aspects show that the green economy is an “umbrella” concept that 
encompasses different implications with regard to growth and wellbeing, or efficiency and risk 
reduction in the use of natural resources. 

Within the paper, it is shown a bibliometric analysis that identifies the main keywords 
related to the term “green transition” in the scientific literature since 1990 (database Scopus). 
It is about of different keywords that can be classified into several semantic fields (Figure 1).

Figure 1: Semantic fields of the keywords related to “green transitions” found  
in the literature research on the bibliographic database Scopus

Source: Loiseau et al., 2016
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According to the above, it can be seen that the results show that over half of the keywords 
related to “green transition” belong to the semantic fields of environmental and economic 
dimensions. The environmental dimension covers different environmental issues (e.g., climate 
change, renewable resources, energy, natural capital), whereas the economic dimension 
encompasses different economic aspects such as development, growth, cost, or competitiveness. 
The social dimension is less represented. The emphasis on these three aspects of sustainability 
proves the strong links between green economy and sustainability (Loiseau et al., 2016: 4).

The ‘green transition’ concept “…is useful to the extent that it engages policymakers, 
economists and businesses in critical dialogue with other stakeholders to compare alternative 
pathways for development. The comparison should then consider economic criteria alongside 
social, political, cultural and ecological criteria, and how “business-as-usual” development 
and more sustainable alternatives trade off” (Fulai, 2011: 66). Moreover, the economic policies 
and practices govern how sustainable the development pathway will be because they drive the 
two main causes of stress: overproduction of waste and overexploitation of natural resources – 
as well the main promoters of wellbeing: employment, education and health (Fulai, 2011: 66).

The concept of Fulai shows that a green transition concept that takes into account the 
planetary boundaries can be a successful policy framework for environmentally sustainable 
development. According to him, “as long as policy discussions are framed in the neoclassical 
economic model which assumes unlimited resource supplies and complete substitutability 
between resources and capital, traditional growth concepts will not be able to identify the 
extent to which economic activities are environmentally sustainable” (Fulai, 2011: 66).

2. Responsibility of public (government) institutional capacities  
for promotion of green practices in public policies

Increasing the accountability of government officials for the implementation of green 
policies is particularly important for their further sustainability. Through organized public 
hearings, citizens can collectively review the actions and policies of government officials, 
assess the alignment of their preferences with the behavior of policy makers, and try to bring 
this relationship into line (Hargreaves et al., 2004). For example, the public generally has 
an interest in integrity that goes beyond the corrupt practices found in the governments of 
developing and developed countries. Employees must get used to jobs that will be under 
constant participatory-democratic oversight. This function is particularly important and 
should be especially practiced where the gap between public interest and government action is 
particularly large. Citizens who participate in public policy-making should be able to identify 
gaps in the responsibilities of government officials and develop solutions to them. But they 
cannot achieve this until they press the button for policy change or action that widens the 
gap between the public and the state. These capacities depend on the quality of the debate, 
whether the public has the authority to act and its ability to continuously monitor the activities 
of government officials.

2.1. Justice in politics
The public contributes to greater fairness of public policy and government actions, in cases 

where those who are politically weak are allowed to form and express their parameters and 
values in the policies and decisions they make. Consequently, the public that deals with topics 
and areas where there is significant inequality is more likely to promote social justice (for 
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example, decision-making authority). Improving the voice of marginalized groups also requires 
their presence during public hearings, primarily due to the further greater sustainability of 
green policy. However, we are aware that the public cannot advance justice without the use of 
force and authority (Dye, 1995). 

2.1. Effectiveness of public action
In addition to accountability and justice, debate can contribute to the effectiveness of green 

public policy in at least three ways. The public debate creates opportunities for those who will 
be subject to a particular policy to criticize it, in accordance with its justification and opportunity 
for change. This discussion can improve the legitimacy of a policy or government institution, 
and help citizens in and out of the mini-public become more aligned and cooperative. The 
public that has a high-quality debate and influence on the officially taken actions, is more 
likely to increase their efficiency through the generated legitimacy. Second, some publicities 
focus on political areas where citizens have a comparative advantage – in terms of relevant 
sources of information – over government officials. Third, organized publicity can help 
improve the details of a particular public policy implementation – its strategies and methods – 
by incorporating popular debate into government problem-solving processes by authorized 
state bodies. The activities of these publics are likely to take place over time and be committed 
to measures to monitor and evaluate government action (Stewart et al., 2008). 

 
2.3. Popular mobilization
From politics to politics, public hearings can also contribute to the mobilization of citizens 

outside of them, especially when they are linked to the comprehensive agendas of associations 
or political actors. For example, the general public can show support for material political 
findings, as that position is the product of reasonable discussion and public participation. 
These political positions may also receive increased media attention as a result of taking public 
opinion into account. In addition to supporting crucial strategic positions, the general public 
may also be drawn to support the institution it advocates by pursuing such policies (Dye, 
1995).

An institution that effectively addresses an urgent public issue or creates voice channels for 
those excluded can mobilize support for its ongoing action.

3. Green transition legislation and environmental benefits  
according to the legislative concept of the European Union

EU legislation in the field of green economy includes: 
1. Directive 2006/32/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council on Efficiency 

in Final Energy Consumption and Energy Services (DEU) provides for Member 
States to prepare three National Energy Efficiency Action Plans (EAPs) for the 
period 2008 to 2016 and submit them to the European Commission. The Republic 
of North Macedonia, as a contracting party to the Treaty establishing the Energy 
Community, is also obliged to prepare the APEE due to the subsequent accession 
to this process for the period from 2010 to 2018. The legal basis for the preparation 
of the APEE is defined in the Law on Energy, which transposes the requirements of 
the TEU. The Second Action Plan for Energy Efficiency of the Republic of North 
Macedonia (hereinafter: the second APEE) contains the measures and activities for 
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the period from 2013 to the end of 2015 and then the third APEE, which is being 
prepared for the period from 2016 to 2018.

2. The transposition of Directive 2012/27 / EU (Energy Efficiency Directive) became 
mandatory for the signatory parties to the Energy Community.

3. In the frame of the Council of Ministers (D / 2015/08 / MC-Energy Community) 
at a meeting held in Tirana, Albania. The deadline for the full transposition of the 
Energy Efficiency Directive is October 2017. The current – third EEAP should 
contain plans for implementing the requirements of this Directive. Given the fact 
that the legal obligation will continue to apply after 15 October 2017, the next APEE 
document, which is planned to be prepared in April 2019, should be fully compliant 
with the requirements of the Energy Efficiency Directive.

4. In the frame of the Council of Ministers (D/2015/08 / MC-Energy Community) 
at a meeting held in Tirana, Albania. The deadline for the full transposition of the 
Energy Efficiency Directive is October 2017. The current – third EEAP should 
contain plans for implementing the requirements of this Directive. Given the fact 
that the legal obligation will continue to apply after 15 October 2017, the next APEE 
document, which is planned to be prepared in April 2019, should be fully compliant 
with the requirements of the Energy Efficiency Directive.

5. The policies of the European Union for the production and promotion of energy 
from renewable sources are established by the Renewable Energy Directive 2009/28 
/ EC, which, with the amendment of Article 20 of the Energy Community Treaty, 
is adopted for implementation in the countries of the Energy Community. The 
Republic of North Macedonia has set a goal for a share of renewable energy of 28% 
in the total final energy consumption in 2020, but the revised National Action Plan 
for Renewable Energy from 2017 sets a plan to meet a 23.9% share of renewable 
energy in 2020 and 28% in 2030.

6. As parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) and the Kyoto Protocol, the European Union and its Member States 
are required to report their greenhouse gas emissions on an annual basis. They 
should also report regularly on their climate change policies and measures through 
National Plans.

Relevant EU legislation also includes the following regulations:
1. Regulation (EU) no. Regulation (EC) No 525/2013 of the European Parliament 

and the Council on mechanisms for monitoring and reporting on greenhouse gas 
emissions and reporting on other information relevant to climate change at the 
national and Union level and repealing Decision No 280/2004 EC (Regulation on 
the monitoring mechanism). The regulation on the monitoring mechanism has also 
become part of the European Union legislation governing the Energy Community. 
During the last meeting, the Council of Ministers of the Energy Community 
adopted a recommendation on the monitoring of greenhouse gas emissions. It 
is recommended that the Contracting Parties prepare the legal and institutional 
preconditions for the introduction of the basic elements of the Regulation on the 
monitoring mechanism within their territories (legislation).

2. Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) no. Regulation (EC) No 749/2014 
of 30 June 2014 on the structure, format, submission process and revision of 
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information submitted by Member States pursuant to Regulation (EU) No 525/2013 
of the European Parliament and of the Council.

As parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 
and the Kyoto Protocol, the European Union and its Member States are required to report 
their greenhouse gas emissions on an annual basis. They should also report regularly on their 
climate change policies and measures through National Plans.

Relevant EU legislation also includes the following regulations:
1. Regulation (EU) no. Regulation (EC) No 525/2013 of the European Parliament 

and of the Council on mechanisms for monitoring and reporting on greenhouse 
gas emissions and reporting on other information relevant to climate change at 
national and Union level and repealing Decision No 280/2004 EC (Regulation on 
the monitoring mechanism). The regulation on the monitoring mechanism has also 
become part of the European Union legislation governing the Energy Community. 
During the last meeting, the Council of Ministers of the Energy Community 
adopted a recommendation on the monitoring of greenhouse gas emissions. It 
is recommended that the Contracting Parties prepare the legal and institutional 
preconditions for the introduction of the basic elements of the Regulation on the 
monitoring mechanism within their territories (legislation).

2. Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) no. Regulation (EC) No 749/2014 
of 30 June 2014 on the structure, format, submission process and revision of 
information submitted by Member States pursuant to Regulation (EU) No 525/2013 
of the European Parliament and of the Council.

3. Delegated Commission Regulation (EU) no. 666/2014 of 12 March 2014 on 
establishing material obligations for the Union inventory system and taking 
into account changes in the global warming potential and internationally agreed 
inventory guidelines in accordance with Regulation (EU) no. 525/2013 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council.

4. Understanding of green policies in Macedonian legislation  
and the public policy practice

There are three types of problems form the main “green” institution within the Macedonian 
society to join efforts and to work towards their mitigation, which would also come with a 
range of economic opportunities: a) air pollution, b) inefficient energy use, and c) economic 
slowdown.

North Macedonia has environmental problems typical of the region, including air, especially 
around the capital Skopje. The annual winter smog problem is blamed on a mix of coal burning 
in households, the aging industry, and high-polluting emissions from older vehicles. In the 
winter of 2017, Macedonia had to introduce emergency measures against dense clouds of 
pollution that envelope its cities.

According to the publication “Energy Consumption in Households, 2014” (Republic of 
Macedonia State Statistical Office, 2014) of the total number of households, 62% consume 
fuelwood as the primary energy commodity, 29% use electricity, 8% rely on heat energy from 
the public heating system, and the remaining 1.5% utilize other types of energy commodities. 
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The highest percentage of households (38%) that use electricity is in the Skopje Region, while 
the lowest (12%) is in the Southeast Region. The highest percentage of households in the latter 
use fuelwood as the main commodity, and their share in the total number of households in the 
region is 86%. 

These figures show that North Macedonia has plenty of room for energy efficiency 
improvements, ranging from investments into existing buildings, facilities, and electrical 
appliances, the building energy efficient facilities (in order to meet construction regulations) 
and the implementation of general energy management measures. The realization of these 
measures would help to reduce the consumption of energy and to increase its efficient use.

Still, there is a need for deeper interaction between companies and researchers, which 
includes:

1. Evolution of companies and commercialization of products and processes.
2. Additional less tangible impacts are expected in the two-way transfer of knowledge 

between the markets and academia and training of researchers, transferring to the 
industry with improved skills and networks.

In the Republic of North Macedonia, the promotion of a green economy and sustainable 
social development needs to take place through the formulation of government policies and 
through the support of education, media, human rights, as well as legal and economic reform. 
Due to the limited capacity of local expertise and resources, mutual cooperation between state 
bodies and the non-governmental sector is needed.

Adoption of quality public policies for energy efficiency and environment, aims to 
regularly point out the shortcomings and actively contribute to the creation of public policies 
with proposals based on analytical methods and expertise. It is of particular importance to 
focus on the following:

1. Creating an environment that enables the expert public and civil society to effectively 
shape public policies related to the Transposition of Directive 2012/27/EC (Energy 
Efficiency Directive) and Directive 2009/28 / EC (Renewable Energy Directive).

2. Monitoring the implementation of the legal and regulatory aspects (reports, 
assessment of the Secretariat of the Energy Community) and working in partnership 
with all stakeholders and the negotiating team of the Republic of North Macedonia 
in the opening and negotiations with the EU under Chapter 15, which refers to 
energy, and Chapter 27, which deals with the environment and climate change.

3. Strengthening the influence of civil society to improve public policies and 
practices for energy efficiency and renewable energy sources by supporting citizen 
participation in community projects (community and citizen-owned projects) and 
developing effective business models for financing of renewable energy projects by 
the communities.

4. Reducing administrative barriers to the application of technologies based on 
renewable energy sources: Bioenergy for electricity production (establishing 
sustainable models for providing organic waste for biofuel). 

5. Thermal energy (administrative solutions for the use of thermal energy in the 
communities), Solar photovoltaic systems and collectors (removal of administrative 
barriers for the sale of electricity from photovoltaic installations; encouraging the 
installation of solar collectors), Geothermal heat pump installations (water -air and 
air-air systems as a substitution of firewood in individual heating systems).



Green Transition – Theoretical and Practical Implications of Applied European Legislation in Creating 
Public Policies and Practices: The Case of the Republic of North Macedonia 

by Katerina Veljanovska Blazhevska

Ukrainian Policymaker, Volume 10, 202262

6. Providing access to the network and operation of the network with renewable 
energy sources and defining: Rules for connection of the network (assessment 
of the current problems with the connection of the distribution and transmission 
network; recommendations for coordination with the administrative procedures). 
Balancing responsibility for large producers of renewable energy sources (market 
design for integration of renewable energy sources with a focus on the balancing 
market; adoption of best practices for the operation of networks with a larger share 
of renewable energy sources).

7. Cooperation with the competent institutions and projects and support of their 
capacities for establishing a register of public administration and local self-
government facilities with the necessary data for energy consumption and 
preparation of projections for reduction of energy consumption per unit area 
according to available technologies and practices.

8. Enabling operational implementation of the ESCO concept in accordance with the 
Law on Energy Efficiency for financing projects in the private and public sector, 
and supporting Energy Service Contracts that focus mostly on the public sector, by 
implementing the legal provisions provided in the Law on Concessions and public-
private partnership (Official Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia no. 6/2012, 
33/104 and 215/215).

9. Creating an appropriate basis and conditions for increased access to finance / 
financial instruments for sustainable energy efficiency and renewable energy 
projects for companies, municipalities, state institutions and citizens; Research and 
transfer of knowledge and experience in the operation of energy efficiency funds 
will lead to an increase in the appropriate instruments for financial support, increase 
the knowledge and awareness of stakeholders regarding projects for sustainable 
energy efficiency and renewable energy with different topics.

10. Monitoring the budget and requesting responsibility from the government and the 
local self-government to realize the planned projects with annual plans and three-
year strategies for energy efficiency.

5.Recommendations regarding special regulations, challenges  
and accountability

In the frame of the Green Growth Report (2014), there is a conclusion that North 
Macedonia’s economy is not sufficiently flexible to benefit easily from going green. The 
country’s supportive business environment cannot make up for poorly functioning labor 
markets, and global links are not yet strong enough to facilitate technology transfer. Lastly, 
North Macedonia’s connections to global knowledge and readiness for an innovation revolution 
are insufficient to benefit from green technological change.

Expenditures on environmental protection are financed by a number of different funding 
sources, also depending on the particular environmental domain. The main general funding 
sources are the state budget and loans and grants from other countries and international 
financial institutions. There is no national environmental fund with a variety of earmarked 
revenues. To some extent, payments of water-use-related fees are earmarked for financing 
water sector management.
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According with the information in Environmental Performance Reviews for North 
Macedonia (UNECE, 2019), the role of public-private partnerships (PPPs) in the municipal 
utility sector in the county is still relatively small. This reflects, at least partly, the lack of 
cost-reflective tariffs for the operation of these services, but, also, the required administrative 
capacity for the planning and evaluation of PPP projects is lacking. Furthermore, the majority 
of these mainly small-scale projects have been arranged at the municipal government level, 
including local public enterprises. They cover the sectors of transport, municipal utilities 
(waste only), energy and governmental (administrative) buildings.

The Law on Environment (2005) includes a requirement for monitoring the effects of 
implementation of planning documents. However, monitoring and follow-up are not done in 
practice. Sectoral ministries and municipal authorities are not aware of such a requirement. 
The Ministry of Environment and Physical Planning has no capacity to proactively solicit 
monitoring and follow-up.

In terms of institutional changes, the major change since 2011 has been the separation 
of SEI from the Ministry of Environment and Physical Planning in 2014. An environmental 
protection agency has not been established.

Within the country, the number of national planning documents undergoing SEA (Strategic 
Environmental Assessment) has increased since 2013-2014. However, some national planning 
documents are prepared by sectoral ministries and adopted without a SEA procedure, despite 
the legal requirement to conduct one. Furthermore, it can be concluded that there are no 
activities to raise awareness of the SEA requirements among sectoral ministries. Also, there 
are no statistics on planning documents adopted at the local level without a SEA. Though 
the number of SEA dossiers received by the Ministry of Environment and Physical Planning 
from LSGUs has decreased over the period 2011–2017, it remains high, which suggests that 
screening does not work well. The criteria for screening are defined in subsidiary legislation but 
are not used in practice. The quality of SEA reports also remains an issue. Their poor quality 
is partially explained by insufficient involvement of sectoral departments of the Ministry of 
Environment and Physical Planning in the evaluation by the Ministry of SEA reports. There 
are problems with the implementation of the public participation requirements in the SEA 
procedure. Although the Law on Environment includes a requirement to monitor the effects of 
the implementation of planning documents, no monitoring and follow-up has ever been done 
in practice. No regular training and capacity-building on SEA at the national and local levels 
takes place. Nevertheless, proper implementation of SEA is crucial for the achievement by the 
country of target 17.14 (Enhance policy coherence for sustainable development) of the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development (UNICE, 2019).

Within the Industrial Policy of the Republic of Macedonia 2009-2020, also a national 
strategic document for increasing the competitiveness of the industry and the economy in 
general, five areas of action are described, as the main pillars for increasing the competitiveness 
of the domestic industry, as follows:

a) International cooperation and encouragement of foreign direct investments;
b) Applied research, development and innovation;
c) Development of ecological products and services for sustainable development;
d) SME development and entrepreneurship;
e) Collaboration in clusters and networks.
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Within the Industrial Strategy of the R. of Macedonia 2018-2027, several benefits are 
pointed out for companies to get involved in the Green industry/processing industry. In 
most industries, increasing the efficiency of production resources is not done because of 
environmental or sustainable problems, as such, but as a key factor determining economic 
competitiveness, growth and profitability. Because resource input is an important cost of 
production for industries, efficiency improvements can be significant in gaining a competitive 
advantage. Reducing production costs can also result in lower prices for consumers, while 
boosting customer loyalty (Industrial Strategy, 2018: 19).

According with the above, as the Macedonian government considers the implementation of 
a green growth program, policymakers need to think when drawing down natural capital in the 
interest of economic growth is a wise tradeoff and when it is not. Certainly, more investment in 
maintaining and upgrading natural assets seems warranted; substantial investments are needed, 
especially in the energy sector to advance mitigation of greenhouse gases; and government 
needs to manage actively the likely impacts of a changing climate on agriculture. 

The Ministry of Economy of the Republic of North Macedonia is implementing its own 
program for subsidizing the preparation of project documentation for energy efficiency 
projects and renewable sources of industry in the industry. The EBRD credit lines for energy 
efficiency placed through commercial banks are supported with a subsidy of 15% of the 
invested equipment – a measure that is already practically applied for the purchase of energy-
saving equipment in households. The same measure is still less practiced in projects in small 
and medium-sized enterprises. The stated forms of subsidizing and support for investments in 
energy efficiency and renewable energy projects: subsidies from the state, the offer of available 
financial instruments from the EBRD, foundations and grant schemes of the European Union 
and international organizations are not accessible to the public in a systematized and accessible 
way of the so-called information platform – accessible and easy to use by users with different 
levels of knowledge of technological solutions and financing processes. In addition to the 
role of stakeholders’ networking with SMEs and institutions, the information platform should 
include a program of promotional and educational activities for introducing and practicing the 
principles of energy management. 

Achieving the development goals and sustainability in the energy sector of the Republic 
of North Macedonia are defined by laws and regulations, as well as by several development 
plans (strategic documents) that also define the strategic goals. All these documents are in line 
with EU policies, so North Macedonia supports the EU goals (until 2020 onwards): reduction 
of energy consumption by 20%, reduction of emissions of pollutants by 20%, and increase of 
the percentage of energy produced from renewable energy sources by 20% in the gross final 
energy consumption.

In line with the above, the following strategic documents have been adopted and entered 
into force within the Macedonian legislation:

1. Strategy for sustainable development of the Republic of Macedonia from 2009 to 
2030 (Official Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia no. 61/2010).

2. Strategy for energy development in the Republic of Macedonia until 2030 (according 
to the Law on Energy, and the new draft Strategy for energy development until 
2040 has been prepared for public debate, but has not yet been adopted by the 
government).

3. Strategy for utilization of renewable energy sources in the Republic of Macedonia 
until 2020 (Official Gazette of the Republic of Macedonia no. 125/2010).
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4. Program for the implementation of the Energy Development Strategy in the 
Republic of Macedonia for the period from 2013 to 2017 (Official Gazette of the 
Republic of Macedonia no. 50/2013).

5. National program for gradual reduction of emissions of certain pollutants in the 
Republic of Macedonia from 2012 to 2020.

6. National plan for ambient air protection in the Republic of Macedonia for the period 
2013-2018.

In line with the above, the following documents are conceptual aspects and projections 
related to the legal existing aspects for the adoption of quality public policies in the field of 
green transition and green investments:

“Europe 2020: A strategy for smart, sustainable and inclusive growth.” Europe has 
identified three priorities that should be the heart of Europe 2020. Sustainable growth – 
promoting a more resource-efficient, greener, and more competitive economy as well as 
smart growth and inclusive growth, which are mutually reinforced. One of these initiatives 
designed to implement the targets is the initiative “Resource-efficient Europe,” which aims 
to decouple economic growth from resource and energy use, reduce CO2 emissions, enhance 
competitiveness and promote greater energy security.

“Regional strategy South East Europe 2020.” The Western Balkans beneficiaries adapted 
EUROPE 2020 strategy to their specific situation. The regional strategy of South East Europe 
2020 is modelled on the Europe 2020 strategy. The SEE 2020 Strategy envisages some specific 
measures and interventions for each of the four dimensions: Energy, Transport, Environment 
and Competitiveness, within the pillar 3 of “Sustainable Grows.” Furthermore: Dimension H 
“Energy” aims to develop and implement measures to increase the efficient use of energy by 
achieving a minimum 9% energy saving target. (K.1.); Dimension K ‘Competitiveness’ aims 
to improve and enhance the competitiveness of the institutions, including activities to support 
greater access to finance. (K.3.). The most important is to turn environmental challenges 
into opportunities. Recommended to the EU countries should provide the institutional 
capacities with more information, expertise and financial incentives for full exploitation of 
the opportunities for new “green” markets and increased energy efficiency, partly through the 
implementation of environmental management systems. Furthermore, the Republic of North 
Macedonia has adopted these principles in its strategic documents.

“IPA II Indicative Country Strategy Paper (2014–2020).” Competitiveness and growth 
are identified as one of the key strategic priorities outlined in the IPA II Country Strategy 
Paper. Investing in the area of environment and climate action to promote the protection of 
the environment, and the development towards a resource-efficient, low-carbon and climate-
resilient economy. The programming frameworks for IPA need to be aligned to the EU policy 
on the transition to a low carbon, resource-efficient and circular economy. Creation of a good 
system with proactive policies for the support of the resource and energy-efficient economic 
development, competitiveness, and growth, has a direct and significant impact on strengthening 
competitiveness of the public official institutional capacities and the stakeholders – as a key 
driver of the economy: 

“Strategy for energy efficiency improvement 2010-2020,” with the strategic goals: Secure 
energy supply; Sustainable economic development; Competitiveness of the economy. The 
main focus of the strategy is concerned to the processing industry, improving the use of energy 
from renewable sources; and investment in R & D and the promotion of energy efficiency 
technologies.
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“Industrial Strategy of the Republic of North Macedonia 2018-2027.” Strategic goal 3 – 
Catalysis of green industry and green processing. This strategy focuses specifically on the 
main ways in which the manufacturing industry will be catalysed to support the green industry.

“ERP Economic Reform Programme (2019-2021).” Under the Chapter on Reforms on the 
energy market and transport there is Measure 2: Promoting renewable energy and improving 
energy efficiency planned activities are (1) further harmonization and implementation of the 
legislation on EPC (energy performance contracts) and ESCO (energy service companies); (2) 
Initial activities for the preparation of a separate Law on Establishing the Energy Efficiency 
Fund.

According with the above, a number of points are crucial for the creation of an “informative 
platform” for better coordination between the institutional capacity (public institutions and 
other stakeholders). These points need further engagement or research in order to produce the 
information needed to take the final decision: 

a) “Informative platform” for analysing the users’ behaviour, profile, and cases within 
the field of green economy;

b) Developing services (products) in detail, based on a clear value proposition and a 
preceding customer analysis, and in line with the “Green the Energy” model;

c) Mapping (based on pre-defined criteria) of the institutions, stakeholders (for 
building and construction) and individual experts (for consulting) which are ready 
and capable to work in partnership with;

d) Mapping of financing institutions and instruments (from commercial banks, public 
funds, international programmes, etc.) offering loans and credits in the Energy 
Efficiency sector, 

e) Preparation of an action marketing plan, preparation of a communication plan for 
public relations: organizing educational-promotional events-workshops in bigger 
cities and regional centers for presenting projects for saving, preparation and 
distribution of promotional video clips on TV and internet, interview and reports 
from own production and/or national/local television, etc.

f)  Identifying possible pilot projects to be implemented swiftly, to prove the concept 
and generate interest and attention of the public and officials in the frame of green 
transition;

Conclusions

Within this paper, the concept of green transition is elaborated in detail, locally and globally. 
It covers the framework of the green economy, regulations, directives and strategic framework 
of action. Of particular importance is the presentation of practical experience in the context of 
the green transition within the public policy and the institutional capacity in North Macedonia, 
i.e., policies, practices and regulations, and their functioning in different sectors. The capacity 
of implementing the concept of green transition in the institutional framework of the country 
is measured, especially from the aspect of the energy sector, climate change, agriculture, as 
well as air pollution.

Within the presented analysis, appropriate recommendations can be given for a certain 
project framework in order to improve the practical implementation of the concept of green 
economy in the Republic of North Macedonia.

The research within this study, it’s giving insights and produces the information needed 
within this frame:
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a) Methodology of implementing organizational and institutional measures for 
providing better results in the field of green economy;

b) Providing the capacity of green public policies and governmental official 
transparency during the process;

c) Planning activities for mutual cooperation between the public sector and 
stakeholders, the concerned institutions, local authorities, major energy companies, 
funds, donors, and financial institutions to encourage investments in the field of 
green economy;

d) Strategy for promoting green transition’s investments in the country.

Furthermore, there is a need of:
a) Support of the governmental institutions and stakeholders designing effective 

strategic plans in different sector areas, often followed by the more detailed 
investment strategies; 

b) Support the administration in fulfilling the criteria for sector-based approach and 
the relevant sector and policy benchmarks;

c) Feasibility studies, economic and cost-benefit analysis, detailed designs preparation, 
market research, environmental impact assessments;

d) Build necessary capacities and systems related to further training and information 
dissemination.

There is a need for cooperation between the holders of green public policies, the bodies in 
charge of their implementation and the public that is affected by them: activities for mutual 
cooperation of the green policy, the concerned institutions, local authorities, major energy 
companies, funds, donors, financial institutions to encourage investments in the green project 
including energy efficiency and renewable energy sources projects.

Forms of support for investments in green industry, energy efficiency and renewable energy 
projects: program of promotional and educational activities for introducing and practicing the 
principles of green industry and green transitions.
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To analyse the processes of development of Marxist philosophical and socio-political doctrine in 
China in the second half of the twentieth and early twenty-first centuries; to systematically reconstruct 
the peculiarities of the interpretation of its axiomatics by modern Chinese researchers; to determine 
the main trends, goals and objectives of modernization and Chineseization of Marxism in the People’s 
Republic of China; to reveal the attributive features of the ideological, theoretical, methodological 
and ideological foundations of those innovative approaches and narratives for the renewal of Marxist 
philosophy and social studies, which are offered by representatives of the modern scientific community 
of Chinese philosophers, political scientists, historians and may become paradigmatic in this century. 

The main research methods were systemic, structural-functional, comparative, discursive, content 
analysis, and prescriptions of the general scientific principles of Scientism and Historicism. 

Based on the analysis of the publications of modern Chinese, Ukrainian and Russian researchers, 
theoretical reconstruction of the specifics of the development of Marxist philosophical and socio-political 
doctrine in China in the second half of the twentieth and early twenty-first centuries is proposed; the 
influence of objective and subjective factors on them is characterized. Among them, the greatest attention 
was paid to the conceptual reflection of how the needs for the fundamental and large-scale modernization 
of Chinese society necessitated the revision and updating of the diamat-istmat version of Marxism, which, 
by the early 1960s, had become conservative, orthodox and scholastic, turned into a paradigm in the 
scientific environment of Soviet-style states, and into metanarrative in the political system of the People’s 
Republic of China (as well as in the USSR). 

The author provides a generalized analytical assessment of alternative options for updating the 
model of Marxist philosophy and the complex of socio-political sciences that are dominant in the 
People’s Republic of China; the reasons and internal logic of their modernization are revealed on the 
basis of which the permissible and possible directions, prospects, and limits of ideological, theoretical-
methodological and ideological reforming of Marxism in China are determined.

An innovative methodological approach to the study of Marxism has been proposed to Ukrainian 
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and foreign professional communities of philosophers and political scientists of politics. Based on a 
comparative analysis of the classical postulates of Marxist doctrine and its particular interpretation 
in China, the specific features of paradigmatic Chinese and Chinese Marxism are characterized; by 
the meanings, goals and objectives of those projects for their modernization that are currently being 
developed in the People’s Republic of China are revealed. 

The use of the obtained results contributes to the efficiency of further research into the history of 
development and the specifics of the interpretation of Marxist ideas in China; optimizes the theoretical 
platform, and expands the methodological and conceptual tools for the scientific, de-ideological 
reconstruction of the processes of modernization of Marxist doctrine in this country at the beginning of 
the 21st century; provides an adequate understanding of its structural and functional features, as well as 
possible prospects and limits of reform. 
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Introduction

Analyzing the processes of development of Marxist philosophy and socio-political thought 
in China in the last third of the twentieth century – the first two decades of the twenty-first 
century, it should be noted that Chinese researchers faced those theoretical, methodological, 
ideological and worldview problems that were relevant for the Soviet Marxists in the second 
half of the last century and were of importance for professional philosophical communities 
after the collapse of the USSR. First of all, Ukraine and Russia (Minakov, 2009; Tabachkovsky, 
2002; Vilkov, 2020; Vilkov & Yarmolitska, 2020).

Thus, it can be admitted that in the relatively coincidental conditions of reforming 
economic and political relations (the Khrushchev thaw in the Soviet Union and the fundamental 
socioeconomic and political-ideological modernization in the PRC), in the situation of correction 
of Marxist-Leninist doctrines of the Communist Party ruling in them and reorientation of the 
worldview values of the masses from purely class to general democratic, in the intellectual 
environment of socialist-type societies (despite the differences in their political and spiritual 
culture, traditions, value preferences and mentality), similar systemic requests were formed. 
And one of the intellectual answers to them was that representatives of the community of 
philosophers and researchers of politics (both in the USSR and China) attempted to rethink the 
genesis, essence, and purpose of both the Marxist philosophical dialectical-materialist concept 
in general and dialectical and historical materialism in particular. Thus, philosophers and 
researchers of socio-political processes began to develop projects to modernize the Marxist 
doctrine, which by the 1950s became orthodox and scholastic, and in the ideology and public 
consciousness of the population of socialist countries until the end of the 1970s served as a 
metanarrative.1

1 It is also known to be not just a paradigm or a theoretical model recognized as the only correct by 
many scientists. It is, on the one hand, a concept that “claims universality and dominance in culture” 
and “legitimizes knowledge, various social institutions, a certain way of thinking,” and on the other, an 
ideology that “imposes a complex of ideas on society and culture,” “limiting, ordering and controlling, 
as indeed “committing” violence against people and their consciousness” (Korotchenko, 2001: 459). 
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Analysis and presentation of the main research

Taking into account, on the one hand, the extremely limited permissible volume of the 
article and, on the other hand, the large number of publications on the development of Marxist 
ideas in China, we will directly quote only two publications of Chinese authors, which, 
nevertheless, deeply analyzed the history of Marxism in China, reveals the logic and specifics 
of its modernization. 

In this case, for the most optimal research and a holistic understanding of the essence 
and specifics of theoretical and methodological approaches and narratives that are opposed 
in modern Chinese scientific philosophical and social science discourse and offer different, 
even mutually exclusive, answers to questions about the possibility, need and prospects of 
modernization of the version of the Marxist doctrine that has been developed in China since 
the middle of the twentieth century, but poorly studied by representatives of philosophical 
communities beyond its borders, it is necessary to use not interpretation actively, but citation. 
This methodological approach can ensure the authenticity and informational saturation of the 
conceptual representation of the set of ideas and epistemological attitudes that are known to 
researchers under the names Chinese Marxism and Chineseized Marxism. In addition, in our 
opinion, a wide range of theoretical models and author’s interpretations of the problem of 
modernization of Marxist philosophy and socio-political research in the current PRC, i.e., 
the boundaries of the subject field and basic epistemological installations, can be effectively 
systematically displayed through the analysis of paradigmatic alternatives. Such mutually 
exclusive options as a set of opposing – and often ideologized – theoretical assessments, 
generalizations, and recommendations allow us to get a clear idea of the permissible (Chinese 
researchers) limits and optimal directions of the renewal of Marxist philosophical doctrine and 
political and ideological doctrine in modern China. 

In the framework of our analysis, we will consider in detail the theoretical and methodological 
positions, ideas and recommendations proposed in the publications of two scientists from 
China – Sun Weiping and Li Junzhu. The materials of these researchers alternatively modeled 
almost a century-old logic and indicated the milestones in the development of Marxism in 
China as a unified system of philosophical and social scientific knowledge and cognition. Their 
structure was differently broken down conceptually and offered almost mutually exclusive 
answers to the question of the expediency and possible trends of modernization of Chinese 
Marxism. 

I. Theoretical reconstruction of trends and projects  
for the modernization of Marxist philosophy  

and social science in the PRC by Sun Weiping

According to our estimates, among a large number of publications by representatives of the 
current Chinese philosophical community, the article by Sun Weiping is of great interest in the 
historical, philosophical and theoretical aspects: Marxist philosophy in modern China. Status 
and trends of research.2 

First of all, it should be noted that in analyzing various innovative directions and emerging 
trends in reforming Marxist philosophical thought in the People’s Republic of China, 

2 The Russian translation of the article was published in 2017 in the journal Свободная мысль (Svo-
bodnaya Mysl), No. 4.
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Sun Weiping (unlike many of his colleagues in modern China and beyond) does not use the 
concept of Chineseized to explain the specifics of Chinese Marxism. In his analysis, he uses 
only the terms Chinese Marxism and Marxist philosophy in China.

Those initial attitudes on which Sun Weiping based and structured his analytical 
generalizations and developed a classification of innovative directions as projects for reforming 
the paradigmatic in China’s “dogmatic” and “scholastic” Marxist philosophical approach, but 
developed in the USSR in the 1930s of the twentieth century and prevailed in China until the 
late 1970s are formulated as follows. First, the general and main ideological prescription for 
modern Chinese modernism, according to Sun Weiping, is the recognition of the need for a 
“return to Marx,” “a new reading of it.” The reasons and motives of such a research attitude, he 
notes, are due to the realization by Chinese philosophers that “K. Marx considered philosophy 
to be an extract of the spirit of the era, the living soul of civilization.3 

Secondly, the researcher emphasizes that modern philosophers and social scientists in 
China eventually recognized the obvious. That is, in the 150 years since its creation, the 
philosophy of Marxism “has diverged greatly from the “spiritual extract of the era”” and “has 
not advanced new theoretical generalizations and conclusions.” In particular, the researcher 
argues, this applies to the “orthodox Marxist philosophy” that “developed in China.” It “was 
seriously influenced by the Soviet “Stalin’s philosophical system,” which “deviated far from 
the spiritual essence of Marx’s philosophy” and “distorted the true face of Marxist philosophy.” 

And thirdly, he notes that in China, since 1978, “theoretical research and practical search 
have been going in the conditions of socialism with Chinese specificity.” For this reason, 
scientific searches were based on “criticism of the “Stalinist” system of philosophy” (or, as 
it is called in China, the Diamat system of textbooks), as well as on the reflections of Chinese 
Marxist philosophers “on what philosophy in general and Marxist philosophy in particular is.” 
As a result, intellectual and socio-political challenges and inquiries of the new era required 
philosophers and social scientists in China to “re-examine the teachings of Marx” and enrich 
“Marxist philosophy taking into account the major issues of our time” (Sun Weiping, 2017). 

Meanwhile, Sun Weiping argues that the renewal of Chinese Marxism in the “spirit of the 
modern era” required not only “an in-depth study of the peculiarities and spiritual essence of 
Marxist philosophy, the study of its new forms,” but also the taking into account of “Chinese 
cultural traditions and the practice of real life.” In the end, he concludes, as a result of a 
practically oriented theoretical rethinking of Marxism and assessments of “the possibility 
of creating new forms of Marxist philosophy of the 21st century,” in Chinese philosophical 
discourse, “shoots of new forms of Marxist philosophy” emerged and conceptually formed 
innovative “trends in the development of modern Chinese Marxist philosophy” (Sun Weiping, 
2017).

Among them, within the framework of the problems of our analysis, of particular interest is 
the innovative trend, which is called by the Chinese philosopher as follows: Marxist philosophy 
as “dialectical materialism.” Characterizing the essence of such a modernization project, Sun 
Weiping emphasizes that his supporters “defend the traditional “system of textbooks” because 
of the “course of dialectical and historical materialism,” which was created “in the 30s of 
the twentieth century in the USSR” (read, proposed by I.V. Stalin in the Brief Course of the 
History of the CPSU (b), first edition of 1938) (Stalin, 1952; 574-600; Stalin, 1997: 253-282) 
takes as a model. According to the postulates of this orthodox (at the core of its Stalinist) 

3 By the way, it was from this idea of K. Marx that the creators of the Kyiv Philosophical School start-
ed in the early 1960s in their philosophical search (Tabachkovsky, 2002; Vilkov & Yarmolitska, 2020). 
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project, the subject of philosophy is the infinite material world, and “the understanding of 
Marxist philosophy boils down to the unity of materialism, reflecting the existence of the 
material world, and dialectics, reflecting the patterns of movement of the material world.” In 
addition, the initiators of the above-mentioned theoretical model of the renewal of Chinese 
Marxism based on the Soviet version of the interpretation of dialectical materialism (diamat) 
and historical materialism (istmat) clearly or implicitly become hostages to the Stalinist idea, 
which postulates that since “Marxist philosophy is a scientific worldview,” “it can only be a 
worldview of dialectical materialism” (Stalin, 1952: 574-602; Stalin, 1997: 253-282).

Concerning interpreting the essence and role of the istmat in the framework of the project 
mentioned above, Sun Weiping makes several theoretically important criticisms. First of 
all, he emphasizes that the orthodox, Lenin-Stalin version has no research prospects since 
it is limited in its ability to study global and regional processes of social development. For 
example, revealing the fundamental shortcomings of such an approach, the philosopher points 
out that if “and the history of society” appears to be “only a limited area of the movement of 
the universe” and, thus, is understood as “its extremely short stage,” it becomes inevitable 
that the theoretical model of historical materialism (as it was typical for the axiomatics of 
the Lenin-Stalin interpretation) “can only be the extension of dialectical materialism” to the 
area of phenomena of public life (Lenin, 1977: 415-426; Lenin, 1980: 415-422; Stalin, 1952: 
574-602; Stalin, 1997: 253-282). Thus, such an important, even primary for Chinese Marxism, 
applied aspect of philosophical knowledge and knowledge will be limited by the prescription: 
“the theory of practice is only a small part of the view of history and therefore is an integral 
part of dialectical materialism” (Sun Weiping, 2017). 

In his publication, Sun Weiping emphasizes that Chinese philosophers criticize the project 
of Marxist philosophy “as a dialectical materialism” for its excessive scientism, abstractness, 
scholasticism, and lack of any interest in the problems of human existence. In modern Chinese 
Marxism, he states, this approach not only “defends the views of traditional textbooks” but 
also, because of its conservatism and “due to its inherent internal contradictions,” is subject to 
“very serious and sharp criticism.” At the same time, summing up the critical arguments, the 
researcher notes that since the supporters of the allegedly innovative Diamat project “ignore 
the subjectivity of man and his role” in their own existence, they do not take into account the 
importance of “choice, creation and creativity in human life,” the influence of his values and 
freedoms, the opponents of such Marxism absolutely legitimately point to the lack of humanism 
in it and the focus on solving practical problems. Ultimately, Sun Weiping concludes, the 
project of modernizing Marxist philosophy as dialectical materialism has no prospects. And 
mainly because its implementation will not lead to any meaningful and spiritually consistent 
filling of the doctrine of man. 

From the theoretical and methodological point of view, Sun Weiping notes, the causes of 
antihumanism, and in general, the cognitive limitations of the innovative version of Marxist 
philosophy – identified with the diamante – are initially predetermined by the fact that its 
initiators and adherents, firstly, “present philosophy as knowledge, similar to scientific theory,” 
secondly, unify “the view of nature” and “the view of society and history” (Sun Weiping, 
2017).  

In addition, in the general theoretical aspect, supporters of the Diamat modernization 
of Marxism, “ignoring a number of subjective factors” and “especially irrational and 
psychological,” become hostages of the scientific-philosophical (almost Cartesian) model of 
total determinism and rationalism in explaining human activity (Sun Weiping, 2017). When 
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revealing the theoretical weaknesses of such a philosophical concept, Sun Weiping critically 
observes that it “propagates necessity but ignores chance,” and within the framework of 
social science inevitably comes to the absolutization of the role of the class factor both in the 
historical process and in the life of an individual. 

However, the Chinese philosopher is convinced that “human problems, socio-historical 
problems, as well as problems of social practice, are not class in Marxist philosophy,” they 
are not “private issues” in it and, on the contrary, “are of a general principle nature, permeate 
its entirety.” Thus, he argues, the Diamat deterministic philosophical model proposed by 
modern Chinese researchers (as an option for modernizing orthodox Marxism) is theoretically 
erroneous and unpromising. Moreover, such “philosophy is not of the same order as Marx’s 
philosophical texts. The final Sun Weiping assessment of the essence of such philosophical 
modernization is extremely negative. It reads: “Without taking into account the person and 
his practical activity, not considering the problem from the point of view of subjectivity, not 
adhering to this principle in philosophy, not taking into account relativism and chance, it 
is impossible to create a holistic picture of the world and provide for its transformation an 
effective theoretical weapon (emphasis added. – Author)” (Sun Weiping, 2017).

According to the estimates of Sun Weiping, among the main directions of modernization 
of the orthodox Marxist (and in fact still Lenin-Stalin) philosophical and theoretical model 
offered in publications by representatives of the modern philosophical community in China, 
there was that to which he gives the name Marxist philosophy as historical materialism. 

However, in our view, this approach is also not innovative. Its entire novelty lies only in 
the unorthodox nature of the task at hand. It boils down only to excluding from the totality of 
problems and questions traditionally emanating from Marxist, Marxist-Leninist philosophy 
(cognition and theoretical modelling of the development of nature, society, consciousness, 
cognition, etc.) the problematics of dialectical materialism and limiting the subject area to the 
study of the processes of social life. In addition, it is prescribed to study society and its history 
not in all aspects and manifestations, not in the variety of structural and functional features of 
the subsystems of society, not in the complexity of the laws and multilevel nature of its object-
subject relations and interrelationships, but exclusively from the standpoint of the theoretical 
and methodological prescriptions of Marxist political-economic theory, which is a purely 
objective-deterministic model of the functioning and development of society, completely 
ignores the role of subjective factors (phenomena of individual and mass consciousness, the 
activities of individuals, etc.4).

4 After Marxism became the dominant ideological current in the political thought of Europe in the last 
quarter of the nineteenth century, as well as an influential ideological doctrine of European and Russian 
social democracy, many of its ideological leaders began to criticize the Marxist doctrine for allegedly 
absolutizing the role in the functioning and development of a society of objective people independent of 
will and consciousness, factors and patterns (economic basis, a system of industrial relations, etc.). For 
this reason, F. Engels (after the death of K. Marx) was forced to give additional theoretical explanations 
and oppose the accusations of Marxism in total “economic determinism.” First of all, these are his so-
called “Letters on Historical Materialism” (Engels, 1980), written in the 1890s – 1894 by such influential 
European political thinkers and ideologues as K. Schmidt, I. Bloch, F. Mehring, V. Borgius. (Engels 
Letters published in volumes 37 and 39 of the 2nd edition of the Collections of Works by K. Marx and 
F. Engels). Let us also recall here that G.V. Plekhanov, the “father” of Russian Marxism and the So-
cial-Democratic Movement in Russia, opposed the accusations of Marxism in economic reductionism 
or determinism in the modelling of socio-historical processes at the turn of the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries. In particular, according to the Marxist interpretation of social determinism, the theoretical 
meaning is represented by his works: On the role of the individual in history (the first publication – 
in 1898); “Something about history”; “On the materialist understanding of history”; “On the economic 
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Thus, succinctly characterizing the essence of the basic research attitude of those Chinese 
philosophers who aimed to modernise Marxist philosophy by creating the concept of “historical 
materialism” from it, SunWeiping writes: “The proponents of this approach argue that Marx 
concretized” practice “into the practice of industrial work and, on this basis, into the practice 
of mankind and, therefore, created historical materialism. In their view, only modern practice, 
which is based on the material development of a particular historical and real society, is the 
true beginning of Marx’s new worldview. Marx’s materialism reveals the movement of human 
history through the movement of the economy; the meaning of “a new reading of Marx,” “a 
return to Marx” – not just a commentary on his texts Marx, but a new clarification of the value 
of his ideas in accordance with the movement of the history of modern society” (Sun Weiping, 
2017). 

Indeed, K. Marx (of course, with the active participation of F. Engels, which philosophers 
of the twenty-first century often forget or do not know, including Marxists) developed 
a theoretical model of world history and social development as a progressive, natural and 
directed change of socioeconomic formations, completely determined by the interaction 
and revolutionary resolution of contradictions between the productive forces of society and 
the existing production relations in it (ownership, exchange, distribution and consumption). 
With the help of such a theoretical construction or modelling, the founders of Marxism were 
singled out in the history of humankind, and the primitive-communal, enslaved person, feudal, 
capitalist and communist (with its two phases – socialism and communism proper) formations 
were characterized.

Meanwhile, Marx and Engels analyzed in-depth and in detail, mainly the primitive-
communal, feudal and capitalist formations. Whereas in their writings, the revolutionary 
transition from capitalist society to the first phase of the communist formation (socialism), 
as well as the characterization of the logic of the functioning and development of communist 
society, were considered rather fragmentarily and characterized mainly in the aspect of ideas 
about the ideal organization of public life. In fact, in the works of the founders of Marxism 
(first of all, in the Principles of Communism by F. Engels of 1947 and the jointly written 
Manifesto of the Communist Party, 1848), one can find only very abstract, rough sketches of 
the theoretical vision of the way or causal mechanism of building a communist society, the 
system of principles and norms of its functioning (social, economic, political, moral, etc.). 
Therefore, it should be especially noted that V.I. Lenin and his Marxist followers in Russia 
and the USSR characterized the theoretical achievements of K. Marx and F. Engels in the 
creation of a revolutionary socio-political doctrine that justified the collapse of bourgeois 
society and the objective-historical inevitability of its revolutionary transition to a communist 
socioeconomic formation, stated in their works that the founders of Marxism developed the 
theory of scientific socialism (Lenin, 1980: 415-424; Aleksandrov, 1946: 463-481).5

Thus, it can be admitted that if the goal is to modernize the philosophy of Marxism by 
turning it only into a theory of historical materialism, it will not be a “revival of Marx” but a 

factor. The final edition”; “On the materialistic understanding of history” (Plekhanov, 1956: 195-334), 
which had a great influence in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries on the formation of phil-
osophical ideas and political beliefs of both Western European and Russian Marxists, determined the 
nature and direction of the ideological polemics between numerous ideological currents in Marxism and 
the social-democratic movement.

5 Let us give a convincing example from the 1909 Leninist work On the Attitude of the Workers’ Party 
to Religion. According Lenin, “Social-Democracy (including the Leninist party RSDRP (b). – Аuthor) 
builds its worldview on scientific socialism, i.e., Marxism” (Lenin, 1980: 7).
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repetition of the postulates of Lenin and Stalin. After all, it was in their works, elevated to the 
rank of absolute truth in Soviet and to a large extent in Chinese philosophy and social sciences 
of the period of the late 1930s – early 1960s, that postulates and theoretical and methodological 
attitudes of cognition and explanations of social-historical processes were formulated, not on 
the basis of classical standards, categorical apparatus and methodology of socio-philosophical 
or philosophical-historical doctrines, but exclusively on the use of attitudes, axiomatics and 
meanings-means of the concepts of the political-economic theory of Marxism, including some 
political and ideological prescriptions of the doctrine of the CPSU or the SSR that are relevant 
at one time or another.

Another fundamental disadvantage and theoretical limitation of the implementation of 
the project of transforming the entire Marxist philosophy only into the concept of historical 
materialism is indicated by the Chinese researcher himself. He emphasizes: “The project 
of “historical materialism” is criticized for favoring one side over the whole. So, if Marxist 
philosophy is historical materialism, where to place its view of nature, dialectics, epistemology, 
and theory of values? How do I put them in the system? Faced with such criticism, the project’s 
proponents advanced the concept of “historical materialism” in a broad sense to explain to 
them the philosophical systems associated with the existence of the universe, nature, and 
society. But is it possible to create “historical materialism in the broad sense”? If there was a 
departure from the socio-historical approach in its content, then what is the point of adhering 
to the category of “historical materialism”?” (Sun Weiping, 2017). 

In addition to the unpromising trend or direction of the renewal of Chinese Marxism 
within the framework of the Lenin-Stalin, more widely Soviet Marxist-Leninist Diamat-
Istmat paradigm, Sun Weiping identifies and summarizes several more innovative trends. 
Some of them are similar to those that were characteristic of Soviet Marxism in the second 
half of the 1960s – 1980s (Vilkov, 2021; 2020; Vilkov & Yarmolitska, 2020; Popovych, 2009; 
Tabachkovsky, 2002). First of all, such trends and their programs include those which the 
Chinese philosopher gives the names: Marxist philosophy as a doctrine about man, Marxist 
philosophy as “practical materialism,” Marxist philosophy as “practical anthropologism,” 
Marxist philosophy is “philosophy of values” (Sun Weiping, 2017).

Summarizing the above, we only note that of the eight projects identified and analyzed 
by Sun Weiping, now proposed during the intensification of the process of modernization of 
philosophy and the complex social sciences in China, the developers of two of them offer not 
a correction of Marxist doctrine, but a radical transformation of its ideological-theoretical 
and worldview foundations. Their real goal is the transformation of Marxism, orthodox 
Marxism-Leninism, through direct borrowing from incompatible or even alternative (in fact, 
anti-Marxist) theoretical and methodological prescriptions, ideas, ideals and values. Or, in 
other terms, they propose reforming the Marxist doctrine on the meringue of axiomatics and 
the system of values that are systemically forming in some influential currents and schools in 
the Western philosophical thought of the late nineteenth – first half of the twentieth centuries. 
As for the names of these innovative or modernization directions, which are now offered by 
representatives of the Chinese community of philosophers and social scientists, Sun Weiping 
gives the names: “Marxist philosophy as a “philosophy of life”” and “Marxist philosophy is a 
philosophy of existence” (Sun Weiping, 2017). 
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II. Theoretical reconstruction of the process of Chineseization  
of Marxism by Li Junzhu

A very vivid and illustrative example of general and historical-philosophical concepts and 
ideological preferences that are alternative to those described in the article by the philosopher 
Sun Weiping, but are quite typical, especially for representatives of the community of social 
scientists and historians of politics in China and beyond (primarily in Ukraine and the Russian 
Federation), can be the publication of Li Junzhu.6 Her article has a very characteristic title, 
On the main issues of the Chineseization of Marxism, and in it, the researcher offers a detailed 
justification that the entire development of Marxist thought in China is nothing else than 
its Chineseization, which is a theoretical innovation not only for China, but for the entire 
development of Marxism (Li Junzhu, 2017). 

Li Junzhu considers Mao Zedong to be the ancestor of the Chineseization trend. In her 
opinion, it was he “in October 1938 at the 6th plenary session of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of the 6th convocation,” that is, “at the beginning of the anti-Japanese war,” 
“put forward the idea of “Chineseization of Marxism.” To confirm her thesis, she quotes the 
report of the Chinese leader at the Plenary of the Party, which states: “There is no such thing 
as abstract Marxism, there is only concrete Marxism (…) It is necessary to apply Marxism to 
wrestling in concrete conditions of China instead of (…) abstractly. If the Communists, who 
are part of the great Chinese people, (…) treat Marxism in isolation from the peculiarities of 
China, it will be abstract, emasculated Marxism. Therefore, the Chineseization of Marxism 
means that in all its manifestations, it proceeds from the Chinese specificity, in other words, to 
learn how to apply Marxism in accordance with the peculiarities of China – this is a task that 
the whole party must immediately understand and solve. “In general, he believes that in the late 
1920s-1930s, Mao and his closest associates were ideologically motivated by the conviction 
that “the Marxism born in the West, whose main task was to resolve the contradictions between 
the proletariat and the bourgeoisie, needs to be adapted to the conditions of China,” whose 
social-class structure is fundamentally different from the industrialized Western countries (Li 
Junzhu, 2017).

Meanwhile, the Chinese researcher, contrary to Mao’s strategic goal of the Chineseization 
of Marxism, has encountered great difficulties of a political and ideological nature to implement 
it in the context of the national liberation war of the Chinese people and the process of state and 
socialist construction initiated by the CPC. And the fact is that the success of the national and 
social liberation struggle of the Chinese people, respectively, the possibility of the activity of 
the leadership of the Communist Party of China, depended directly on the military, financial, 
economic, technical, etc. assistance of the USSR, and therefore also on the ideology of 
internationalism, the sacred principles of which were dictated and strongly defended not only 
by the leadership of the CPSU and the USSR but also by the Comintern functioning in it (or the 
III International, dissolved on May 15, 1943). Against this background, Chinese communist 
leaders feared being accused of nationalist, anti-Sovietism, and pro-capitalist deviation (as 
happened to Yugoslavia’s political and state leadership after the Informburo resolution7 in 
1948) and temporarily refused to publicly declare the strategy and slogan of “Chineseization of 

6 Judging by the source base, terminology and style of presentation of article material, its preferences 
in citing certain personalities – a specialist in the history of the USSR. The Russian articles of Li Junzhu 
and Sun Weiping were published in 2017 in the journal “Свободная мысль,” No. 4. 

7 The Information Bureau of the Communist and Workers’ Parties, as the governing and coordinating 
body of the international communist movement, operated until April 1956.
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Marxism.”8 In the latter case, it is quite indicative, Li Junzhu reminds, that “when publishing 
the Selected Works of Mao Zedong (in the USSR, in Russian in 1952) in the text of the speech 
included in it “The Place of the Communist Party of China in the National War” the phrase 
“Chineseization of Marxism” was replaced by a more ideologically neutral – “the application 
of Marxism in the conditions of China” (emphasis added. – Author)” (Li Junzhu, 2017). 

A new and more decisive stage in the process of Chineseization of Marxism, notes 
Li Junzhu, can be considered speech by Mao Zedong at the 9th Plenum Plenum of the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party of the 11th convocation in January 1961 (that is, in the 
new conditions – in the situation of a sharp deterioration in relations with the CPSU and the 
USSR, which were headed at that time by N.S. Khrushchev). In his speech, Mao stated: “The 
so-called Chineseization of Marxism is the combination of the universal truth of Marxism 
with the concrete practice of the Chinese revolution (emphasis added. – Author).” Thus, the 
researcher notes, Mao Zedong urged Chinese Marxists to dialectically connect one universal 
(the axiomatics of Marxist doctrine) and one concrete (the practice of the Chinese revolution), 
the union of these two things and called Chineseization (emphasis added. – Author)” 
(Li Junzhu, 2017).

Ultimately, assessing the specifics of the process of developing and introducing into 
scientific and political-ideological discourses the concept and concept of “Chineseized 
Marxism” and then the theoretical model and ideology of socialism with Chinese specificity, 
Li Junzhu concludes: “Practice has confirmed that the nomination the task of Mao Zedong 
of “Chineseization of Marxism” was right.” Later, his companion Deng Xiaoping, “having 
seriously summarized the historical experience of the socialist movement in our country and 
in the world,” on the basis of already Chineseized Marxism, firstly, “put forward a scientific 
task – “to go his own way, to build socialism with Chinese specificity,” and secondly, the 
completely new practice of socialism confirmed and verified the correctness of the idea of 
Chineseization of Marxism (emphasis added. – Author)” (Li Junzhu, 2017). 

According to Li Junzhu, the next stage in the Chineseization of Marxism, defined as the 
newest fruit in its development, was the beginning of the 21st century, when the leaders of the 
USSR, “guided by the principle of “practice – the criterion of truth,” again used the wording 
“Chineseization of Marxism” and “Chineseized Marxism.” For example, Jiang Zemin, 
a researcher, in her speech on the occasion of the 80th anniversary of the founding of the 
Communist Party of China (July 1, 2001), “first used the term “Chineseized Marxism” to 
describe Mao Zedong ideas and Deng Xiaoping theory.” Subsequently, on September 26 of 
the same year, but already in the “Decision of the Central Committee of the Communist Party 
of China on Strengthening and Improving the Construction of the Party’s Style of Work,” the 
“requirement to “continuously promote the Chineseization of Marxism” was declared, and after 

8 Explaining the reasons for this behavior of the USSR leadership, Li Junzhu writes: “The USSR 
did not use the phrase “Chineseization of Marxism” for a long time to avoid misinterpretation by the 
CPSU and not to be accused of nationalism. (…) In the years when Cominform criticized Yugoslav na-
tionalism, it was believed that Yugoslavia’s representatives in the Communist movement often diverged 
from the CPSU. The different types of nationalism could not be properly separated at that time. And the 
CPC, having put forward the idea of Chineseization of Marxism, emphasizes that the Chinese Commu-
nist Party proceeds from the practice of China solving all the most important problems on the basis of 
independence and sovereignty, exercises, in fact, the independence, liberation and development of the 
Chinese nation. When Mao Zedong led the revolution, he often stressed the need to combine our patrio-
tism with proletarian internationalism. We cannot reject the banner of patriotism because of suspicions of 
such nationalism, and we cannot, emphasizing patriotism, condone narrow nationalism in the same way 
(emphasis added. – Author)” (Li Junzhu, 2017).
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the XVI Congress of the Communist Party of China in 2002, the phrase “Chineseization of 
Marxism” was frequently used in the Communist Party of China (emphasis added. – Author)” 
(Li Junzhu, 2017). 

The clearest and specifically ideological guidelines and priorities, meanings and goals 
of the process of Chineseization of Marxism as a philosophy and socio-political theory, 
according to Li Junzhu, were defined by Hu Jintao,9 who proclaimed: “In the education 
and retraining of personnel, it is necessary to be guided by Marxism-Leninism, the ideas of 
Mao Zedong, the theory of Deng Xiaoping (according to which “under socialism, it is possible 
to develop a market economy.” – Author.) and the ideas of “triple representation” (ideas of 
Jiang Zemin. – Аuthor.), fully implement the scientific concept of development, to put the 
study and dissemination of the latest results of the Chineseization of Marxism at the center 
of work (emphasis added. – Author), to make efforts to ensure that the broad masses of party 
workers could properly master the scientific content and spiritual essence of the results of 
the development of the theory of Marxism in China, armed themselves with this knowledge, 
guided by this in practice and in work” (Li Junzhu, 2017). 

According to the historical and theoretical reconstruction of Li Junzhu, within the 
framework of the model of Chineseized Marxism (as a process and the constantly evolving 
result of its nationalization), there is one basic principle and three theoretical requirements, the 
“scientific content” of which cannot be identified. “It is necessary – emphasizes the researcher 
from China – to distinguish the concepts of “Chineseization of Marxism” and “Chineseized 
Marxism.” The first is the principle and requirements that the theoreticians of Marxism in 
China should adhere to in their theoretical work. The second is the results obtained in the 
process of Chineseization of Marxism (emphasis added. – Author)” (Li Junzhu, 2017). 

According to our estimates, the main and only guiding scientific principle of Chinese 
Marxism is proclaimed by the classical Marxist-Leninist philosophical postulate about the 
unity of theory and practice. However, in the version as it was formulated in the work of 
Mao Zedong (1941), Let’s rebuild our studies. Its prescription, which has become systemic 
and paradigmatic in Chinese philosophy and socio-political research since the 1960s, states 
that Marxism cannot be interpreted abstractly, dogmatically, but that “the union of Marxism 
with Chinese practice is necessary.” Theoretically and methodologically, the program of 
nationalized (i.e., Chineseized) Marxism in the People’s Republic of China, respectively the 
meanings of its principle, is determined by the axiom postulating that “practice” has two sides. 
One is historical experience, and the other is reality. Moreover, the study of the real state 
of affairs by Chinese Marxist scholars, politicians and ideologues is recognized as the most 
important” (Li Junzhu, 2017). 

As for the three theoretical requirements, according to Li Junzhu, their semantic 
prescriptions are, firstly, “the use of Marxism to study and solve the problems of China, 
including the use of Marxism to study and generalize the historical experience of China’s 
development” and “the use of Marxism to study and generalize the laws of the movement of 

9 Comes from Komsomol structures. China, unlike the USSR, from the very moment of its creation, 
had and still has political autonomy from the Communist Party, its own considerable economic resources, 
large-scale social base and foreign policy relations. Often, Komsomol members oppose the leadership 
and authorities of the CPC on socioeconomic, political, ideological, etc., issues, especially when rep-
resentatives of the Chinese Communist Party head it. 1984-1985s Hu Jintao was the first secretary of 
the Central Committee of the Communist Youth Union of China. From 2002-to 2012, he was General 
Secretary of the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party, Chairman of the People’s Republic 
of China and the Central Military Council. 
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social contradictions in China.” The second theoretical-philosophical, the more particular, 
specific theoretical-methodological requirement is that it is necessary “to generalize the rich 
experience that has developed in China in the practice of revolution and construction and 
through a profound comparison with the experience of foreign countries, to raise it to the 
theoretical level, to replenish the Marxist theoretical system.” Lastly, the “third theoretical 
requirement” prescribes a peculiar but fundamental nationalization of Marxist philosophy. Or, 
as the Chinese researcher herself puts it: “It is necessary to express Marxism in national form, 
including language, “pleasant to the ears and joyful to the eyes of the people” it is necessary to 
Sinicize Marxism not only in content, but also inform (emphasis added. – Author)” (Li Junzhu, 
2017). 

Thus, Li Junzhu announces that “the Chineseization of Marxism” is “the general line 
of theoretical renewal of the USSR,” and “the results of the Chineseization of Marxism are 
the theoretical results of solving major problems of China by Marxists (emphasis added. – 
Author)” (Li Junzhu, 2017).  

Describing the attributive dialectical feature of the development of Marxism on Chinese 
soil, Li Junzhu writes that the process of Chineseization of Marxism is nothing more than a 
“two-way process of interaction of Marxism with the practice of China. This is the process of 
leading the theory of practice and the process of increasing practical experience to the level 
of theory. For Marxism, this is the process of answering questions and solving problems put 
forward by Chinese practice and defending and developing Marxist theory in practice. The 
researcher emphasizes that with this approach, “the theory encounters the practice of China, 
guides it and at the same time penetrates deeply into the practice and cannot be separated 
from the practice” (emphasis added. – Author) (Li Junzhu, 2017). In turn, the tasks of the 
theory (and, of course, the compartmentalized doctrine based on it), explains Li Junzhu, are 
to study the real contradictions and reveal the true essence of the facts from the conceptual 
and scientific-philosophical standpoints of Marxism, then also to overcome dogmatism and 
scholasticism, that is, to promote the emancipation of consciousness. In addition, Chinese 
Marxist theoretical thought, oriented towards a deep and comprehensive study of the practice 
previously transformed by it, should be constantly and specifically aimed at “search and 
innovation.” It is obliged to find “answers to questions and solve problems put forward by 
the practice of China” and “take the courage and master the ability to conduct theoretical 
generalizations and put forward theoretical innovations” (Li Junzhu, 2017).

Answering the topical and difficult question for all currents in Marxism of the second 
half of the twentieth and early twenty-first centuries about the tasks and prospects of its 
modernization (both as a philosophical doctrine and as a political-ideological doctrine, as well 
as a socioeconomic strategy), Li Junzhu offers a surprisingly simple, and even tautological 
formula. Through such a construction, it merely declares that since Chinese Marxism, initially 
and attributively, is a scientific innovation, develops as a continuously and purposefully 
updated theory based on the study and understanding of theoretically modelled practical 
transformations in the PRC and the world, is based on a critical analysis of the consequences 
of the practical implementation of the theoretical ideas of Chinese scientists and politicians, 
such a theoretical model and analytical approach do not need any updating, modernization. 

Very concisely, the above idea (which seems to be very hypothetical), which proclaims 
that Chinese Marxism does not need any modernization, boils down, in fact, to a single 
thesis, declarative postulation. Although, let us note that and with some stylistic variety of its 
formulations. Namely, Li Junzhu declares, “The process of Chineseization of Marxism is the 
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process of development of Marxism in China.” Or he argues: “The Chineseization of Marxism 
inherently includes its modernization.” In general, such postulation is unambiguous and will 
allow the researcher from China to draw the following categorical (from the point of view of 
any critical philosophy, which includes Marxism) conclusion. “I believe,” she says, “that in 
the idea of “Chineseization of Marxism” already requires its “modernization,” and therefore, 
there is no need to add relevant terms to the phrase “Chineseization of Marxism” (emphasis 
added. – Author)” (Li Junzhu, 2017). 

At the same time, substantiating the historical significance of theoretical and socio-
political tasks, thereby, and the greatness of the achievements in the process of Chineseization 
of Marxism and the creation of new realities in the life of the Chinese society and politics 
(including an assessment of the special personal merits of the leaders of the USSR and the 
PRC in all this), Li Junzhu uses classical Marxist issues as a model or way of structuring. That 
is, facing any Marxist school, its ideologists and political leaders, the world-historical and 
two-pronged problem – the need to solve in each country, for each national community, the 
so-called “national and social issues.” “Since the creation of the USSR,” the researcher writes 
in the sense of the axiomatics of the Marxist-Leninist socio-philosophical theory and political 
doctrine, “it has been necessary to solve two historical tasks of China’s recent history – to 
achieve national independence and liberation of the people; to ensure the prosperity and 
strength of the state, and to ensure the general increase in the standard of people’s lives; the 
second task can be solved only after the solution of the first one (emphasis added. – Author).” 
However, according to the reconstruction done by Li Junzhu, in the Chinese historical version, 
the theoretical, political, ideological, and practical solution of two different tasks was carried 
out by creating one single totality, i.e., through the development and practical implementation 
of the model of “socialism with Chinese characteristics” (Li Junzhu, 2017).  

Explaining the logic of ideas and characterizing the peculiarities of their implementation in 
practice, as well as giving his assessment of the outstanding contribution to the development 
of Chinese Marxism on national grounds and the fundamental revolutionary transformations 
in China of the leaders of his Communist Party, Li Junzhu emphasizes: “To solve the first 
historical task facing the Chinese nation, the USSR conducted the first “union” of Marxism with 
the practice of China,” for which it “made the first theoretical leap,” because it “developed the 
theory of a new democracy,” the main creator of which was Mao Zedong. “To solve the second 
historical problem of the Chinese nation,” she argues, “the USSR held a second “connection” 
of Marxism with the practice of China, began a second theoretical leap: it created the theory of 
socialism with Chinese characteristics (emphasis added. – Author).” “The search for socialism 
with Chinese characteristics,” notes the researcher, “began with Mao Zedong in the 1950s, 
when the socialist path was being thought out on the basis of Chinese practice.” However, 
Li Junzhu admits: “due to mistakes in the governing ideology, these searches failed, but left 
us with a precious ideological legacy. The main creator of this theory (socialism with Chinese 
specifics/characteristics. – Author) was Deng Xiaoping. He inherited the unfinished work of 
Mao Zedong and its ideological richness, summarized the historical experience of the world 
and Chinese socialist movement and the new experience of reform and political openness, and 
led the party and the people, opening the path of socialism with Chinese specifics, creating 
the theory of socialism with Chinese characteristics (emphasis added. – author)” (Li Junzhu, 
2017). 

In general, he sums up his study of Li Junzhu, despite theoretical difficulties in developing 
the scientific concept of socialism with Chinese specificity, as well as the mistakes of intellectual 
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and political elites in its implementation and correction, Chinese Communists (“whose main 
representative, in her opinion, was Jiang Zemin), “faced with the changes that took place  at the 
turn of the century (XX-XX. – Author) in the world and in China,” nevertheless “put forward 
new tasks of the party and state work.” These strategic goals and programmatic orientations 
of development were themselves defined on the basis of the meanings of the “idea of triple 
representation” formulated by Jiang Zemin and his associates, which thereby made a “new 
contribution to the theory of socialism with Chinese specificity.” Shortly thereafter, “since 
the 16th Congress of the USSR,” “led by Secretary-General Hu Jintao,” the USSR Central 
Committee, emphasizes Li Junzhu, “based on the new practice of a new stage of development 
in the new century, has advanced a strategic ideology of scientific development, further 
enriching the theory of socialism with Chinese specificity” (Li Junzhu, 2017). 

Li Junzhu ends his interpretation of the national essence and history of the formation 
of Chinese Marxism in an extremely pathetic way. The content and style of the passage-
conclusion of the Chinese researcher scarcely meet the standards of scientist, ideologically 
unbiased research and scientific theoretical generalizations. Their specificity makes them 
more suitable for public speeches at party events or Communist documents than for scientific 
publications. “Although this theoretical leap (in the improvement of the concept of socialism 
with Chinese specificity as the last achievement in the Chineseization of Marxism. – Author) 
is not yet complete, – declaratively declares the researcher from China, – but from the creation 
of the theory of Deng Xiaoping to the emergence of ideas of “triple representation” and to the 
introduction of the concept of scientific development by the XVI Congress, through all these 
strategic concepts passes one thread: socialism with Chinese specificity. This is the main theme 
of all the theories and practices of modern Chinese communists.” Now, however, Li Junzhu 
pathetically argues, “there are programs around it (programs for building socialism with 
Chinese specificity. – Aauthor), theoretical views are already a scientific system. Therefore, 
Hu Jintao, in a report to the XVII Congress of the USSR, pointed out: “The theoretical system 
of socialism with Chinese specificity is a scientific theoretical system that includes such major 
strategic ideas as the theory of Deng Xiaoping, important ideas of triple representation and a 
scientific concept of development (emphasis added. – Author)” (Li Junzhu, 2017). 

Conclusions

As evidenced by the content of publications of representatives of the modern scientific 
community of philosophers and researchers of politics in the PRC, their interpretation 
and theoretical assessments of the complex processes of the development of Marxism in 
this republic, including modelling and forecasting of possible and necessary trends of its 
modernization, are limited in the subject area by the national, i.e., Chinese specificity. In China 
and beyond, it was called Chineseized Marxism.

An essential theoretical-methodological and historical-philosophical disadvantage of this 
approach is that the genesis of Marxist doctrine (in its philosophical and political components) 
is studied in the PRC autonomously, almost in isolation from those innovative and influential 
currents, directions and schools in Marxism that has been formed and developed in the USSR, 
Europe and the United States since the second half of the twentieth century. Thus, attempts to 
comprehend the essence and genesis of the general and socio-philosophical Marxist dialectical-
materialist theory within the framework of purely intra-Chinese discourse and, especially, 
within the history of socialist China, largely determine that various projects to modernize 
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Marxism are focused only on updating its orthodox Lenin-Stalin model. That is, attempts at 
modernization by Chinese scientists of Marxism formed in their country are made without 
taking into account Soviet, post-Soviet, and Western ideological, theoretical-methodological, 
ideological and ideological innovations, which were a denial of primitivism, scholasticism, and 
orthodoxy of Marxism-Leninism, ensured its significant conceptual and value renewal, some 
de-ideological nation, as well as adaptation to the realities, current challenges and demands of 
the modern world. 

Undoubtedly, the unique political history of China in the past century was manifested in 
the fact that the Stalinist model of Marxist philosophy, theoretically-methodologically and 
philosophically based on dialectical and historical materialism, became not just a paradigm 
but a metanarrative by the end of the 1970s in this country. It dominated the system of 
philosophical and socio-political knowledge and cognition in PRC, isolated from external 
ideological influences, and greatly influenced the prescriptions of the Communist political-
ideological doctrine. 

Therefore, in the process of implementing the socioeconomic and political strategy of the 
CPC, based on the principles of market economy and the principles of a liberalized system of 
political representation (that is, at the stage of building socialism with Chinese specificity and 
in the conditions of openness to the Western world and its values), the scientific community of 
philosophers and political scientists in the People’s Republic of China naturally faced the problem 
of modernizing the Marxist doctrine. In essence, it boiled down to the following: for political and 
ideological reasons, it was impossible to abandon the Marxist doctrine, but its Stalinist version 
was completely outdated since it could not explain and theoretically legitimize the goals and 
objectives of fundamental and large-scale reforms in China put forward by the CPC. 

The solution to this problem required a critical reflection on and reappraisal of the 
achievements and shortcomings of orthodox Marxism (i.e., the Stalin-Leninist Diamat-
Istmat model) as it was formed and dominated in China. Secondly, the development of 
projects for its modernization (as clearly demonstrated by Sun Weiping, as well as trends 
in the development of Marxism-Leninism in the USSR during the 1960s – 1980s) could be 
carried out only through its slight correction. That is its structural transformation, thematic 
innovation, and some ideological borrowings from non-Marxist philosophical teachings of 
the twentieth century. And thirdly, the solution to the problem of modernization of Chinese 
Marxism allowed as non-radical – on the fact of apologetic (in the tradition of preservation 
of the face) – the version of its non-standard, nationally oriented reading and interpretation, 
which, in turn, required a new name to fix its uniqueness, difference from all other versions 
of Marxist doctrine. The essence of this approach was the recognition of Chinese Marxism as 
such a theory, the attribute of which is the capacity for inherent development and continuous 
modernization (as, for example, Li Junzhu did). In general, the solution to the problem was 
that Chinese Marxism began to be interpreted as a special, national form of Marxist doctrine. 
And for the theoretical validity and reasoning of this, the concept of Chineseized Marxism was 
introduced into the scientific circulation, and the literature popularized.

It should also be noted that the characteristic feature of the processes of the development 
of Marxism in the People’s Republic of China at the end of the twentieth and beginning of the 
twenty-first centuries (in contrast to the late Soviet, post-Soviet Western studies), is their formal 
de-ideologicalization, emphasized scientism. It manifests itself in the fact that philosophers 
and researchers of politics in China, analyzing the postulates and components of the frequent 
Marxist teachings and, especially, the specifics of the history and theory of Marxism in this 
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country, hardly offer their characteristics of the ideological functions of Chinese or Chinese 
Marxism, as well as avoid their ideological assessments (as was the case, for example, in the 
USSR before the beginning of perestroika).
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Philosophical and Cultural differences between China and Ukraine 
during the construction of the Belt and Road Initiative

An important factor affecting people-to-people and cultural exchanges between China and 
Ukraine in the progress of the Belt and Road Initiative construction is the difference in cultural 
traditions between the two sides (Rudenko & Liashenko, 2020). First, China has its own 
ancient civilisation, arming itself with Confucianism and believing in loyalty, benevolence, 
righteousness and propriety; Central and Eastern Europe is a branch of Western civilisation, 
which has its own religious beliefs in the way of thinking different from Chinese culture. The 
Chinese people accept the baptism of the historical evolution of Chinese civilisation, and the 
people of Ukraine take the influence of each stage of their culture. The differences between 
the two cultural traditions, on the one hand, make it difficult for the two civilisations to meet 
and integrate.

© Xu, Jidan, 2022
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Religious identity is an essential constituent element of national identity, and it is significant 
to the construction of a stable national identity. The current religious environment in Ukraine 
is complex, and the confrontation in the religious environment has deep historical roots and 
is closely related to the country’s ethnic factors and regionalization. The problem of religious 
identity in Ukraine is mainly manifested in three aspects: First, the competition between the 
Orthodox Church and the Catholic Church, the two largest denominations in Ukraine, has 
resulted in the diversity of religious identity; Secondly, the internal division of the Orthodox 
Church and the complex relationship between the Ukrainian Orthodox Church and the Russian 
Orthodox Church has confused the religious identity of the Orthodox believers; Thirdly, the 
establishment of the Orthodox Church in Ukraine is complex, and it is urgent to be recognized 
by other churches, as well as being coerced by politics, there are internal divisions and 
irreconcilable contradictions, which makes its development path complicated and unites the 
believers. Religious life holds a significant weight for the Ukrainian people. Ukrainians more 
often refer to themselves as a “person of faith” than a “man.” Orthodox and Catholicism are the 
most influential religions in Ukraine. They not only represent different religious cultures that 
are followed and respected by believers but also reflect the complex religious and historical 
development in Ukraine. The competition and confrontation between the two have been 
accompanied by choice of the Ukrainian people on the path of national development since 
ancient times. The original purpose of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church was to establish 
a mixed Catholic-Orthodox Church so that the Orthodox inhabitants of the Ukrainian lands 
would more identify with Catholic Poland-Lithuania and get rid of the religious authority of 
the Patriarch of Moscow (Kubicek, 2008).

When Ukraine entered the contemporary era with the process of history, the opposition 
and competition between Catholicism and Orthodoxy continued and developed into a more 
complex and obscure form, that is, infiltrating and influencing people’s value choices, which 
by extension affects people’s judgment of the country’s development model, development 
path, and development allies, in turn, affects people’s national identity.

Second, the history of Ukraine is unique, influenced by both EU culture and Russian 
culture, which makes the cultural belonging of Ukraine complicated. This complex process 
of cultural migration has caused the cultural concept of Ukraine to be very different from 
that of China, which in turn affects the process of cultural exchanges. The significant cultural 
differences between the large geographic regions of Ukraine make it difficult to form a unified 
cultural identity, and it is difficult to harmonize cultural values between regions and even 
between ethnic groups. The various regions of Ukraine were unified after the outbreak of 
the Second World War. “The historical features of the regions are very different, resulting in 
extremely complex ethnic and cultural components in various regions of Ukraine and lack of 
real cultural identity” (Charap & Colton, 2018).

The different geographical spaces and cultural and ethnic groups are affected by different 
historical, social, economic, political, and ethnoreligious characteristics, which often result in 
very different cultural identity views among various large geographical regions of Ukraine. 
Taking the Galic region of western Ukraine as an example, the residents here are hard-working, 
calculating, dependent, value family, and have a strong sense of national identity, gradually 
forming Galic’s social and cultural characteristics. Attitudes towards Russian culture and 
Western culture and the choice of the path of civilization have also become one of the cultural 
differences between different regions, thus forming a heterogeneous cultural identity space. 
Russia’s inseparable and homologous culture has resulted in a weak sense of cultural existence 
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and identity in Ukraine. On the one hand, the characteristics of the geographical environment 
have created conflicting ideologies in Ukrainian religious cultures, such as Catholicism, 
Protestantism, and Orthodox religions.

On the other hand, they have also objectively shaped the openness, inclusiveness, and other 
differences in Ukrainian culture, making it possible for the dialogue and interaction between 
cultures. The language issue became the trigger for the national identity crisis in Ukraine. 
Language is an important symbol of cultural identity. The development of Ukrainian, the 
balance between Ukrainian and Russian, the status of Russian, etc., are not only purely linguistic 
or social issues. However, they are often politicized and even used as the political themes and 
bargaining chips of previous presidential campaigns to win over voters, which has further 
contributed to the identity contradiction between the Russians and Ukrainians in Ukraine, 
and between the east and the west. Language is one of the most important characteristics of 
a nation and one of the identity symbols and symbols of a nation and a country. “Language 
and writing are an important factor that constitutes cultural memory, an important carrier for 
forming cultural memory, and in a certain sense dominates people’s cognition. At the same time, 
language and writing are the manifestations of a country’s right to speak, affecting people’s 
perception of culture, ethnic and national identity” (Lee, 2008). The population distribution of 
different languages forms a natural linguistic and cultural divide between eastern, southeastern 
and western Ukraine. Ukrainian society has always strongly believed that only linguistic 
coherence and unity could be achieved. Ukraine can become a truly modern and independent 
state, and achieving this goal must be based on establishing a Ukrainian national identity. In 
addition, because Ukraine has been under the influence of Western culture in history, modern 
Ukraine after independence also vigorously pursues the strategy of European integration and 
takes the route of Westernization and is influenced by Western ideology and multiculturalism, 
the cultural identity of the Ukrainian nationals has become diverse and uncertain. National 
languages, historical narratives, cultural symbols, etc., are not only factors directly related to 
the formation of historical and cultural identity but also a concrete manifestation of historical 
and cultural identity. For post-independence Ukraine, de-Sovietization, de-Russianization, and 
European integration are a historical process with educational, cultural, and political attributes, 
reflecting the complex ecology of national identity construction.

Third, China and Ukraine have inconsistent understandings of humanities. China believes 
that humanities are a simple cultural concept and mutual respect; while Ukraine believes that 
humanities are individual-centered cultural behaviours. The result of this ideological gap is 
that it is difficult to open up the diplomatic situation through people-to-people exchanges. 
However, the humanistic spirit of harmony but the difference, a commonwealth of the world, 
and integration of civilizations rather than confrontation in China’s humanistic concepts can 
make Ukraine see the prospect of cultural exchanges. 

In terms of influencing the social and historical process, the ideological effects of 
Chinese and Western humanistic spirits are also very different. The Confucian humanistic 
spirit places the value and dignity of the individual in the framework of the interests of the 
“group,” pays attention to the cultivation of people’s ethical subject will, and emphasizes the 
individual’s responsibility for the survival and development of the “group.” Therefore, over a 
long historical period, the humanistic spirit of Confucianism has provided a steady stream of 
ideological power for the cohesion and shaping of the Chinese national spirit. Influenced by it, 
countless people with lofty ideals have left a lot of precious spiritual heritage to revitalize the 
country and save it from peril, regardless of personal fame and fortune. However, because its 
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“group-centric” contains the ideological background of “people’s dependence relationship,” 
the Confucian humanistic spirit must limit people’s desires and behaviours to the feudal 
hierarchical dependence order and general ethics, thus restraining the human autonomy and 
independence. In the west, in response to the church’s theocracy and hierarchical dependence 
system, humanism places the pursuit of human values on the publicity of individuality and the 
venting of human desires. It advocates the development of individuality and emancipation of 
the mind, thus brewing the Renaissance, the ideological enlightenment of the early modern 
period. The movement pushed the west to take the lead in saying goodbye to traditional 
society and entering the process of modernization. But on the other hand, the “independence 
of man based on the dependence of things” manifested by humanism has the “reification” 
or “alienation” of man in modern Western society, as Marx pointed out, which inevitably 
contains naked indulgence and money worship and has injected irrational spiritual factors into 
the development of modern Western civilization. (Marx & Engels, 1975) 

Suggestions on promoting people-to-people and cultural exchanges 
between China and Ukraine under the Belt and Road Initiative

The success of China’s reform and opening up, its long-standing cultural heritage, and its 
advantages in equality and peace diplomacy are the internal reasons for attracting Ukraine 
to join the Belt and Road Initiative construction and attracting Ukraine to carry out cultural 
exchanges with China. Under the Belt and Road Initiative, to further consolidate people-to-
people and cultural exchanges between China and Ukraine and to further enhance political 
mutual trust, we should start from two aspects: building a new type of cooperation mechanism 
and consolidating the foundation of people-to-people and cultural exchanges between the 
two sides. The people-to-people and cultural exchange and cooperation mechanism between 
China and Ukraine are based on the original cooperation framework, the original cooperation 
declaration, or the unanimously adopted programmatic document, and an innovative 
cooperation method is developed. However, due to the national conditions, differences in 
Chinese and Western civilizations, differences in political systems, and differences in the 
degree of economic development, both sides are currently in a transitional stage. To this end, 
a new type of cooperation mechanism should be actively built based on the Belt and Road 
Initiative and respecting the common interests of both parties.

Strengthen the operation of existing cooperation mechanisms
At present, the cooperation mechanism between China and Ukraine is not yet perfect, and 

consultations on specific matters are carried out by relying on the loose and unsystematic 
operating mechanism that has been established. In order to strengthen people-to-people and 
cultural exchanges and cooperation between the two sides, the operation of the existing 
cooperation mechanism should be strengthened, and joint efforts should be made for a new 
scientific cooperation mechanism in the future. That is, through the meeting of high-level 
leaders of the state, guide public opinion and the choice of the strategic direction of national 
diplomacy, sign declarations or programmatic documents that conform to the common interests 
of both parties, and lay a superstructure foundation for people-to-people exchanges; through 
non-governmental exchanges in various fields, such as think tank forums, multi-industry 
expositions of investment and tourism, art festivals, cultural and recreational activities such as 
art exhibitions and film festivals, etc., which will lay a non-governmental foundation for the 
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promotion of cultural cooperation between the two sides; through dialogue and cooperation 
between ministers and sister cities. In strengthening the operation of the existing cooperation 
mechanism, it is necessary to pay attention to the strategic layout role, institutional design, 
policy and financial support of the government level, to play the role of the market in allocating 
resources, and to mobilize diverse private entities to give full play to their respective strengths 
and actively participate in people-to-people and cultural exchanges.

Innovative people-to-people and cultural exchange mechanisms
From the perspective of the long-term development of the Belt and Road Initiative, the 

cultural exchange mechanism between China and Ukraine should be designed in a practical 
and lasting way. First, the improvement of the tourism cooperation mechanism should be 
perfected. We should make full use of the opportunity of the annual tourism cooperation 
conference to discuss specific plans for tourism cooperation; take advantage of visas, direct 
flights, preferential tourism policies and other convenient conditions to integrate respective 
tourism resources and provide a continuous impetus for the tourism cooperation between the 
two sides.

The second is the cooperation mechanism for talent introduction and outflow. Whether it is 
in-depth cooperation in that field, talent exchange cannot be avoided. To this end, an exploratory 
talent exchange mechanism should be carried out in multiple fields, and special funds should 
be set up to give support. For example, consider cultivating a comprehensive understanding of 
China among government officials of Ukraine to reduce unnecessary obstacles to people-to-
people and cultural exchanges between the two sides and train entrepreneurs from both sides 
to promote economic and trade cooperation.

The third is the cultural exchange and cooperation mechanism. We should take advantage 
of the holding of the Cultural Year, the establishment of the Confucius Institute, and the 
dedication of Chinese volunteers to spread Chinese culture in Ukraine; provide more 
opportunities for exchange students, give the green light for exchanges between universities 
of the two sides, and support and provide copyright protection for translations of each other’s 
classics works. The innovation of people-to-people and cultural exchange mechanisms needs 
to consider two aspects. On the one hand, it is to ensure the integrity of people-to-people and 
cultural exchanges, to dynamically monitor the unstable situation caused by the interference 
and obstruction of external factors in people-to-people and cultural exchanges between the two 
sides, and to further expand the scale of bilateral people-to-people and cultural exchanges, the 
richness of content and the intensity of exchanges. On the other hand, it is to give full play to 
the local government’s initiative. The local government has a strong will and great potential 
to promote the construction of a people-to-people and cultural exchange platform between the 
two sides.

Consolidate the foundation of people-to-people and cultural exchanges between China 
and Ukraine

People-to-people and cultural exchanges between China and Ukraine are not only limited 
to discussions and promotion at the government level but also need to give full play to the 
interaction of diverse social subjects to promote people-to-people exchanges at all levels and 
in all fields. We should encourage the active participation of diverse subjects and consolidate 
the non-governmental foundation for people-to-people and cultural exchanges. Governments 
should set up special funds to support the independent exchanges of non-governmental entities; 
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formulate loose and convenient systems and policies to guide the content and methods of 
communication of non-governmental entities. With the help of the Belt and Road Initiative, 
large enterprises in China and Ukraine should take the opportunity to promote corporate 
culture to spread the civilization of the country; scientific research institutions and institutions 
of higher learning should hold multi-disciplinary academic seminars with rich content and 
distinctive themes, giving suggestions for the construction of the Belt and Road Initiative; 
non-governmental organizations can tell the stories of China and Ukraine in tourism activities 
influencing each other’s citizens through personal words and deeds, so as to carry out cultural 
exchanges from the micro-level; social groups can have humanities activities with clear 
themes, such as film festivals, art exhibitions, book translation and publication to publicize the 
inner connotations of each other’s civilizations.

Conclusion

Ukraine and China have formed different philosophies and cultures during their historical 
development. An important factor affecting people-to-people and cultural exchanges between 
China and Ukraine is the difference in cultural traditions between the two sides. Under such 
a situation, we should take some measures to promote the development of the Belt and Road 
Initiative in Ukraine. We need to strengthen the operation of existing cooperation mechanisms, 
innovative people-to-people and cultural exchange mechanisms and consolidate the foundation 
of people-to-people and cultural exchanges between China and Ukraine. 
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Introduction

Systematic study of Chinese philosophy in modern Western publications has gained 
considerable popularity in recent years. They combine research on the educational and 
theoretical nature of Chinese and Western philosophy, study the foundations that have become 
the basis of scientific disciplines such as comparative philosophy of China and Western 
countries. However, it should be noted that these were mostly the works of Western scholars, 
while publications on how the Chinese perceive Western philosophy were not published much. 
Comparing Western and Chinese studies, it should be noted that modern Chinese scholars offer 
works that interpret the perception, appropriation, and critique of Western thought in China, 
largely through the prism of how important terms of Western philosophy, science, and politics 
have been translated into Chinese. There was also a historical review of the implementation of 
Western philosophy in China, showing the interest of Chinese intellectuals not only in Western 
science and technology, but also in their culture and scientific ideas (Littlejohn, 2021).

It should be noted that the increased interest and interest in Chinese art, writing, architecture 
and philosophy in the West was noticed in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. However, 
as noted by modern scholars, “after a wave of enthusiasm for the high culture of the East came 
a period of equally accelerated economic and political decline in China, in the nineteenth and 
the first half of the twentieth centuries. This was mainly due to foreign encroachments on the 
country’s sovereignty after it became acquainted with the industrial West. Chinese schools 
everywhere invited Western scientists, mathematicians, physicists and philosophers (John 
Dewey, Bertrand Russell and others), but overall, cultural appeal declined” (Rudenko et al., 
2021: 197). According to Rudenko, after the rise of Asia, Westerners began to turn to Chinese 
culture to enrich their lives.

At present, modern Western studies are paying more attention to promoting and stimulating 
the exchange of information on Chinese philosophy and promising traditions, in which a broad 
dialogue on the study of Chinese and Western philosophy is not the least important. This 
dialogue goes far beyond the usual university curriculum, academic publications, various 
conferences, etc. It aims to create an information platform where Chinese and Western 
scientists can discuss, exchange ideas, and research. It should be noted that modern researchers 
assign a significant role to the educational dialogue between Western and Chinese philosophy, 
determining the methodology of comparative philosophy. They discuss many issues related 
to the issue of comparative philosophy, focusing on two aspects: the first is the use of terms, 
ideas and concepts of one philosophical tradition to help understand or interpret another 
philosophical tradition; the second is to try to promote or develop philosophy through inter-
traditional interaction (Angle, 2010).

In modern Western studies, the range of Chinese philosophy studies has significantly 
expanded. These achievements of Western scholars are regularly published in specialized and 
general philosophical journals. It can be seen that the field of Chinese philosophy sometimes 
has advantages in publishing activity, which is not present in other fields of philosophy. The 
breadth of such research helps to keep the research field in methodological tension, as well 
as to understand why Asian philosophy is underrepresented in journals for a wide audience 
(Olberding, 2016).

It should be noted that the most popular among modern Western studies is the topic of 
Confucianism. In this area, you can see a variety of studies, especially those that relate to 
the philosophical system and its implications for Confucianism in comparative philosophy 
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(Tiwald, 2022); the study of early Confucian ethics as an inclusive ethic (Luo, 2021); studies 
of early Confucianism as a form of ethics of virtue and Mohism, the anti-Confucian movement 
as a variant of consequentialism (van Norden, 2007); the classical Confucian Book of Changes 
(Yi-Jing) is studied in great detail, and its significance for comparative philosophy is shown 
(Donkers, 2022).

Modern Western scholars have studied the problems of the revival of Confucianism in China 
quite thoroughly. Note that such studies have an interdisciplinary approach (anthropology, 
sociology, history), and they are becoming increasingly popular in modern China. After 
Confucianism was long pushed out of history or confined to philosophical considerations in 
the twentieth century, the study of the relationship between sages and people in areas such as 
education, self-improvement, religion, rituals, politics, etc., has become increasingly popular 
in modern intelligence. Increasingly, the Confucian revival is beginning to be analyzed in the 
broader context of emerging challenges to the narratives of great modernization that prevailed 
in the twentieth century and traces the current fate of the Chinese cosmological tradition 
(Billioud & Thorvalo, 2015).

A separate area of research is the study of neo-Confucian religious thought in China. 
Modern Western scholars not only study the history of Confucianism but also study the 
most influential thinkers in post-Confucian history. The most influential Confucian realists 
are singled out, and their contribution to Chinese philosophy, which combines a synthesis 
of Confucian concepts, is shown. It offers a broader context for understanding the ideas of 
Chinese thinkers, trying to change the conventional point of view by placing their ideas in the 
context of their life history and religious practice. To this end, scholars propose to consider the 
study of Neo-Confucianism as a practicing path from a religious to a more personal point of 
view (Adler, 2014).

It follows that the study of the reception of Chinese philosophy in modern Western studies 
is one of the productive areas of the modern history of philosophy. This study will provide 
knowledge about philosophical tradition and culture through a comparative analysis of 
existing contemporary research, to study the perception of Chinese philosophy in modern 
Western philosophy, and analyze the development of comparative dialogue between Chinese 
and Western philosophy. In addition, it will help to gain new knowledge and significantly 
expand existing knowledge about the philosophical culture of China and the West.

Comparative philosophy of Chinese and Western traditions:  
an analysis of modern research

In modern Western scientific publications, much attention is paid to the problem of 
comparing Chinese and Western philosophy. They cover issues of comparative philosophy, 
pointing out that it combines the philosophical traditions of Chinese and Western philosophy, 
which for some time developed in relative isolation from each other. It shows that its 
subject is the proportionality of these traditions. Also, in modern Western studies, issues of 
methodological proportionality are studied, and comparisons are made between different 
philosophical traditions (primarily between Chinese and Western). As David Wong points 
out, such a problem as metaphysical and epistemological proportionality involves comparing 
practices for their perceptions of the real and ways to study their rationale (Wong, 2020).

On the other hand, ethical proportionality compares these traditions regarding how people 
should live, whether Chinese and Western morals have practices, and the differences and 
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similarities between them. Such a division, the scientist believes, is entirely conditional but 
has a specific heuristic value. At least it makes it possible to apply it when comparing Chinese 
and Western philosophy. Such research provides an opportunity to study the traditions of 
other countries and significantly enrich each other and expand the range of research problems. 
However, David Wong believes that it is impossible to comprehend and formulate Chinese and 
Western philosophical traditions because they have radical differences in basic concepts and 
research methods. With such a radical difference, the scientist is convinced that there can be no 
cross-traditional references to the general subject and the truth about this subject, despite the 
theories and sound practices of a particular tradition. He refers to the Taoist texts Daodejing 
and the Zhuangzi for a possible Sino-Western example. For instance, Daodejing states that 
“the path we can talk about is not a permanent path,” and that “sages are inactive and practice 
wordless teachings,” while the difference between Western texts is the penetration of ideals of 
discursive rationality and argumentation (Wong, 2020).

Some modern Western scholars studying the difference between Chinese and Western 
traditions postulate the radical incomparability of the very nature of philosophical research. 
They justify such views because Chinese philosophy is the literature of “wisdom,” which 
consists of history and statements and calls for a particular way of life, while Western 
philosophy is a systematic argument and theory. Proponents of the second view tend to argue 
that there is no philosophy in Chinese thought. However, Carine DeFoort, in her research, 
tries to refute such statements. Exploring such a concept as “Chinese philosophy,” the scientist 
emphasizes that we should not forget about the contradictory positions on this issue and the 
lack of thorough research and reasoning. In both the West and China, the answers to these 
questions are mainly implicit assumptions, which are not discussed so often. Therefore, any 
denial of the existence of Chinese philosophy is quite painful not only for Chinese scholars but 
also a blow to the national pride of the Chinese. Such studies go far beyond the definition of 
“Chinese philosophy,” as there are similar controversies over such issues as “Chinese science” 
or “Chinese religion,” as well as other non-Western cultures that seek to rethink their traditions 
by adhering to modern Western concepts. . In this context, the existence of Chinese philosophy 
is an example for a broader study of this issue (DeFoort, 2001).

At present, there is some controversy in modern Western research over the analysis of 
Chinese philosophy, which is based on two opposing positions: Chinese philosophy exists 
or does not exist. The first can be proved by formulating and arguing it. In characterizing 
these two positions, it must be borne in mind that the denial of the legitimacy of Chinese 
philosophy is, first and foremost, implicit and Western. Here the most potent argument is 
both historical and theoretical. “Historical reasoning departs from the indisputable fact that 
philosophy is a clearly defined discipline that originated in Greece and spread to the West, just 
as masters (zhuzi) are considered a product of Chinese culture” (DeFoort, 2001). This historical 
argument does not stand alone. The historical line is often combined with the theoretical view 
that Chinese masters, in general, sometimes do not fully meet the conditions of philosophy. 
Usually, Western scholars disagree on the definition of this term. However, philosophy should 
give the appearance of systematicity, reflection, and rationality; it must be different from 
science and religion; it should divide into various subdisciplines, such as metaphysics, logic, 
and epistemology. As for the second position – the existence of Chinese philosophy, it is most 
vividly represented in modern China, although more implicitly exists in the West. According 
to DeFoort, the modern Western concept of philosophy reached China in the late nineteenth 
century, and it represented a specific universal and rational aspiration that every culture had to 
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be able to discover in itself (DeFoort, 2001). China has undergone this discovery for twenty-
five centuries of the philosophical tradition, and the very word “philosophy” has become 
a simple Western term for discussion and speculation, by and large, of traditional masters 
despite cultural differences.

However, according to Carine DeFoort, it should be recognized that the advantage of the 
first position is that it seeks to avoid the problem of the second position, namely the conceptual 
confusion, part of which was a retrospective attribution of philosophy to traditional China. Also 
of considerable confusion is the philosophical neologism, which can be grouped into three 
groups where the least problematic, in terms of conceptual confusion, is the transliteration 
by which Chinese characters offer a phonetic representation of the English term. Translation, 
which is based on neutral terms, is also problematic. However, the third group of philosophical 
neologisms is the most troubling, formed from the translation of individual or integrated 
endemic terms, which coincide with the relevant Western ideas but cover most political, 
historical, and intellectual connotations. Thus, many Chinese words are among the most 
difficult to interpret concepts to study, even among modern Chinese scholars (DeFoort, 2001).

But is it accurate to say that Chinese philosophy encourages Western arguments? The 
answer to this question is that there is a difference between these statements, but more likely 
in the question of degree than absolute contrast. Regarding the differences between Chinese 
and Western philosophy, it should be noted that the first is more consistently focused on how 
to live life when it comes to metaphysics of the world or yourself. This changes the approach 
to philosophy. Chinese philosophy tries to explain argumentation and the desire through 
theory, but its commitment to ethics and practice, in general, has led to a closer connection 
between approaches to how to live your life and what it means to practice philosophy. Chinese 
philosophy is implemented in ways that have significant non-discursive or extra-discursive 
dimensions (Wong, 2020). Even when Western philosophers discussed cases of ethnocentrism, 
they usually portrayed their critique in terms and concepts of Western discourses, primarily 
such as Marxism and poststructuralism. They called for intercultural dialogue to counter 
ethnocentrism without raising whether the use of discussion could be a form of ethnocentrism. 
Conversation tends to focus our attention on texts, leaving aside practices such as memorization, 
repetition, imitation, and ritual. (Jenco, 2007). This is not to say that the texts have gone 
unnoticed. Instead, these non-discursive practices have become part of an attempt to interpret 
the meaning of the texts in their own experience. A deeper understanding of cross-cultural 
philosophy may require openness and experimentation with these non-discursive practices 
(Wong, 2020).

Much attention in the scientific publications of modern Western scholars has been devoted 
to the results of studies of comparative Chinese and Western philosophy and the study of 
educational and theoretical dialogues. They noted that the Chinese and Western philosophy 
dialogue was established in the late sixteenth century when China established stable contacts 
with Europe. There was open cooperation between China, with its vibrant philosophical history 
and different approaches to scientific knowledge, and those that could be found in the West. 
However, the most constructive development in the comparative dialogue between Chinese 
and Western philosophy has occurred in recent decades. Well-known Chinese universities 
have begun to develop programs for graduates in philosophy in English. They extensively use 
Western and Chinese traditions, focusing on Chinese and comparative philosophies. There is 
an exchange of specialists between Western countries and China. Also, the development of 
dialogue between Chinese and Western philosophy is facilitated by professional associations 
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of scholars, including the Asian Studies Association, founded in 1948, the American 
Philosophical Association, founded in 1900, and the Society of Asian and Comparative 
Philosophy, founded in 1968, to which includes scholars working in the field of comparative 
Chinese and Western studies. The Association of Chinese Philosophers of America, founded in 
1995, the European Association of Chinese Philosophy, founded in 2014, and the International 
Society for Comparative Studies of Chinese and Western Philosophy, founded in 2002, work in 
the same field (Littlejohn, 2021). These societies and organizations are active in comparative 
philosophy, hold scientific conferences that bring together practitioners and critics of 
comparative philosophy, and discuss the nature of the subject and methods of research.

Discussing the question of comparative philosophy, Stephen C. Angle points out that it 
has some problems. The first is disproportion. The point here is that if it is impossible to 
compare or translate, then comparative philosophy cannot succeed. The second mistake is 
that some believe there is no place for “comparison” in philosophy. The friction error is that 
there are no adequate common interests in different philosophical traditions. Fourth, research 
and teaching of comparative philosophy do not have sufficient institutional support. However, 
most Western philosophers convince that the inconsistency and difference between concepts, 
languages, and traditions do not make comparison impossible. Despite the uniqueness of each 
practice, there is ample evidence of inter-traditional philosophical involvement, which proves 
how such communication can occur through differences (Angle, 2010: 109).

It should be understood that comparative philosophy and dialogue between Chinese and 
Western philosophy are the subjects of extensive research. This approach does not create a 
synthesis of philosophical traditions and, even more so, does not lead to a simple statement of 
one position next to another without critical analysis. Modern comparative philosophers have 
begun to call for “going beyond comparison.” Education should create a dialogue between 
Chinese and Western philosophy. Such a dialogue does not lead to a new theory that can 
solve all the mysteries and difficulties in philosophy. The result will be a different type of 
philosopher (Littlejohn, 2021).

Quite a fascinating study in comparative philosophy is the work of modern Western 
scientist Harry Donkers. He explores the cosmic model of Yi Jing as the basis of comparative 
philosophy. Donkers proposes to consider the Yi Jing space model in a coordinate system with 
the separation of eight octants for a parallel discussion of various philosophical developments 
that form the basis of the theory and methodology of comparative philosophy. He notes that 
the Yi Jing space model makes it possible to discuss different intellectual traditions in parallel, 
and each octant contains philosophical reflections from the East and the West. This creates a 
specific contribution to the theory and methodology of comparative philosophy, especially 
in the part of comparative philosophy that deals with the interaction between traditions by 
extracting, analyzing, and comparing standard features and differences. Thus, the Book of 
Changes, Yi-Jing, and the Diagram of Higher Polarity inspire the formation of a model that 
allows for parallel discussion of different philosophical currents and forms the basis for 
the development of theory and methodology of comparative philosophy. Another aspect of 
comparative philosophy, says Harry Donkers, is the achievement of harmony, which is based 
on the study of contradictions between different philosophical movements. Since harmony 
can be achieved only by reconciling opposites, it can be concluded that the Yi Jing space 
model can be considered as a basis for comparative analysis of philosophy. “Humanity is the 
philosophical movement in which the object (the world, society) is part of the subject (the 
person), with emphasis on the person. Human learning, i.e., learning to be a good person 
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as part of society, is already seen in Socrates (dialectic/conversation) and Confucius (ethical 
system based on humanity, ren). We also see this attitude in the categorical imperative (Kant). 
The modern Confucianists want to return to harmonious human relations (Zehou). They 
want modernization, but not in the Western manifestation of individualism and liberalism 
(Sigurdsson). Western democracy is best served by a commitment to solidarity (Rorty). Rituals 
can help develop decent responses” (Donkers, 2022: 54).

According to modern Western researchers, it is difficult to avoid the dangers of studying 
another tradition by avoiding one’s specific assumptions, on the one hand, and excessive 
“other” (even if one is correct), or at least challenging to prevent accusations of falling victim 
to them. It is pretty challenging to assimilate one tradition so that it is possible not to talk 
about it badly. In this case, comparative philosophy is an example of a reliable and sensible 
strategy of philosophical activity. When faced with problems, such a strategy helps to consider 
a wide range of sustainable, essential ideas relevant to these problems. We should not forget 
the possibility that another tradition does not solve the problem we are facing. It can only solve 
part of the problem we are working on. “But when there is a common address of a problem, it 
is not always the case that one tradition must be adjudicated as entirely right and the other as 
entirely wrong. There is a good possibility that each tradition has something insightful to say 
about some aspect of the problem and that each tradition could incorporate something of what 
the other tradition has to say” (Wong, 2020). 

Confucian philosophy in modern Western studies

Nowadays, the attention of modern English-language research is increasingly focused on 
a wide range of studies of Chinese philosophy. In recent decades, a large number of scientific 
papers have been published on the study of Confucianism and Buddhism (Olberding, 2016); 
the study of early Confucianism as a form of ethics of virtue and Moism; the best studies 
in Chinese history, archaeology, philosophy, ancient Chinese and philology are studied (van 
Norden, 2007). Much attention is also paid to the study of the popular from the beginning of the 
21st century – the revival of Confucianism in China, which was pushed out of history for many 
years of the 20th century or limited to philosophical reflections. Such research is carried out 
based on an interdisciplinary approach and concerns – anthropology, sociology, and history. 
They explore new relationships between sages and people in education, self-improvement, 
religion, and politics. Thus, the Confucian revival is analyzed in the broader context of the 
unique challenges to the narratives of significant modernization that prevailed in the twentieth 
century (Billioud & Thorvalo, 2015).

To notice modern Western scholars observe ancient Chinese texts to study Confucianism. 
To do this, they follow the philosophical systematic. That is how the modern Western scientist 
Justin Tiwald explains his vision of philosophical systematicity. A rough idea is a cognitive state 
or a tendency to have stable and generalized views on a particular philosophical problem and a 
sense of the consequences of those views on other issues. Whereas philosophical systematicity 
gives us much more freedom to reflect on implicit arguments and the deep structure of thought 
that a philosopher can foresee; it is easier to cover it by pointing to examples and reliable 
indicators; it helps to find answers to comments and questions for Confucian and comparative 
philosophy. However, philosophical systematicity is not necessary for excellent philosophical 
work, but it helps to find a good philosophy on a particular topic if the thinker who created 
it thought philosophically systematically. “Systematic philosophical thinking is much less 
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likely to arrive at obviously mistaken or indefensible positions, as the thinker has likely had 
to defend and fine-tune her views in response to significant objects or worries. For this reason, 
among others, systematic philosophical thinking on a particular issue is much more likely to 
produce subtle or nuanced accounts and arguments, ones that are sensitive to the demands 
of good living and coherent thinking in many different areas of inquiry” (Tiwald, 2022: 6). 
According to Tiwald, the works of the most influential Confucians contain much philosophical 
systematicity, but modern science pays very little attention to how systematically philosophical 
their views were. That is a relatively large work that helps to understand, at least in general 
terms, the views and answers to the questions on which neo-Confucians have done so much 
for systematic philosophy (Tiwald, 2022).

In modern Western studies, the question of the need to study Confucianism is increasingly 
raised. That is especially true whether modern Chinese political theory should base on 
Confucian values. In this aspect, the argument is that the Chinese people can only survive 
if they re-adopt Confucianism, so Chinese theorists must use Confucian theories to describe 
Chinese politics. As Stephen C. Angle points out, the fundamental premise is: “Chinese culture 
= Confucianism.” A slightly better argument favoring “should” is that only a political theory 
based on Confucianism can successfully describe Chinese norms and prescribe Chinese 
political forms. The idea here is that Chinese society is, in fact, so profoundly Confucian 
that a theory-based elsewhere will not be able to “take root” on Chinese (i.e., Confucian) 
“ground.” However, history seems to have already proved this thesis wrong. And regardless 
of whether one chooses Chinese socialism or Taiwanese democracy, they will be pretty 
successful and not very Confucian. At least not one of them will become Confucian. Angle 
believes that there are four good reasons that, to some extent, support the idea of basing 
Chinese theories on Confucianism: success, insight, diversity, and anti-colonialism (Angle, 
2012). As in many other traditions, Confucianism today has its “fundamentalists,” but their 
claims that they can defend the original Confucianism are deeply problematic. Therefore, 
the basis of modern Confucian theory should be a philosophical project of “continuation” of 
tradition. In the context of modern China, there are good reasons to believe that a political 
idea based on Confucianism is valuable. However, some of the pitfalls are that the Confucians 
of the past and today demonstrate the ability to compromise with unprincipled power and 
support for authoritarianism. Another problem, basing modern theory on Confucian traditions 
is a terrible choice for contemporary progressive thinkers because it plays on the strengths 
of conservatives. “A final objection to the value of using Confucian-based political theory 
in China runs something like this: in light of tragedies like the Cultural Revolution and the 
current rise of political repression, what China needs more than anything is whichever theory 
gives the strongest argument against tyranny and for the protection of the individual. Perhaps 
a progressive Confucianism can generate such arguments, the objector may concede, but they 
are simply not as straight-forward as those of classical liberalism – and so, whatever values 
might accrue to Confucian-based theories are outweighed in the present context (…) It is 
too strong to say that Chinese political theory today “must” be based on Confucian values, 
but even in light of the concerns that I have canvassed, I believe Confucian-based theories 
continue to be vital in today’s China” (Angle, 2021: 10).

It should be noted that the research of modern Western scholars raises questions about 
democracy in modern Confucian philosophy. Modern Western publications examine the 
transformation of Confucianism, analyze differences in the understanding of Confucianism 
today, demonstrate how modern Chinese philosophers understand democracy, and show their 
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critique of Western political thought. The views of six contemporary Confucian philosophers 
from China and Taiwan (Mou Zongsan, Xu Fuguan, Lee Ming-huei, Deng Xiaojun, Jiang 
Qing, Bai Tongdong’s) are studied in detail. Their political views are outlined).

Modern scholars are increasingly thinking about how to use China’s past and evaluate 
modern Confucianism, the “reorganization of national heritage,” and the study of modern 
Confucian philosophy, which are the basis of comparative philosophy. These and other issues 
have recently troubled the academic community, most of whom believe that comparative 
philosophy requires: developing a globally effective system of thought, terms, and practices 
commonly found outside of Euro-American historical experience and currently prevailing in 
terms of implementation knowledge. However, some scholars believe that by adapting them to 
Confucianism and adapting to the modern world, most of these attempts transfer problematic 
relationships from the past, which significantly diminishes the appeal of Confucianism and 
increases its irrelevance, narrowing its scope as a source of scientific knowledge. As a result, 
such reconstructions can only evoke memories of the “essence” and “spirit” of Confucianism, 
which could be adapted to modern institutions and norms rather than Confucian knowledge, 
which continues to influence current research (Jenco, 2017).

Are there alternative means of adjusting past heritage to contemporary research that could 
enable Confucianism, help overcome existing problems with the past, and maintain recent 
relevance? The answer to this question can be found by studying the history of Chinese thought 
and observing Chinese scholars’ work on how past heritage can be identified and adapted to 
the modern world. According to Leigh Jenco, exchanging achievements helps to use specific 
historical resources of the past in today’s research. “Approaches that posit a rupture with” 
radition “including contemporary reconstructions of Confucianism as well as New Culture 
iconoclasm – tend to hold the values of the present as constants, unduly narrowing the critical 
capacity of the past to shape present inquiry. Both approaches assume (rather than defend) the 
present age as an unproblematic and privileged standpoint from which to judge the value of 
past thought” (Jenco, 2017: 25).

A relatively common subject of research among modern Western scholars is the study 
of early Confucian ethics. Currently, several modern researchers will substantiate a new 
interpretation that Confucian ethics is an inclusive ethic because all its key concepts contain 
double dimensions of care and respect. They also analyze concepts such as care and respect 
in ethics and show two ways that make ethics inclusive: 1) integration by reduction and 2) 
integration by complement, where preference is given to the second method. Based on the 
exegetical analysis, the thesis that early Confucian ethics is a moral theory in which care (or 
love) and respect are conceptually united through additional integration is substantiated. If 
ethics helps to influence human behavior and regulates human relationships to enhance human 
well-being and happiness, then cultivating and promoting virtues such as caring and respect 
are unchanging. An integrative ethic that includes both care and respect is more advantageous 
than a moral theory that prefers respect to care or vice versa. According to Shirong Luo, there 
are two approaches to the unification of care and respect: 1) reductive integration, which 
the author considers problematic, and 2) non-reductive or complementary integration, i.e., 
as care and respect integrated into early Confucian ethics and less problematic. It follows 
that Confucian ethics is a morality in which the polarity of care and respect is preserved in 
unity, which is manifested in several concepts such as filial care, kindness, virtues, respect, 
and ritual. “Even though times have changed, and we have more technological implements 
at our disposal than the ancients, our desires for care and respect remain the same. Therefore, 
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Confucian ethics as an inclusive morality still has an important role to play in moral life and 
its insights can still make a significant contribution to contemporary moral philosophizing” 
(Luo, 2021: 74).

It should be noted that the modern scholar David Wong characterizes Confucianism as a 
perfectionist ethic of virtue, which is characterized by a focus on three subjects (Wong, 2020):

a) character traits defined as virtues;
b) a good and dignified life;
c) particularistic ways of ethical reasoning

They are interconnected. Drawing a parallel between the ancient Greek ethics of virtue and 
the medieval and modern ethics of integrity in the West helps to understand the heightened 
interest of Western scholars in Confucianism. It is believed that Chinese and Western ethics of 
virtue are united because they focus on those virtues that are crucial for the individual’s ethical 
development (Wong, 2020).

In this aspect, we should note another researcher of Chinese and comparative philosophy 
Bryan van Norden, who studies early Confucianism as a form of virtue ethics, Maoism, the anti-
Confucian movement, as a variant of consequentialism. According to the scholar, Confucianism 
is similar to Aristotelianism in that it is a form of ethics of virtue and offers various concepts 
of “good living,” integrity, human nature, and ethical improvement. At the same time, Moism 
is similar to Western utilitarianism in that it is a form of consequentialism but differs in its 
concept of appropriate consequences and its conceivable experiments and arguments of the 
natural state. In general, there is controversy over whether the teachings of Chinese masters 
are “true philosophy.” Therefore, van Norden explores the teachings of Confucius, the early 
monks, and Mencius from a specific philosophical point of view. From a philosophical point of 
view, says the scientist, it is possible to study almost any text, regardless of whether it is “truly 
philosophical.” You can learn a lot by applying a philosophical point of view to the study of 
Chinese masters. Therefore, to study the legacy of Confucius and the early monks, van Norden 
uses a particular methodology that understands Ruism (Confucianism) as a form of “ethics of 
virtue,” interprets Mohism as a form of consequentialism, and carefully analyzes and evaluates 
his arguments. The scientist believes that this approach is an “analytical” philosophical version 
of the hermeneutics of restoration. But it also does not rule out other processes – postmodern, 
literary, socio-scientific, or hermeneutics of suspicion, while allowing everyone to use their 
methodology with the opportunity to criticize it (Van Norden, 2007).

Conclusions

Summing up, it should be noted that the need for comparative studies of Chinese and 
Western philosophy is beyond doubt. However, only an external, abstract comparison of 
Western and Chinese philosophy and culture is, in our opinion, not productive enough. More 
promising, in our view, are studies in the format of reception research, the subject of which will 
be the study of the way of perception of Chinese philosophy and culture in modern Western 
philosophical traditions. As a result, the following conclusions can be drawn: modern Western 
studies of Chinese philosophy are a stimulus to the exchange of information in the field of 
research in Chinese philosophy and promising traditions; comparative philosophy and dialogue 
between Chinese and Western philosophy continue to be the subject of scientific reflection, the 
emergence of new points of view, different from previous ones, creative, with a new way of 
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human vision; striving for continuity and laying the groundwork for interdisciplinary research 
in Chinese and Western philosophy.    
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Nguyen Hong Thach, Ambassador of Vietnam to Ukraine  
has kindly agreed to answer the questions related  

to the Russia-Ukraine war.

Valentin Yakushik: Thank you for your agreement to give us an interview. Now the war is 
on for more than two months already. Did you expect the war breaks out?
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Ambassador Nguyen Hong Thach: No, I did not expect the war would break out though 
the Americans and British warned several times that there would start a war against Ukraine. 
They even twice gave dates for the start of the war. But to be frank, not many people, even 
some Ambassadors of NATO-member countries, believed in their warnings. The Ukrainian 
leadership did not believe either. On the night before the war started, we invited Ukraine’s 
designate ambassador to Vietnam and his spouse to our embassy for dinner. No one thought 
the war would start in less than 10 hours.

We saw the Russians concentrated in the border with Ukraine, but thought they wanted to 
press for some concessions from Ukraine. We know very well that they consider Ukraine’s 
NATO membership as a threat to Russia’s security. We also witness the Ukrainian people’s 
strong determination of protecting their independence and sovereignty. As a Vietnamese, I 
understand that there will be no way to win the people’s war. That’s also the reason why I 
did not think that there would be a war. It is so costly for anyone to take such a decision. But 
unfortunately, the war broke out against all the logical calculations. 

Valentyn Yakushik: When the war started, how did you change your view of the war?

Ambassador Nguyen Hong Thach: I was wakened up by my wife. The first thing I did was 
to switch on the TV. Mr. Putin spoke on TV. I carefully listened to his speech and understood 
that Russia started the war because they did not want “to repeat the mistake of the Second 
World War.” Listening to him, I understood that Ukraine is not the target of the war, but the 
war’s battlefield. Having been a student in both Kyiv and Moscow in the 1980s, I felt, like all 
Vietnamese of my generation, enormous pain while witnessing the war between our two close 
brothers, that was destructing a beautiful Ukraine and also putting Russia under unprecedented 
sanctions. Both countries so close to us became, in one or another way, victims of the war.

After 2-3 first days of the war, I started believing that the war would not stop soon. We 
started to evacuate our Vietnamese living in Ukraine. Like all Ukrainians, they did not believe 
that the war would start, and they had hundreds reasons to wait for the war’s quick end. They 
did not want to evacuate at all. We had to convince them to evacuate, and luckily after several 
days, we evacuated nearly all those who wanted to evacuate, except for our people in Kherson, 
which the Russians occupied and Mariupol under the siege.

Valentyn Yakushik: You feel the enormous pain but do you see any way-out for the war? 

Ambassador Nguyen Hong Thach: It is very difficult now. The war has gone too far 
that it is greatly difficult for both sides to be calm enough to look for a way-out. But there is 
no doubt for everyone that there would be no winner in that war, but only losers. If it is well 
understood by both sides, they can stop the war at any moment to avoid becoming a bigger 
loser. I strongly believe in that logic. The more one fights, the more one loses.

Having said this, I would like to reconfirm Vietnam’s principal position that independence, 
territorial integrity and sovereignty are not for bargaining. So we don’t advise anyone 
neglecting this principle. But this does not necessarily mean that people have to take arms and 
fight. There is a different way of fighting for those sacred aims. 

In Lviv, a Ukrainian told me: “the strongest soldier is the one that can turn an enemy into 
a comrade.” I cannot but agree with him. I wish that the leaders of both Ukraine and Russia 
listen to that Lviv ordinary citizen’s voice. He is so right.



War Is Not a Solution (An interview with Nguyen Hong Thach)
by Nguyen Hong Thach and Valentin Yakushik

Ukrainian Policymaker, Volume 10, 2022 105

Valentyn Yakushik: But who makes the first step? 

Ambassador Nguyen Hong Thach: Instead of asking the other side to make the first step 
and/or blaming the other side, each one can ask if it does everything it can in that direction. 
While it is difficult to talk directly with each other, the two sides may need the work of the 
middlemen. Fortunately that at the moment, there are a lot of people and institutions that want 
to play that role. Trust the peacemakers, listen to them, and try to look for ways-out. There will 
be a light at the end of the tunnel.

Valentyn Yakushik: Vietnam has some experience in running talks solving war. Could you 
share with us something most important? 

Ambassador Nguyen Hong Thach: We had negotiations in 1954 and 1968-1973 with 
the French and Americans ending two different wars. In the first negotiation, we were young 
negotiators and relied on our allies. We thought we shared totally interests with our allies. The 
result was that we received less than what we deserved. In the later negotiation, we ran totally 
by our own, and we got what we deserved to. Our experience is that we have to be totally 
independent in our talks, not depending on any ally. Even the closest ally thinks his own way 
according to his interests. To be independent means independent from even the closest ally. 

A little more than 40 years ago, I started my journey in Kyiv as a Shevchenko University’s 
freshman. After that, I also spent my student life in Moscow. It is a luck for me to finish my 
diplomat’s life from where I started. I want only good for my beloved Ukrainians and Russians. 

Long live peace!
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