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New challenges in the COVID-19 pandemic for Ukraine turned out not to draw the authorities 
(President, the Cabinet of Ministers, and the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine) with people, enhancing support 
in difficult economic conditions, support for small and medium-sized businesses, and the introduction of 
quarantine and enhancing control in all spheres of the people life.
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Introduction

Ukraine joined the general “network” of the COVID-19 pandemic caused by SARS-CoV-2 
on March 11, 2020, after the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine adopted the Resolution On 
prevention of the spread of acute respiratory disease COVID-19 caused by the coronavirus 
SARS-CoV-2.

What are the reasons for the introduction of quarantine in Ukraine by the authorities? We 
have grouped the main factors pursued by the authorities:

a) strengthening the influence and control of the state within the country;
b) granting more power to law enforcement agencies;
c) uncontrolled redistribution of state budget funds;
d) restriction of rights and freedoms of citizens;
e) impoverishment of people, confiscation of property of citizens by force.
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Ukraine is almost the only country in Europe and in the world in particular, where 
governments and presidents have never cared about their people during the spread of various 
diseases for 30 years. Therefore, an objective question arises: have the President and the 
Government really started to take care of ordinary people? To understand the depth of the 
problem, let us move on to a retrospective analysis.

Health system analysis

According to official statistics, the destruction of health care facilities began almost after 
Ukraine gained independence, as evidenced by the following data (Table 1). No health statistics 
have been kept since 2018. The website of the Center for Medical Statistics of the Ministry of 
Health of Ukraine contains limited data (number of medical staff, number of hospitals (2018-
2019), number of tuberculosis cases). During this period, health care expenditures decreased 
by 1.4 percentage points (based on GDP) and by 1.3 percentage points (based on general 
government expenditures), respectively. The reforms led to the closure of 56.4% of hospitals, 
a decrease of 55.9% in hospital beds and an increase in the workload per bed by 70.9%, the 
number of doctors decreased by 19.1% and nurses by 39.5%. Later on, the situation only 
continued the downward trend, and in 2020 the number of hospitals was 1.2 thousand, the 
number of doctors was reduced to 147.4 thousand and nurses to 273.5 thousand people.

Table 1. Dynamics of health care system development

Source: formed on the basis of the State Statistics Service of Ukraine (1995-2017); Center 
for Health Statistics Ministry of Health of Ukraine (2018-2020); MinfinMedia LLC.

The level of supplies and utilities of hospitals does not meet any norms and standards. The 
constant shortage of medicines, medical equipment and the growing migration (especially in 
recent years) of medical staff all prove this.

The number of hospitals is declining from year to year. Moreover, the policy of closing and 
making hospitals the basic ones is conducted formally. This makes it possible, on the one hand, 
to manipulate the data on the number of hospital beds, as their number is decreasing during the 
reforms, and, on the other hand, to introduce government-friendly quarantine measures with 
zoning (green, yellow, orange and red).
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Regarding the “policy” of the coronavirus

According to the WHO definition, “A pandemic is the worldwide spread of a new disease.” 
This term does not contain clear criteria by which one can determine the level of disease risk 
to the population.

Coronavirus belongs to a group of infectious diseases transmitted by airborne droplet 
spread. However, statistics on this disease did not exist in previous years, which is evidence of 
a negligible impact on the overall picture of infectious diseases. In Ukraine, a serious threat to 
the population is the flu, pneumonia and tuberculosis (from the group of infectious diseases). 
They account for the largest proportion of people who are ill seasonally. However, since these 
types of diseases are spread seasonally, they are not classified as epidemiological.

According to the profile of Ukraine in 2017 in the report “Global burden of morbidity,” 
the main causes of death are non-communicable diseases (coronary heart disease and stroke, 
Alzheimer’s disease, liver cirrhosis, various cancers), external causes took the second place 
(suicide, mortality on the roads), the third place was taken by infectious diseases (diseases of 
the lower respiratory tract, diseases associated with HIV, tuberculosis) (Table 2).

Table 2. Number of cases of respiratory diseases and active tuberculosis

Source: formed on the basis of the State Statistics Service of Ukraine

Our calculations of the incidence of Covid-19 and its consequences (Table 3) show a 
negligible impact on human health, as the mortality rate is only 2.14%.
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Table 3. Dynamics of the incidence of Covid-19

Got sick Cured Died
% of 
mor-
tality

Accumu-
lated Monthly

per 
100,000 
people

% of 
sick 

people

Accumu-
lated Monthly

Accu-
mulat-

ed

Month-
ly

March 
2020 669 669 1.6 0.002 652 652 17 17 2.54

April 
2020 10861 10192 24.3 0.024 10606 9954 272 255 2.50

May 
2020 24012 13151 31.4 0.031 23566 12960 718 446 3.39

June 
2020 44998 20986 50.1 0.050 44543 20977 1173 455 2.17

July 2020 71056 26058 62.2 0.062 70520 25977 1709 536 2.06
August 
2020 123303 52247 124.7 0.125 122407 51887 2605 896 1.71

Septem-
ber 2020 213028 89725 214.1 0.214 211440 89033 4193 1588 1.77

October 
2020 395440 182412 435.3 0.435 392327 180887 7306 3113 1.71

Novem-
ber 2020 745123 349683 834.5 0.835 739881 347554 12548 5242 1.50

Decem-
ber 2020 1064479 319356 762.1 0.762 1058347 318466 18680 6132 1.92

January 
2021 1221485 157006 374.7 0.375 1217397 159050 22768 4088 2.60

February 
2021 1352134 130649 311.8 0.312 1348852 131455 26050 3282 2.51

March 
2021 1691737 339603 810.5 0.810 1684541 335689 33246 7196 2.12

April 
2021 2078086 386349 922.0 0.922 2066896 382355 44436 11190 2.90

Source: formed on the basis of the State Statistics Service of Ukraine

In the country as a whole, the mortality rate from coronavirus is 3.4% (Fig. 1). Mortality 
from coronavirus is divided into virus-identified – 3.2% (19904 people) and unidentified (!) – 
0.2% (805 people), which raises even more questions than answers.
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Fig. 1. The structure of mortality from diseases, 2020
Source: formed on the basis of the Center for Health Statistics Ministry of Health of Ukraine

In Ukraine, in case of exceeding the incidence of COVID-19 – more than 60 active patients 
per 100 thousand population – the measures specified in the resolution of the Cabinet will be 
applied, said Minister of Health Maksym Stepanov on July 3, 2020 (Titoff, 2020). What is 
interesting, there is only 0.061% of the sick population at the same time amidst the so-called 
“Pandemic”! So why block the functioning of the economy if the disease does not have a 
decisive impact on the vital activities of households and businesses? With a morbidity rate of 
0.92% and a mortality rate of about 2% of the number of registered cases and 0.06% of the 
country’s registered population for the entire pandemic period (13 months), the consequences 
for the 2020 economy are catastrophic:

1. The share of unprofitable enterprises (medium and large) increased to 34.8% (above 
2019 by 12.1 percentage points). And the largest state-owned companies, which are 
essentially monopolists in the market, suffered losses! NJSC Naftogaz of Ukraine 
the company was at a loss of $ 1.37 billion (in 2019 – a profit of $ 0.37 billion); The 
national energy company Ukrenergo suffered losses of $ 1.02 billion (in 2019 – a 
profit of $ 0.07 billion); JSC “Ukrzaliznytsia” suffered a loss of $ 0.44 billion (in 
2019 – a profit of $ 0.11 billion); The State Food and Grain Corporation of Ukraine 
made a loss of $ 0.21 billion (2019 – a loss of $ 0.06 billion); NAEGC “Energoatom” 
got $ 0.18 billion in net losses (in 2019 – profit of $ 0.14 billion); absolutely all 
coal mining enterprises –  46 state-owned enterprises under the Ministry of Energy 
suffered $ 0.16 billion in total losses (in 2019 – $ 0.13 billion in profit); Ukraerorukh 
got losses of $ 0.06 billion (in 2019 – losses of $ 0.04 billion), etc. These companies 
alone suffered total losses of $ 3.43 billion.

2. FDI outflow amounted to $ 868 million (in 2019, the inflow reached $ 5.86 billion).
3. The fall in GDP was 4.2% (1.5% in the first quarter of the year before the pandemic).
4. Consumer inflation was 5%.
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5. Indebtedness of the population for all types of utilities increased to $ 3 billion, 
which is almost a third higher than in 2019 (growth in debt for gas was 12.8%, 
heat and hot water – 21.6%, water – 24.8%, management of apartment buildings – 
14.2%, removal of household waste – 22.4% and electricity – 12.4%).

6. Within 11 months, there was a decline in the industry by more than 6%, cargo 
turnover – by 15%, the agricultural sector – by more than 12% (the deepest decline 
in a decade).

7. According to the first half of the year, the poverty rate among Ukrainians was 
51%, etc.

Ukrainians, like other nations, are constantly kept under psychological pressure. The main 
areas of psychological influence are speeches on the country’s leading TV channels by prominent 
politicians supporting the regime, the President, the Prime Minister, the Minister of Health, 
his deputy, doctors, so-called “experts,” news channels, as well as the Internet and YouTube 
bloggers. In its turn, dissenting views (information that goes against the existing political 
doctrine) are suppressed (channels are closed, there are even attempts to influence YouTube 
bloggers, criminal cases are initiated), new technologies and methods of refutation of facts are 
used (public organisations are created to provide a range of services for the refutation of data, the 
so-called “Fact Checkers”).

As an example, Maria Dolinskaya, Associate Professor of Tuberculosis and Pulmonology, 
from Bogomolets National Medical University, stated that mass problems with the spread of 
tuberculosis and COVID-19 could begin in Ukraine due to the existence of sanatoriums and anti-
tuberculosis dispensaries. According to her, due to the pandemic, humanity risks losing experience 
in the fight against tuberculosis, and the total number of deaths from this disease may increase 
by 60% – up to 16 million a year (Malynovskyi, 2020). In Ukraine, kindergartens are at risk of 
becoming a new hotbed for the spread of coronavirus. Children often carry the COVID-19 virus 
asymptomatically but can infect others. And a long stay in a closed room and close contact with 
educators threatens to end with another outbreak (Hudkova, 2020). The researchers estimated 
that more than 80% of coronavirus cases were asymptomatic. They account for about half of 
infections. Infectious disease doctor Yuri Zhigarev admitted mass infection with a new strain of 
swine flu virus in Ukraine, and there may be a million infected with COVID-19 (Kolodiichuk, 
2020), etc. The most powerful ally of any epidemic is PANIC. Therefore, panic causes stress, and 
it weakens the immune system (Pandemic or epidemic, 2020).

Every six months, new waves of COVID-19 are forecast (after the first comes the second, 
then the third, fourth, etc.) until the goal is reached. New symptoms of coronavirus are constantly 
appearing. It seems that apart from this disease, other diseases no longer exist. COVID-19 has 
integrated so many symptoms that no other diseases will be diagnosed in the future during a 
medical examination or in a laboratory. In this regard, there is a joke that “finally the coronavirus 
(not humanity!) has defeated all diseases.” New strains of coronavirus are emerging: South 
African, English, Brazilian, Indian, and even Ukrainian. Hysteria and fear-mongering do not 
stop.

Under the conditions of quarantine, the constitutional rights for freedom, the right to 
movement, the right to work, the right to worship and other rights were restricted, which is illegal 
and contrary to Art. 28 of the Constitution of Ukraine.

In Ukraine, 50-60% of the total working population works in small and medium-sized 
businesses (Nitsenko, 2020). If, on the other hand, entrepreneurs are engaged in non-food 
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businesses, they are forced to close their own businesses for the period of quarantine (in case 
the region falls into the red zone). Since the lion’s share of regions was in the red zone for more 
than half of the year, the business was completely closed (bankrupt or liquidated).

Our research results can be clearly depicted in the form of the following figure (2). The 
consequences of this goal realization have been discussed above.

Fig. 2. Goals pursued by the government in the conditions of the quarantine
Source: author’s research

Fig. 2. Goals pursued by the government in the conditions of the quarantine
Source: author's research

A year ago, Ukrainian political scientist Dmytryi Korneichuk expressed the opinion that “after the 
pandemic, Xi Jinping will be held in reverence in China, and V. Putin in Russia. In Ukraine, the situation is 
different, V. Zelensky also wants everything to be like that of big men, but the tactical goal of stealing prevails over 
the strategic goal of overcoming the coronavirus. Therefore, everything looks like cheap clownery. V. Zelensky will 
come out of the pandemic as a marauder like P. Poroshenko for all 5 years” (Korneychuk, 2020).

These words are confirmed by such fraudulent actions of Ukrainian politicians as:
1. The use of transport aircraft AN-225 “Mriya” for the delivery of medical cargo. So, on April 23, 2020, a 

medical humanitarian cargo was delivered from China (12 million masks for both hospitals and pharmacy 

Authority

Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine President of Ukraine Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine

Coronavirus pandemic

Quarantine measures

Human rights and freedoms

Restriction 

Functioning of small and 
medium business

Strengthening

Granting additional power to state 
law enforcement agencies

Adoption of legislative and regulatory acts aimed at:
- withdrawal of money from the population (due to the constant 
growth of tariffs for housing and communal services);
- forced confiscation or sale of personal property for housing 
debts or withdrawal of people money from bank accounts without 
their consent and notification;
- introduction of mandatory medical examinations and 
compulsory vaccination;
- non-admission to the workplace or dismissal from the enterprise 
without medical examinations and vaccinations;
- creation of conditions for closure or self-liquidation of small 
and medium enterprises, including sole proprietorships, etc.

Result

Dictatorship of power Lack of freedom of choice 
and expression of will

Total control in all spheres of 
life through the introduction 

of digitization processes

Processes of oligarchization

Enrichment of oligarchs and 
politicians

Mandatory medical 
examinations and vaccinations
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Our research results are confirmed by such fraudulent actions of Ukrainian politicians as:
1. The use of transport aircraft AN-225 “Mriya” for the delivery of medical cargo. 

So, on April 23, 2020, a medical humanitarian cargo was delivered from China 
(12 million masks for both hospitals and pharmacy chains, about 260 thousand 
protective glasses for doctors and more than 100 thousand protective suits of the 
5th level of protection were brought), which was met by the President V. Zelensky. 
As it turned out, almost all medical goods were delivered to the Epicenter shopping 
center chain, where they were sold at significantly excessive prices.

2. With the purpose of the fight against the disease, a special coronavirus fund was 
created, with a sum of about $ 2.9 billion and the term of action until the end of 
2020. A third of the money allocated to the fund went to the funding of the program 
“Great Building,” initiated by the President himself. The program included various 
infrastructure facilities, the lion’s share of which was already in operation. In 2020, 
the state budget planned $ 2.55 billion and $ 0.95 billion from the state Covid fund 
for Ukravtodor’s expenditures. In general, a record 10% of the state budget was 
spent on the road sector. According to “Our Money,” at the end of 2019, a cartel was 
created to control the distribution of Ukravtodor’s funds. According to the results 
of 2020, six companies from the National Association of Road Workers of Ukraine 
(NAPA) together with a company from Igor Kolomoisky’s entourage received 75% 
of contracts for Ukravtodor worth $ 2.65 billion. In this case, the larger the size of 
the tender, the greater is the overpayment due to the minimization of competition 
in tenders and so on.

Conclusions

The introduction of quarantine does not give tangible results for the population and 
economy of Ukraine. Despite all the absurdity of the introduction of quarantine measures 
and the negative impact on the vital activities of households and the deindustrialization of 
the economy, the implementation of the planned goals continues. How does the government 
implement these goals? The simplest measure is a ban on gatherings and other mass events. 
In this regard, at the level of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, laws are adopted and bills 
are considered that contradict the Constitution of Ukraine. Bills that do not comply with the 
Constitution, after devastating criticism in the committees of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, 
are still brought up for a vote in the Rada and can be brought up for a vote several times in 
a row. For example, Bill 4142 (Draft Law on the Public Health System, 2021), according to 
its developers, does not contain any new law, but only complements the existing law (why 
then adopt a new law instead of making changes to the existing one?). The bill provides for 
the compulsory vaccination of adults and children, expulsion from preschool or educational 
establishments, dismissal for refusing to be vaccinated, confiscation of real estate and vehicles 
for the needs of fighting against the epidemic. Clauses on compulsory vaccination of adults 
and children are written at the very end of the big bill 4142, so that there is a chance they might 
not be noticed (the petition about that was indited on the website of the President of Ukraine 
(Bill 4142 provides for compulsory vaccination, 2021)). In Draft Law on Amendments 
to the Code of Ukraine on Administrative Offenses and the Criminal Code of Ukraine on 
Combating Discrimination (#5488 dated 13.05.2021) (2021), the Prime Minister proposes to 
amend Article 130. – Intentional infection with a particularly dangerous infectious disease 
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or its causative agent, such as: 1. Intentional infection of another person with a particularly 
dangerous infectious disease or its causative agent – shall be punishable by imprisonment for 
a term of three to eight years. 2. The actions provided for in part one of this article, committed 
against two or more persons or a minor, shall be punishable by imprisonment for a term of 
five to ten years. Based on the proposed provisions, every citizen can be classified as an 
asymptomatic carrier of the disease and arrested without any significant grounds. In unison 
with this ideology, the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine adopts Decisions on market regulation 
of tariffs for housing and utilities. The tariffs are constantly being revised and increased, the 
debt of the population for housing and utilities is growing, wages (incomes) of citizens remain 
unchanged or increase insignificantly, small and medium-sized businesses go bankrupt and 
are liquidated, mechanisms for confiscating the property of the population are introduced. 
Thus, there is a transition to data manipulation, psychological pressure, impoverishment of the 
population, total control over people in all spheres of life.
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