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Introduction

After 2014, the citizens of Ukraine returned external political independence of the country. 
They returned it after the period of full dependence on these questions from the Russian 
Federation during the rule of Yanukovych and Russia’s direct attempts to destroy Ukraine’s 
internal and external sovereignty in 2014. Ukrainian citizens reaffirmed the course of the 
integration of the country to the space of the European Union and Western World as a whole. 
Also, on the base of big manoeuvers, Ukraine tried to find allies against Russia’s aggression or, 
at least, our country tried to strengthen its external position and authority on the background 
of weakening of them because of the events in 2014. Citizens of Ukraine themselves chose 
such independent external policy during the Revolution of Dignity. The fourth requirement 
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with the biggest support of the participants of the Revolution of Dignity (75%) was signing the 
Ukraine-European Union Association Agreement (Democratic Initiatives Foundation, 2013); 
and the exact refusal of Victor Yanukovich to sign the Ukraine-European Union Association 
Agreement had become the second important motive for the Ukrainians to join the protests 
(53.5%) (Democratic Initiatives Foundation, 2013). According to the observers inside and 
outside, a part of the locomotion of these protests was the local youth. And the most active part 
of young people was students. Although the students were only 13.2 percent of the participants 
of the Revolution of Dignity (Democratic Initiatives Foundation, 2013), they were one of the 
most active protesters and participants of the most important events of that period. For instance, 
they are associated with the massacre of the protesters by special police forces “Berkut” on 
November 30, 2013. Students became one of the founders of Ukraine’s new course after the 
Revolution of Dignity, including a marked course in external policy. And authorities of Ukraine 
have been implementing this course until nowadays. And it is very interesting and important to 
investigate the position of the inheritors of that generation of students about their attitude to the 
external course of Ukraine which has been chosen by their predecessors and their perception 
of Europe as a whole on this background. And it is important to understand that there are some 
changes in these positions that show the correctness of choosing and implementing this course 
by Ukraine. So, the target of this research is investigating the position of the generations of 
Ukrainian students after the Revolution of Dignity to the European Union, Euro integration 
and external policy of Ukraine. 

The empirical basis of the article. 
Sample, and methodology description.

The empirical fundament of the article is based mainly on two types of research. This 
is the research “Youth of Ukraine-2015” organized by the Ministry of Youth and Sports of 
Ukraine and the UN organizations in Ukraine from 18 of September to 7 of October 2015 
and the research “Ukrainian Generation Z. Values and landmarks” organized by GfK Ukraine 
by order of the center “New Europe” and “Friedrich Ebert Foundation” from July to August 
2017. Both interviews are very representative. The first research sample is 2852 young 
Ukrainians, including students from 14 to 35 years from every region of Ukraine (except 
for the temporarily occupied territories) corresponded by the age group, gender, settlement 
size, and share of Internet users. It is important to mark that “the sample design is based on 
the population distribution according to the data of the State Statistics Service of Ukraine 
as of January 1, 2014, and the data of GfK Ukraine on the share of Internet users in each 
administrative units of Ukraine” (Volosevych еt al., 2015: 4), so the sample is based on 
accurate data. The second research sample is 2000 young Ukrainians from 14 to 29 years 
also from every region of Ukraine (except for the temporarily occupied territories). And this 
sample is also correlated according to the age group, gender and settlement size. It is important 
that we can deduct the number of students among the respondents. We know that there was 
36 percent of people who were studying during the research among the respondents. And we 
know that among respondents, 41 percent of people had the opportunity to study like a student 
(23 percent of people with a degree of full intermediate education and 18 percent of people 
with Bachelor’s degree of higher education). So, 36 percent of the respondents were students, 
that is 14.76 percent of all the respondents, the number of which was 295.  
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Although we see that the use of the original methods of researching in the cases of the 
investigation of the international orientations of students, which, for example, “comprises a 
social and scientific text analysis that highlights the structural patterns of the daily practices from 
the perspective of the author of the text” (Perez-Encinas & Rodriguez-Pomeda, 2017: 26), the 
organizers of the marked researches decided to use the examined methods of the data capture. 
The representatives of the Ministry of Youth and Sports of Ukraine and the UN organizations 
in Ukraine used “the method of the online interview (for Internet users) and personal interview 
at respondent’s home (for Internet non-users and village inhabitants).” The use of the method 
of the online interview was justified by the fact that “the share of those who used the Internet 
during the last month is 85% (according to the data of January 2015-September 2015 for 
the population of Ukraine of the respective age group)” (Volosevych et al., 2015: 4). The 
sample provided by such a method was certainly representative, especially with using personal 
interviews at respondent’s home for people who do not have the opportunity to connect to 
the Internet. GfK Ukraine representatives applied the method of the personal interview at the 
respondent’s home and focus group method used by four times at Lviv, Odesa, Kharkiv, and 
Chernihiv as an addition to using the main method.

The author has also provided his own empirical research, like an addition to the main 
empirical foundation of the article. It is based on the online interview among students of Faculty 
Philosophy of the Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv. This online interview is based 
on the method of a questionnaire provided by social scientist V. Yadov (Yadov, 2003: 55). 
A sample of 48 persons was involved for passing this interview includes students from all 
courses and specialties of Faculty of Philosophy of the Taras Shevchenko National University 
of Kyiv. The research based on such a sample is not independently representative, but it is a 
good complementarity in pair with two previous types of research. The author organized his 
questionnaire passing from 11 of January to Relationship of students to 25 of February 2020. 
The students were attracted to passing the questionnaire by spreading the link on Google-form 
with it on the different resources of the Faculty of Philosophy. The author decided to analyze 
students’ position to the European Union, Euro integration, and Ukraine’s external policy by 
measuring their choice between Europe and Asia in some directions of Ukraine’s external 
policy and their own world viewing position. This justified the situation that Europe and Asia 
symbolized the two strongest alternatives in developing the public organization of countries of 
the world, including Ukraine. It is extremely important for Ukraine in case of two directions 
of changing our external policy in relationships with Asian countries after the Revolution of 
Dignity. These are two dominant directions of contacts and relationships with countries of the 
Far East. The first direction represents contacts and partnership with countries in the questions 
of contraction of Russian aggression — with the State of Japan and Republic of Korea. These 
countries take permanently anti-Russian and pro-Western positions because of the Kuril Islands’ 
question and aggression from the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, which is supported 
by the Russian Federation. The second direction represents contacts with the countries that 
demonstrate the high economic development and enforcing of political influence in the world. 
This direction of external political contacts can be profitable for Ukraine’s economy, and it can 
strengthen Ukraine in the world society. It is a first partnership with the People’s Republic of 
China, which takes the impressive position of the first national economy in the world, and it was 
a permanent member of the United Nations Security Council. And secondly, it is a partnership 
with the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, which is an influential country with fast economic 
growth. Of course, these directions may come across like in the examples of Ukraine’s economic 
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partnership with economically high developed Japan or efforts of Ukraine to convince the 
People’s Republic of China not to give voice in United Nations session similarly with Russia.

So, according to this, Europe and Asia were determined schematically from defining 
generalized positions of students about countries of the European Union and some expressive 
and important for the external policy of Ukraine countries of Far East — exactly State of 
Japan (further — Japan), the People’s Republic of China (further –China), Republic of Korea 
(further — South Korea), Socialist Republic of Vietnam (further — Vietnam) within the 
questionnaire.  

The author’s questionnaire is separated into three parts. The first part aims to define 
independent students’ positions in countries of the European Union and the Far East’s 
expressive countries in the main directions with the help of some leading questions. The second 
part aims to define features of real involvement and concernment of students to culture and 
policy of countries of the European Union and expressive countries of the Far East. The third 
part aims to compare students’ perception of countries of the European Union exclusively with 
their perception of the Far East’s expressive countries. Also, at the end of the questionnaire 
are some questions with the goal to get from respondents some statistical information. That 
is like researcher V. Yadov said, “information that is called a “passport data questions” within 
sociology: gender, age, education, work experience, marital status, income and so on” (Yadov, 
2003: 55). Questions with such character are intended to see that respondents of this poll are 
students from all specialties and of all ages. So, let’s look at the results of every part according 
to the research’s target. 

Organizing such additional research among students of Faculty Philosophy of the Taras 
Shevchenko National University of Kyiv is especially justified because of their predecessors’ 
extreme participation in the Revolution of Dignity. According to the recollections of graduated 
students from the generation of these predecessors, there were times during the Revolution of 
Dignity then, for example, 60 percent of students from the separate course for example from 
the specialty of political science from Faculty Philosophy of the Taras Shevchenko National 
University of Kyiv were on Maidan Nezalezhnosti participating in protests. 

Specification of the results of “Youth of Ukraine-2015” research.

Within the research “Youth of Ukraine-2015” of Ministry of Youth and Sports of Ukraine 
and the UN organizations in Ukraine, only one but the significant question is connected with 
investigation of Ukrainian students’ attitudes towards the European Union, Eurointegration, 
and external policy of Ukraine. It is the question from the section of the interview about civic 
position and activity, national identity, and respondents’ political consciousness. It is exactly a 
question about the respondent’s attitude to Ukraine’s external policy, which sounded like “In 
your opinion, Ukraine should” (Volosevych et al., 2015: 58). The respondents’ answers to this 
question are as follows:

Evaluate affirmation Percentage of support among the 
respondents

Join the European Union 49% 

Ukraine should be a not-aligned independent state 31%

Join NATO 28%
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Make the Union with Russia 6%

Ukraine should create its own geopolitical Union 7%

Do not know 10%

Other 1%

Specification of the results of “Ukrainian generation Z” research

Within the research “Ukrainian generation Z” of GfK Ukraine by order of the center “New 
Europe” and “Friedrich Ebert Foundation. Values and landmarks”, there is a considerable 
“External policy” section, the biggest part of the questions of which is connected with the 
investigation of the attitudes of Ukrainian students towards the European Union, Eurointegration 
and external policy of Ukraine. These are the questions with the next answers of the respondents. 
The first such question is “How much do you trust the European Union?” (Zarembo et al., 
2017: 38). Organizers of the research provide a representation of answers according to age 
groups. There is an opportunity to show the answers of age group representatives, which can 
be students, with highprobability. These are age groups from 18 to 20 years, and 21 to 24 years. 
How many respondents from the age group from 18 to 20 years trust the European Union?

Answer is absent 5%

Evaluate affirmation Percentage of support among respondents

I don’t trust 12%

I rather don’t trust 14%

I trust and don’t trust similarly 32%

I rather trust 22%

I trust 6%

It is difficult to answer 10%

How many respondents from the age group from 21 to 24 years trust the European Union?

Answer is absent 3%

Evaluate affirmation Percentage of support among respondents

I don’t trust 13%

I rather don’t trust 16%

I trust and don’t trust similarly 29%

I rather trust 25%

I trust 8%

It is difficult to answer 7%
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The second question from this section is “Is it necessary for Ukraine to join the European 
Union?” (Zarembo et al., 2017: 40). The responses to this question are next:

Answer is absent 5%

Evaluate affirmation Percentage of support among respondents

Yes 60%

No 12%

It is difficult to answer 24%

The next two questions are about the reasons for the desirability/non-desirability of joining 
Ukraine to the European Union (Zarembo et al., 2017: 44-45). So the first such question is 
“Ukraine joining the European Union is desirable because it will create the following advantage 
for Ukraine.” The answers of the respondents to this question are given below:

Evaluate affirmation I agree/totally 
agree

I disagree/totally 
disagree

Better and faster economic development, 
improvement of social and economic positions of 
people; 

51% 16%

Fast democratization of society; 49% 15%

A higher standard of living; 52% 15%
Better protection of human rights and rights of 
minorities ; 52% 14%

Possibility to become acquainted with cultures 
and religions of other nations; 53% 12%

Better possibilities of employment; 54% 14%

Better education; 52% 12%

Better military protection of Ukraine; 59% 14%

Better possibilities of travels and acquaintances; 57% 12%

Recovery of territorial integrity of Ukraine; 43% 15%
I do not agree with the position that joining 
Ukraine to the European Union is desirable. 19% 42%

The second such question is “Joining of Ukraine to the European Union is not desirable 
because…” Answers of respondents to this question are next:

Evaluate affirmation I agree/totally 
agree

I disagree/totally 
disagree

It threatens the national identity of Ukrainians; 13% 50%
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It threatens the sovereignty of Ukraine; 13% 48%
It increases the risk of economic exploitation of 
Ukraine; 18% 42%

It makes Ukraine dependent on developed 
European countries; 21% 40%

It limits the economic development of Ukraine; 19% 41%
It increases the risk of continuation of Russian 
aggression of Ukraine; 17% 41%

It inhibits the development of economic and 
political relationships with Russia; 18% 39%

It means losing Crimea and the occupied parts of 
Lugansk and Donetsk region forever; 16% 41%

It will aggravate the social and economic 
position of people; 16% 42%

It will cause massive migration of people from 
Ukraine; 24% 31%

It will cause a massive invasion of migrants from 
Near East to Ukraine; 24% 31%

I think there are not any arguments against 
joining Ukraine to the European Union or being 
closer to it.

38% 19%

And the last important question from this section in this article is about evaluating the 
role of the European Union in developing and establishing the last reforms in Ukraine. This 
question is, “What is necessary to do for the European Union to boost reforms in Ukraine?” 
(Zarembo et al., 2017: 50). Answers of respondents to this question are next:

Evaluate affirmation
Percentage of 
support among 
respondents

Something that is exactly:
Increasing of support of talented youth of Ukraine because they are 
future of Ukraine; 65%

Initiating long-term programs of professional exchange of experience; 62%
Support of civil society, non-governmental organizations which influence 
to establishing of reforms in Ukraine; 57%

Increasing interest to protect Ukrainian borders and giving a weapon to 
Ukraine; 56%

Giving perspective of membership; 55%

Making clearer confrontation with Russia; 54%

Increasing pressure on authorities of Ukraine; 51%
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Make stop giving money to Ukraine because its authorities are stealing it; 45%

Giving more money; 42%

Sending on an official journey more advisors. 30%

Nothing because
European Union makes enough, and it is necessary to make something to 
authorities of Ukraine; 50%

I have bigger faith to support from the USA to Ukraine than by support 
from the European Union; 20%

It is useless to support Ukraine; 12%
I am absolutely against support from the European Union to Ukraine. I 
support being closer to Russia.  9%

Specification of results of the author’s research

Specification of results of the first part of the research

The first part imagines itself like a list of evaluative affirmations with marks from 0 to 
5 according to answers of students of Faculty Philosophy of Taras Shevchenko National 
University of Kyiv to these positions about the European Union countries and the countries of 
Far East accordingly. To evaluate the results of this part theoretically, it is necessary to present 
the marks of every leading evaluative affirmation with the biggest and smallest support and 
percent of this support.

For countries of the European Union                                               

Evaluative affirmation                                                         

Mark with the 
biggest support 
and percent of this 
support

Mark with the 
smallest support 
and percent of this  
support

Availability of the programs of student exchange 4-18 (37.5%) 1-1 (2%)
Prestigiousness, but not high  availability of the 
programs of student exchange 4-19 (39.6%) 0-3 (0%)

Attractiveness for work migration 5-22 (46%) 0-1 (2%)

Positive attitude towards Ukraine 3-15 (31.2%) 0-1 (2%)
Positive attitude of the local population towards 
Ukrainians like tourists 4-15 (31.2%) 0-1 (2%)

Positive attitude of the local population towards 
Ukrainians like work migrants 2-13 (27%) 5-3 (6.2%)

Attractiveness for respondent because of 
civilizational and cultural reasons 5-20 (42.7%) 2-7 (14.6%)

Attractiveness for respondent because of political 
and economic order 5-16 (33%) 0-2 (4%)
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Importance to Ukraine like foreign partners 4-17 (35.4%) 0, 2-1 (2%)
Importance to Ukraine like foreign partners, 
potentially 5-20 (42.7%) 1-1 (2%)

Economic success 5-15 (31.2%) 0-1 (2%)

Political stability 3.4 -14 (29.2%) 0-2 (4%)

Respect of rights and freedoms of people 4-19 (39.6%) 0-1 (2%)

Influence in the world policy 4-20 (42.7%) 0-2 (4%)

For such countries of the Far East like Japan, China, South Korea, Vietnam

Evaluative affirmation

Mark with the 
biggest support 
and percent of this 
support

Mark with the 
smallest support 
and percent of this 
support

Availability of the programs of student exchange 3 -15 (31.2%) 5-1 (2%)
Prestigiousness, but not high availability of the 
programs of student exchange 4-14 (29.2%) 0-3 (6.2%)

Attractiveness for work migration 3-16 (33%) 5-3 (6.2%)

Positive attitude towardsUkraine like country 3-18 (37.5%) 5-1 (2%)
Positive attitude of the local population towards 
Ukrainians like tourists 4-14 (29.2%) 0-2 (4%)

Positive attitude of the local population towards 
Ukrainians like work migrants 3-17 (35.4 %) 5-1 (2%)

Attractiveness for respondents because of 
civilizational and cultural reasons 5- 11 (22.9%) 0,1,4 -7 (14.6%)

Attractiveness for respondents because of political 
and economic order 2-12 (25%) 5-4 (8.3%)

Importance to Ukraine like foreign partners 2, 3-12 (25%) 5-3 (6.2%)
Importance to Ukraine like foreign partners, 
potentially 4-13 (27%) 2-3 (6.2%)

Economic success 5-17 (35.4 %) 0-1 (2%)

Political stability 3-14 (29.2%) 0-2 (4%)

Respect of rights and freedoms of people 2-15 (31.2%) 5-1 (2%)

Influence in the world policy 5-17 (35.4 %) 0-1 (2%)

Specification of results of the second part of the research

In the second part, we have some separate affirmations according to which students of 
Faculty Philosophy of the Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv need to evaluate 
themselves. These affirmations are indicators of students’ concern and involvement in the 
culture and policy of countries of the European Union and the Far East’s expressive countries. 



Ukrainian Students’ Perception of the European Union, Euro Integration and External Policy of Ukraine
by Oleksii Tkachenko

Ukrainian Policymaker, Volume 7, 202070

It depends not on the subjective opinion of students but the objective conditions of their lives. 
And it is necessary to show every mark with the biggest and smallest support and percent of 
this support in every affirmation to evaluate the results of this part theoretically. 

Evaluative affirmation Mark with the biggest support 
and percent of this support

Mark with the smallest 
support and percent of this 
support

Level of English language 
skill

Upper-Intermediate -17 (35.4 
%)

Absent — 1 (2%)

Level of language skill of 
languages of other countries 
of the European Union

Absent — 22 (46%) Upper-Intermediate — 1 
(2%)

Level of language skill of 
languages of such countries 
of the Far East like Japan, 
People’s Republic of China, 
Republic of Korea, Vietnam

Absent — 43 (89.6%) Intermediate — 1 (2%)

Evaluating of relationships 
between Ukraine and the 
countries of the European 
Union

3-26 (54.2%) 1.5 -1 (2%)

Readiness to take part in 
improving the relationships 
between Ukraine and 
countries of the European 
Union

A person who sees the 
necessity and has the wish but 
doesn’t have an opportunity 
to improve these relations -23 
(47.9%)

A person who doesn’t see a 
necessity and doesn’t have a 
wish and an opportunity to 
improve these relations -3 
(6.2%)

Evaluating of relationships 
between Ukraine and People’s 
Republic of China

2-17 (35.4 %) 0.4 -3 (6.2%)

Readiness to take part in 
improving the relationships 
between Ukraine and the 
People’s Republic of China

A person who sees a necessity 
but doesn’t have a wish and an 
opportunity to improve these 
relations — 21 (43.75%)

The person who sees a 
necessity and has a wish and 
an opportunity to improve 
these relations — 6 (12.5%)

Evaluating relationships 
between Ukraine and Japan

2 -14 5 -1 (2%)

Readiness to take part in 
improving the relationships 
between Ukraine and Japan

A person who sees the 
necessity has the wish but 
doesn’t have an opportunity 
to improve these relations — 
17 (35.4 %)

A person who sees a necessity, 
has a wish and an opportunity 
to improve these relations — 
5 (10.4%)

  
It is also important to point out that in the position about evaluating one’s own level of 

language skill of languages of other European Union countries, some respondents wrote 
next: Spanish + French, Italian Intermediate, French, Bulgarian Pre-intermediate, Polish Pre-
intermediate. And it is important to note that in the question about evaluating own level of 
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language skill of languages of such countries of Far East like Japan, China, South Korea, 
Vietnam only one respondent writes next: Japanese. 

Specification of results of the third part of the research

In the third part, we have a range of evaluative affirmations. And the task that is needed 
to be solved by it is comparing the attitude of students of Faculty Philosophy of the Taras 
Shevchenko National University of Kyiv to countries of the European Union exclusively with 
attitude to expressive countries of Far East. And it is necessary to show every mark with the 
biggest support and percent of this support in every affirmation to concern this deeply.

Evaluative affirmation Mark with the biggest support and percent of 
this support 

Availability of the programs of student 
exchange

Countries of the European Union — 41 (85.4 
%)

Prestigiousness, but not high availability of 
the programs of student exchange

Countries of the European Union — 37 (77%)

Attractiveness for work migration Countries of the European Union — 42 
(87.5%)

Positive attitude towards Ukraine Countries of the European Union — 43 
(89.6%)

Positive attitude of the local population 
towards Ukrainians like tourists

Countries of the European Union — 33 
(68.75%) 

Positive attitude of the local population 
towards Ukrainians like work migrants

Countries of the European Union — 29 
(60.4%)

Attractiveness for respondents because of 
civilizational and cultural reasons

Countries of the European Union — 36 (75%)

Attractiveness for respondents because of 
political and economic order

Countries of the European Union — 38 
(79.2%)

Importance to Ukraine like foreign partners Countries of the European Union — 44 
(91.7%)

Importance to Ukraine like foreign partners, 
potentially

Countries of the European Union, Japan, 
China, South Korea, Vietnam — 24 (50%)

Economic success Japan, China, South Korea, Vietnam -26 
(54.1%)

Political stability Japan, China, South Korea, Vietnam — 24 
(50%)

Respect of rights and freedoms of people Countries of the European Union — 46 
(95.8%)

Influence in the world policy Countries of the European Union — 25 (52%)

Specification of results from “passport data questions” 

With these questions’ help, we can see that respondents of this questionnaire are students 
from all specialties of Faculty Philosophy of the Taras Shevchenko National University of 
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Kyiv and all ages. Exactly 32 students of political science, 8 students of philosophy, 3 students 
of cultural studies, 2 students of religious studies, 1 student of public administration, and 2 
students with not marked specialty joined the poll. Also, according to the questions of this poll, 
4 respondents are 17 years old, 18 — 8, 19 — 7, 20 -11, 21 — 11, 22-3, 24 -1, 25 -1, and 38 -1 
and also two respondents did not provide the information. So we can see that our respondents 
study all courses of Faculty Philosophy of the Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv. 
Although the author’s research and its sample are not representative according to numerical 
correlation with the general number of students of Faculty Philosophy of Taras Shevchenko 
National University of Kyiv, it is representative according to qualitative distribution to age, 
course and specialty among the respondents.

Conclusions and comprehension of the results of empirical researches

Based on empirical representative research, we can see that a significant part of Ukrainian 
students supports Eurointegration of Ukraine and has a positive attitude towards the European 
Union. And this index is growing with time. It was 49% in 2015 and 60% in 2017. Also, 
it is obvious that biggest significant part of Ukrainian students evaluates European Union 
positively and considers that it sets the example in spheres of economic development (51%), 
protection of human rights (52%), possibilities of employment (54%), education (52%) and 
tourist activity (57%). Half of the students support the position that the European Union is an 
important foreign partner of Ukraine now, which makes a lot to boost the development of our 
country and establish reforms in it. 

Like a good addition to this, there can be found a research the attitudes of students  of the 
Faculty of Philosophy of Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv in Ukraine towards 
the European Union, Eurointegration, and Ukraine’s external policy. It shows in moderation of 
its representativeness the students’ support of the European Union countries in most directions, 
both in solo characteristics and in comparativeness with the countries of Far East like Japan, 
China, South Korea, Vietnam. 

1. For example, Countries of the European Union have positive marks of evaluating 
according to answers of students of the Faculty of Philosophy of Taras Shevchenko 
National University of Kyiv in Ukraine in such solo categories like: 

With mark 5:
a) Attractiveness for work migration with support of 46% of respondents*;
b) Attractiveness for respondents because of civilizational and cultural reasons 

(42.7%);
c) Attractiveness for respondents because of political and economic order (33%)*;
d) Importance to Ukraine like foreign partners, potentially (42.7%);
e) Economic success (31.2%).

With mark 4:
a) Availability of the programs of student exchange, with support of 37.5% of 

respondents*;
b) Prestigiousness, but not high availability of the programs of student exchange 

(39.6%)*;
c) Positive attitude of the local population towards Ukrainians like tourists (31.2%)*;
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d) Importance to Ukraine like foreign partners (35.4%);
e) Respect of rights and freedoms of people (39.6%)*;
f) Influence in the world policy (42.7%).

2. Countries of the the European Union have a higher number of support, according 
to respondents’ answers, in comparison with the countries of the Far East, in the 
categories as follows: 

a) Availability of the programs of student exchange, with support of 85.4 % of 
respondents;*

b) Prestigiousness, but not big availability of programs of student exchange (77%)*;
c) Attractiveness for work migration (87,5%)*;
d) Positive attitude towards Ukraine (89.6%);
e) Positive attitude of the local population towards Ukrainians like tourists (68.75%)*;
f) Attractiveness for respondents because of civilizational and cultural reasons (75%);
g) Attractiveness for respondents because of political and economic order (79.2%)*;
h) Importance to Ukraine like foreign partners (91.7%)*;
i) Respect of rights and freedoms of people (95.8%)*.
3. Countries of the European Union have negative marks of evaluating according to 

respondents’ answers in only such solo category: 

With mark 2:
a) Positive attitude of the local population towards Ukrainians like work migrants, 

with the support of 27% of respondents.

4. Countries of the European Union won expressive countries of the Far East with the 
small gap or have an equilibrium of support with them according to support of only 
in such categories like: 

a) Positive attitude of the local population towards Ukrainians like work migrants, 
with the support of 60.4% of respondents;

b) Influence in the world policy (52%);
c) Importance to Ukraine like foreign partners, potentially (50%);
d) Political stability (50%).

5. Countries of the European Union lost to the countries of the Far East only in the 
comparative category as follows:

a) Economic success, with the support of 48% of respondents.

6. While expressive countries of Far East have negative marks of evaluating according 
to answers of students of the Faculty of Philosophy of the Taras Shevchenko 
National University of Kyiv in the solo categories as follows:
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With mark 2:
a) Attractiveness for respondent because of political and economic order, with the 

support of 25% of respondents;
b) Importance to Ukraine like foreign partners now (25%);
c) Respect of rights and freedoms of people (31.2%).

7. And the countries of the Far East have positive marks of evaluating according to 
respondents’ answers in such solo categories:

With mark 5:
a) Economic success, with the support of 35.4% of respondents;
b) Influence in the world policy (35.4 %);
c) Attractiveness for respondents because of civilizational and cultural reasons 

(22.9%).

With mark 4:
a) Prestigiousness, but not high availability of the programs of student exchange, with 

support of 29.2% of respondents;
b) Positive attitude of the local population towards Ukrainians like tourists (29.2%);
c) Importance to Ukraine like foreign partners, potentially (27%).

This is the evidence of the present  orientations among the students of the Faculty of 
Philosophy of Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv in Ukraine to Countries of 
European Union in very different questions, like questions of employment, of education, of 
support in external policy of Ukraine, of civilizational, political and cultural attractiveness. 
These positions complement the conclusions of previously marked representative research 
of Ukrainian students’ attitude towards the European Union, Eurointegration, and Ukraine’s 
external policy. Especially these are the positions which are marked by.* Also, it is confirmed 
by answers of respondents to the questions about readiness to develop relationships with a 
country like a foreign partner. And it is possible to see that this readiness is stronger to the 
direction of countries of the European Union than to the direction of the Far East’s countries 
on the level of support affirmation of “sees the necessity, has the wish but does not have an 
opportunity to improve these relations.” So the level is as follows: 

a) In a question about relationships between Ukraine and the countries of the European 
Union, it has support of 47.9% of respondents;

b) In a question about relationships between Ukraine and Japan, it has support 35.4 % 
of respondents;

c) A question about relationships between Ukraine and the People’s Republic of China 
was supported by 25% of respondents.

Eventually, these facts about the Faculty of Philosophy of Taras Shevchenko National 
University of Kyiv’s subjective attitudes coincide with the objective facts about them. For 
example, most of the students have high English language skills — Upper-Intermediate (35.4 
%). Most of them (54%) are proficient in languages of other European Union countries, such 
as Spanish, French, Italian, Bulgarian, Polish. And only 8.5 % of respondents have proficiency 
in the languages of the countries comprising the Far East.
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